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National Honours    Bob Kebby M.B.E.* 
      Max Waters O.A.M. 
      Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M. 
      Ray Agland O.A.M *. 
      Michael Moran O.A.M*. 
 
SLSA of Australia Life Members   Reg Saunders* 
      Max Waters O.A.M. 
      Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M. 
 
SLS New South Wales Life Members  Reg Saunders* 
      Max Waters O.A.M. 
      W. Tom Saul* 
      Kevin Ruscoe* 
      Bob Smith O.A.M. 
      Tony Hayes O.A.M 
      Bruce Caldwell 
      5Ŝƴƴƛǎ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ 
 
SLS Mid North Coast Life Members  Ken Brenton*, Sid Griffin*, Bob Kebby M.B.E*, 

Reg Saunders*, W.Tom Saul*, Max Waters O.A.M, 
Max Sabien*,   Kevin Ruscoe*,   
Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M, Ray Agland O.A.M* ,   
Tony Hayes O.A.M, John (Yakka) Watson*, Bruce Caldwell,   
 Ken Corbett, John Vipond, Graham Bingham,     
 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ hΩ{ullivan, Ken Wilson, Rod McDonagh 

 
Patrons    David Gillespie MP, (Member for Lynne) 
    Melinda Pavey MP, (Member for Oxley) 
    Luke Hartsuyker MP, (Member for Cowper) 
    Leslie Williams MP, (Member for Port Macquarie) 

Peter Besseling  (Mayor Port Macquarie Hastings Council) 
    Liz Campbell,  (Mayor Kempsey Shire Council) 

Rhonda Hoban,  (Mayor Nambucca Shire Council) 
Michael Slater,  (CEO NPBS) 
 
   (Wrights Accountants) 

Supporters      Peter Gravilis (Kempsey Hotel) 
Mike Mooney 

       Romer Locks 
       Shayne Phipps 
     



 
 

President    Rod McDonagh 
Deputy President   Paul Rayner 
Director of Administration  Joanne Hawkins 
Director of Finance   Mike Stevenson 
Director of Education   Kim Rayner 
Director of Lifesaving    Ryan Rosenbaum 
Director of Surf Sports   Ray McDonagh 
Director of Member Services  Gary Hawkins 
Junior Activities Chairperson       Wendy Evans 
Registrar    Bruce Caldwell 
 
Public Officer    Rod McDonagh   
WH&S Officer    Amanda Higgerson 
Gear Steward    Tony Wright    
Deputy Director of Lifesaving  Paul Rayner   
Education Officer (North)  Chris Stewart   
Youth Camp Director   Gary Hawkins 
Youth Camp Coordinator  Joanne Hawkins 
Branch Team Coach   Jeff Polverino 
Branch Team Manager   Phil Leishman  
Delegate to SLSNSW   Rod McDonagh 
     
Accident Investigation Officer    (North)  Rod McDonagh 
                    (South) Ryan Rosenbaum 
Duty Officers North   Rod McDonagh, Tony Silvia, David Brunsden, Chris Stewart  
Duty Officers South   Paul Rayner, Ryan Rosenbaum, Mitch Dawson, Kim Rayner  
Medical Officers   Drs  
Auditors    Wrights Chartered Accountants 
Solicitors    As required 

 
Meritorious Awards Committee  Chalkie-Bob Smith, Paul Rayner, Chris Stewart, Kim Rayner 
 
Constitution Committee Rod McDonagh, Joanne Hawkins, Jan Clingeleffer, Pete Smith, Tim 

Atherton 
 
Judiciary Committee Chalkie-Bob Smith, Paul Rayner, Chris Stewart, Ryan Rosenbaum, Ray 

McDonagh 
      
Finance Committee   Mike Stevenson, Kim Rayner, Wendy Evans 
 
Life Membership Committee  Bob Smith, Bruce Caldwell, Tony Hayes, John Vipond, Ken Wilson 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch comprises eight Clubs: 
 

   Macksville-Scotts Head    South West Rocks    Hat Head 

   Kempsey-Crescent Head    Port Macquarie    Tacking Point 

   Wauchope-Bonny Hills     Camden Haven 



 
PRESIDENTS REPORT 2014-15 

 
The past 2014-15 Season commenced with a few minor changes in the Branch 
Executive structure and personnel. The Life Saving Portfolio has been occupied 
by Ryan Rosenbaum who has brought a great deal of enthusiasm and 
professionalism into our operations particularly in the scope of support 
operations and communication with Club Directors. Due to this our patrols and 
out of hours response was exemplary. The continual development of our Duty 
Officers, RWC crews and call out teams is first class and we were the first point 
of call for most incidents. I believe we can further promote this vital service and 
provide additional resources and security for our patrolling members, this is not 
to take away from the excellent job all Clubs carried out during a long season. 
 
For the past few years SLSMNC has been working on updating its Constitution 

and more importantly working on a more strategic organisational structure to 
lead us into the future. Whilst past processes have been functional there has 

been an identified need to align our operations more to the changing trends within Surf Life Saving. This 
is in the final stages and will hopefully allow us to attract new members, provide more assistance to 
Clubs and fulfil our governance requirements more efficiently. 
 
It is timely that we are privileged enough to have been incorporated into the new SLS NSW Operations 
Centre at Port Macquarie. This has been a long term project and vision of current and previous Branch 
Officers and obviously could not have been made possible without the assistance of the State & Federal 
Government and the expertise of SLS NSW Staff and Directors. This new facility will service from the 
Lower North Coast to Far North Coast, but will provide the Mid North Coast Branch with a home and 
provide a modern premises for administration, storage of rescue equipment, training and meeting 
rooms and a Branch Office. More importantly it will allow us to provide enhanced community education, 
engagement with other Government Agencies and delivery of a safer aquatic environment in the 
Hastings, Nambucca and Macleay area.  
 
Our Surf Sports program over the season has been well attended and several local Open & Junior 
Carnivals were conducted. Clubs were well represented at Country, State & Australian Championship 
with some outstanding performances with medals produced at all levels. It was pleasing to see people 
undertake officials courses which will assist towards longer term goals within the Surf Sports portfolio. 
Our Director Ray aŎ5ƻƴŀƎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
needs and align some of our events towards this. Wendy Evans has been of great assistance with Junior 
Activities. 

 
Senior Branch Championships at Camden Haven SLSC 

The North Coast Boat Series continues to operate with strong numbers which has moulded some of the 
excellent results at higher levels. The Interbranch Team put in a good performance at Catherine Hill Bay 
(Blacksmiths) and made the Branch proud. 
 

Rod McDonagh 



 
Gary Hawkins and the Member Services team have had a big season with continual improvement in all 
aspects of assisting our members to become better lifesavers. Several development camps were 
conducted which have been of great benefit to those in attendance and have developed our lifesavers 
to a high standard. Trips to the metropolitan further advanced the skills of our members and all have 
enjoyed the experience.  
 
The Junior Life Saver of the Year had good representation from Clubs and had 2 very worthy winners in 
Ella-Jayne Wehlow (Port Macquarie SLSC)  and Hugh Stewart (Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC) go on to 
State level believe the Junior membership is in a strong position at all Clubs but obviously we can always 
strive towards better initiatives for the future.  
 
On the Education scene it seems that there is always something happening with a vast array of courses 
being made available to members and many courses delivered to the Community, which is one of our 
important Branch obligations. All of these courses have been very professionally conducted by our 
Trainers, Assessors and facilitators. Kim Rayner has been the mainstay behind the courses and 
implementation in line with SLSNSW guidelines. The Education role is quite intense and constant 
reviews of policy and procedures is integral to the best outcomes. 
 
One highlight of the season was the awarding of the SLSA National Rescue of the Month (February) to 
Jason O Donnell, Peter McNally & Peter Young of Macksville Scotts Head SLSC. This is a great 
achievement but more importantly displayed the experience and skills of these guys in saving a 
swimmer in distress in treacherous conditions. The rescue epitomised what Surf Life Saving is all about: 
team work, courage, skill, determination and communication. 
 
My thanks to the Branch Executive particularly Director of Administration Jo Hawkins who has done an 
enormous amount of work and certainly held things together, her contribution cannot be overstated. 
Our Branch Registrar Bruce Caldwell has excelled as Registrar as has Mike Stephenson in the Finance 
role and Deputy President Paul Rayner. Bruce has indicated he will not be seeking re-election, after 33 
years in the job. This is unprecedented and during my association with him over the past 20 years the 
quality of the work has never wavered. Bruce will be a major loss and his contribution to his Club and 
SLSMNC will be sorely missed, and I personally thank him for his passion and dedication. 
In conclusion my thanks to Surf Life Saving NSW (and associated sponsors mentioned elsewhere in this 
report), Port Macquarie Hastings Council, Kempsey Shire Council and Nambucca Shire Council for their 
support to our Clubs, it is a vital link to our success. Our major sponsor Newcastle Permanent Building 
Society is a wonderful organisation who provide us with many opportunities to promote Surf Life Saving 
on the Mid North Coast and my sincere thanks to them. 
 
The Branch could not function without the members who fulfil the many roles that make our Clubs tick 
and my thanks to those people. The Club Presidents have faced some challenges this past season and I 
commend them all on a job well done. 
 
Yours in Life Saving 
Rod McDonagh 
President SLSMNC 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
 
Another season has drawn to an end with the countdown now on until the 
2015/16 season begins.  
 
This season has seen some members of our Branch recognised for their high 
commitment and dedication. 
[ƛŦŜǎŀǾŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŀŎƪǎǾƛƭƭŜ {Ŏƻǘǘǎ IŜŀŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎŎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
aƻƴǘƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǳǊŦ [ƛŦŜ {ŀǾƛƴƎ b{² wŜǎŎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмпΦ 
aŀŎƪǎǾƛƭƭŜπ{Ŏƻǘǘǎ IŜŀŘ {[{/ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Wŀǎƻƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ tŜǘŜǊ aŎbŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ 
¸ƻǳƴƎ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǎǿƛƳƳŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊƛǇ ƻŦŦ 
ǎƘƻǊŜΦ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ wŀȅƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ {[{b{² ¸ƻǳƴƎ [ƛŦŜǎŀǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
[ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ {ǳǊŦ [ƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ aƛŘ bƻǊǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ wƻŘ 
aŎ5ƻƴŀƎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {[{ab/ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ муπнрΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ bŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ нсҌ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ W[h¢¸ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜǎŀǾŜǊ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ b{² /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
hǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǎƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ǿƻƴΦ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ab/ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻǳǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ wƻŎƪǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
нлмс ŀƴŘ нлмт {ǘǊŀƳƛǘ b{² /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ {ǳǊŦ [ƛŦŜ {ŀǾƛƴƎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ 
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ².I{[{/ ƻƴ нт WǳƴŜΦ 
aŀƴȅ ǾƻƛŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜǾŜǊέ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ 
 
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƛŘ bƻǊǘƘ /ƻŀǎǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ b{² 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нф !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  
 
{ǳǊŦ {ǇƻǊǘǎ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ! Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ 
 
 

   
      ².I {[{/ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ нлмр                {[{ab/ [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ                                                                                                           
  

 

Joanne Hawkins  



 
The new Surf Life Saving NSW Northern Operations Centre at Port Macquarie was officially opened on 
June 30 2105. This facility will be a great opportunity for us to promote our services in education, 
lifesaving, emergency response and sport into the wider community.  
 

 

 
Commitment to internal communication between our Branch and clubs was continued this season. 
Through the administration of the Branch website and Facebook pages for Members Services, Surf 
Sports and Education being regularly updated and minutes, reports and appropriate information being 
emailed promptly for club distribution to ensure all members are kept informed. 
 

 

 
A special thanks to our Branch Sponsors, Patrons and supporters for their continued support, in 
particular Newcastle Permanent Building Society. We must also thank, acknowledge and support our 
State and National sponsors and supporters.  
To all the Executive and Clubs thank you for your support during the season. 
 
Joanne Hawkins 
SLS MNC Director of Administration 
 

           
  
 

                 
                   

              
 



                     
 
Director of Life Saving Annual Report 2015 

 
Season Overview 
The Surf Life Saving season has again come to an end with all of our eight clubs 
providing patrols and call out services to the communities of the Mid North Coast. 
An influx of tourists this season saw an increase in public beachgoers to 172 000 to 
our area. This is always great to see but places extra strain on our resources. To all 
new members that graced our beaches for the first time this year, well done and I 
hope to see you all patrolling well into the future.  
 
The start of the season would see the eight club Directors of Lifesaving, Support 
Operation personnel and MNC Duty Offices to a combined conference held at the 
tƻǊǘ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /Ŝƴǘre, the day was well attended and 
crucial information supplies to each club for the season. 
 

Major achievements for the season 

¶ Implementation of the Digital Radio Network: Complete 

¶ Implementation of the Weekly Duty Officer Briefing: Complete 

¶ Implementation of the Rescue of the Month: Complete 

¶ Gear and Equipment Inspections: Complete 

¶ Proficiency Audits: Completed 

¶ Patrol Operation Manuals: Ongoing 
 
Development Programs 
Each year Lifesavers from across the MNC nominate to attend development programs to better further 
themselves not only as an individual but also as a frontline lifesaver, over the years the MNC has had 
plenty of Success and this year did not disappoint, a congratulation goes out to Jess Rayner for winning 
the 2013/2013 NSW Young Lifesaver of the year, a prestigious award and one that was well deserved. 
The MNC would also see lifesavers attend the following development programs. 
 

18-25 Development Network Program 

Dale Finch Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC 

 

Lifesaver Exchange 

Dale Finch Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC 

Blake Studders Port Macquarie SLSC 

 

Junior Lifesaver of the Year 

Hugh Stewart Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC 

Ella-Jane Wehlow Port Macquarie SLSC 

 
 
2014/2015 Snapshot 
 

Rescues 99 

Preventative actions 7757 

First aids 300 

Beach attendance 172 000 

Total patrol hours 23690 

13surf call outs 18 

Coastal drownings 1 

       Ryan Rosenbaum 



 
Surf lifesaving MNC Support Operations 
This season we would see the two Mid North Coast Rescue Water Craft sign up to a full Lifesaving 
service agreement to come in line with the eight mid north coast surf lifesaving clubs, this would me the 
12 operators wold contribute up to 400 patrolling hours on the MNC.  
A big thank you goes out the two MNC Support Operation Coordinators Tony Silvia from South west 
Rocks SLSC and Justin Poppleton from Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC, both would ensure the Rostering is 
completed, the craft is serviced and rescue ready 24/7. The ongoing Support from SLSNSW would see 
adequate funding be supplied to the branch to assist in the ongoing operational costs of the two craft 
 
THE OPERATORS 

David Brunsdon Mitchell Dawson 

Andrew Busch Tony Hallinan 

Dylan Cameron Justin Poppleton 

Peter McNally Jessica Rayner 

Tony Silvia Paul Rayner 

Ryan Rosenbaum Tony Wright 

 
 
Surf lifesaving MNC Support Operations 
With the implementation of the MNC Duty officer system in 2007, there has been an increase in both 
afterhours response to incidents and also the need to assist clubs during Duty Officers to the MNC area, 
the system would not work without the support of Paul Rayner the MNC Deputy Director of Lifesaving 
with the inception of the weekly duty officer briefing which is supplied to the MNC Duty Officers, 
Support Operation Personnel, Lifeguard Services and Club Directors of Lifesaving, I believe the increase 
of information across the MNC would assist in the reduction of Drownings and also the heightened 
awareness to all Clubs to assist in reducing the Drowning rate across the area. The eight duty officers 
contributed to a staggering 596.5 patrol hours across the MNC 
 
THE DUTY OFFICERS 

MNC 11 Paul Rayner 

MNC 12 Ryan Rosenbaum 

MNC 13 Rod McDonagh 

MNC 14 Mitchell Dawson 

MNC 15 Chris Stewart 

MNC 16 David Brunsdon 

MNC 17 Tony Silvia 

MNC 18 Kim Rayner 

 
 
This year the MNC has excelled in reducing the drowning rate within NSW, Increasing participation 
across the board and also ensuring the swimming public have the red and yellow army on standby to 
assist in a time of need, Thank you for the ongoing support for my first season as the MNC Director of 
Lifesaving, and I hope to see you all next year. 
 
Yours in Lifesaving  
Ryan Rosenbaum 
Mid North Coast Director of Lifesaving 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Mid North Coast SLS 2014/15 SURF SPORTS REPORT 

 
 SUMMARY OF ALL 2015 CARNIVALS CONDUCTED SHOWS M.N.C JUNIOR/SENIOR 
COMPETITORS PRODUCED AMAZING PERFORMANCES CUMULATING IN JUST 
REWARD FOR THE MANY HOURS THEY SPENT TRAINING TO ACHIEVE  SUCCESS . 
FIRSTLY I WILL GIVE A BRIEF REPORT ON THE MAJOR CARNIVALS CONDUCTED 
DURING THE YEAR. 
NSW COUNTRY TITLES: OF THE 290 EVENTS SCHEDULED & CONDUCTED, M.N.C 
MEMBERS FILLED THE FIRST 6 POSITIONS ON NO FEWER THAN 189 OCCASIONS, 
THIS INCLUDED MANY GOLD, SILVER & BRONZE MEDALS. 
OUR JUNIOR GIRLS & BOYS FROM ALL AGE CATEGORIES PRODUCED FABULOUS 
RESULTS, EVERY GIRL & BOY COMPETING IN THEIR INDIVIDUAL & TEAM EVENTS 
WHILE REPRESENTING THEIR CLUBS SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF THE 
THEMSELVES & DESERVE THE BIGGEST CONGRATULATIONS. THERE WERE MANY 
BRILLIANT INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES IN FACT TOO MANY TO MENTION EVERYBODY. FINN ASKEW 
(SWR) PERFORMED WHAT I THOUGHT WAS AN OUTSTANDING EFFORT. 2013 COMPETING IN THE U/11 
!D9 /!¢9Dhw¸ CLbb ²hb IL{ CLw{¢ Lwhba!b ¢L¢[9Σ нлмп /hat9¢LbD Lb ¢I9 ¦κмнΩ{ I9 !D!Lb ²hb 
THE TITLE, нлмр /hat9¢LbD Lb ¢I9 ¦κмоΩ{ I9 59C9b595 ϧ ²hb ¢I9 ¢L¢[9 Chw ¢I9 ¢ILw5 
CONSECUTIVE YEAR, TO WIN ONE TITLE IS A HARD ENOUGH FEAT , TO WIN THREE IN A ROW IS 
REMARKABLE . HE HAS ALSO WON GOLD, SILVER & BRONZE MEDALS IN VARIOUS INDIVIDUAL & TEAM 
EVENTS ALONG THEY WAY. WELL DONE & CONGRATULATIONS TO HIM. 
 
SENIOR COMPETITORS BOTH M/F WERE VERY DOMINANT IN ALL EVENTS CONTESTED ESPECIALLY THE 
LADIES MASTERS WHERE RAELENE MYERS (TP) & SANDRA SLATTERY HAD SUCCESS IN ALL OF THEIR 
EVENTS, AS DID TONY WRIGHT (PM). JUST A FEW OF THE YOUNGER MEMBERS TO GAIN MEDALS WERE 
TONI HURKETT (PM) LACHLAN HAWKINS (TP) HUNTER & PAIGE LEISHMAN (TP). 
FROM ALL THE RESULTS THIS WAS A VERY SUCCESSFUL CHAMPIONSHIP FOR M.N.C COMPETITORS.  

 
 
NSW TITLES: WAS THE NEXT MAJOR EVENT & ONCE AGAIN RESULTS WERE GREAT WITH 2 GOLD, 2 
SILVER & 12 BRONZE MEDALS WON. ONCE AGAIN OUR JUNIORS LED THE WAY HARRY ASKEW (SWR), 
CAYDEN BRISCOE (PM) JAIDEN ROSSITER (PM), TYLER HYDE (PM) PRODUCED TOP PERFORMANCES, 
JAIDEN ROSSITER WAS REWARDED WITH GOLD & BRONZE WITH THE THREE OTHER BOYS GAINING 
BRONZE. 
LADIES ϧ a9bΩ{ a!{¢9w{ !D!Lb !/IL9±95 t[9!{LbD w9{¦[¢{ ²L¢I /!wh[¸b ¢¦wbI!a όtaύ 
WINNING GOLD; ELAINE WALKER (WHBH) & GEORGE FOWLER (WHBH) BOTH GAINING MEDALS. 
FOR ME THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE CARNIVAL AS FAR AS THE M.N.C GOES WAS THE PORT MACQUARIE 
TEAM OF FATHER & DAUGHTER JESSICA & PAUL RAYNER GAINING THIRD IN THE OPEN MIXED FIRST AID 
COMPETITION. AS THIS WAS THEIR FIRST ATTEMPT AT THIS LEVEL IT MAKES THE RESULT EVEN MORE 
SATISFYING & SHOWS THERE IS COMPETITION FOR EVERY BODY NOT JUST IN THE WATER OR ON THE 
BEACH. 
 
AUSTRALIAN YOUTH & OPEN TITLES: 2015  AUSTRALIAN YOUTH TITLES WERE CONDUCTED FOR THE 
VERY FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY OF SLSA,  RESULTS GAINED BY OUR JUNIORS AT THIS EVENT WERE 
!.{h[¦¢9[¸ .wL[[L!b¢ ϧ hC /h¦w{9 bh² Dh 5h²b Lb ¢I9Lw /[¦.Ω{ ϧ {[{! IL{¢hw¸Φ hb9 ¢ILbD 
THAT IS ENCOURAGING IS THE FACT THAT IF COMPETITORS FROM THE COUNTRY AREAS PERFORM TO 

   Ray McDonagh 
      



THEIR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL & ARE WILLING TO PUT IN THE EFFORT THEY ARE EQUAL TO THE BEST 
COMPETITORS IN AUSTRALIA. 2015 RECORDS WILL SHOW. 
TOM LEWIS WHBH THIRD U/15 YRS 2KLM BEACH RUN. JESSIEE CARROLL TP ELEVENTH U/14YRS 
IRONWOMAN. JOSH DWYER PM SECOND U/14 YRS BEACH FLAGS /FOURTH U/14YRS BEACH SPRINT. 
ISACC SANDERSON WHBH FIRST U/14YRS 2KLM BEACH RUN. RYAN CARROLL TP FIRST U/15YRS MALE 
SURF BOARD RACE /FIRST U/15YRS MALE RESCUE TUBE RACE/ SECOND U/15YRS MALE IRONMAN RACE 
/ FIFTH U/15YRS MALE SURF RACE.  
A VERY BIG CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE ABOVE COMPETITORS, THE POSITIONS YOU GAINED IN 
YOUR EVENTS ARE THE BEST OUT OF EVERYBODY ELSE IN AUSTRALIA. 
 I WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE A VERY TALENTED ATHLETE & OUTSTANDING COMPETITOR RYAN 
/!wwh[[ w¸!bΩ{ /hat9¢L¢Lhb ϧ {thw¢LbD !/IL9±9a9b¢Ω{ Chw ! мр¸w h[5 L{ C!.¦[h¦{ Φ 
RYAN STARTED COMPETING IN THE UNDER 11YRS CATEGORY AT COUNTRY, STATE, INTER BRANCH 
CHAMPIONSHIPS & HAS CONTINUED RIGHT UP TO THE PRESENT AUSTRALIAN TITLES. FROM ALL OF 
THESE TITLES & NOT INCLUDING HIS POOL RESCUE RECORD OR CARNIVALS OUTSIDE THESE TITLES OF 
WHICH I KNOW HE HAS HAD NUMEROUS SUCCESSES, HIS RECORD IN THE SURF TITLES SHOWS HE HAS 
WON, 7 IRONMAN TITLES, 2SURF RACE TITLES, 4 SURF BOARD RACE TITLES, 3 RESCUE TUBE RACE 
TITLES. HE HAS BEEN PLACED SECOND ON 10 OCCASIONS IN VARIOUS EVENTS PLUS MANY THIRD 
PLACES. /hat9¢LbD Lb ¢IL{ ¸9!wΩ{ /h¦b¢w¸ /I!atLhb{ILt{ I9 ²!{ 59C9b5LbD IL{ Lwhb a!b 
TITLE FOR THE FOURTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR .UNFORTUNATELY THIS WAS NOT TO BE. RYAN HAS BEEN 
AWARDED NORTH COAST ACADEMY OF SPORT 2014/15 ATHLETE OF THE YEAR, IN WHAT MUST BE A 
CAREER HIGHLIGHT SO FAR, HE HAS BEEN NAMED IN THE 24 MEMBER AUSTRALIAN YOUTH LIFE SAVING 
TARGET SQUAD TRAINING FOR THE 2016 ILS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS TO BE CONDUCTED IN THE 
NETHERLANDS. 
 
NSW INTER BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIP:  WHAT A 
PERFORMANCE FROM THE M.N.C TEAM , COMING THIRD IN 
THE COUNTRY POINT SCORE , CONSIDERING THIS TEAM 
NEARLY DID NOT COMPETE AT THE CHAMPIONSHIP THIS 
WAS A VERY  SATISFYING RESULT FOR MANAGERS PHIL & 
SHARON LEISHMAN WITH COACH JEFF POLVERINO DOING A 
GREAT JOB UNDER DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES. WITH NO 
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE PHIL & SHARON PUT THEIR HAND UP 
AT THE LAST DESPERATE MINUTE TO MANAGE THE TEAM, 
WITHOUT THEIR ACTION THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO TEAM COMPETING AT THE INTER BRANCH. 
WITHIN A VERY SHORT TIME FRAME THEY DID A FANTASTIC JOB ORGANIZING ENTRIES, CLOTHING, 
TRAVEL, ACCOMMODATION ETC FOR THE TEAM, THEN DUE TO LARGE & DANGEROUS SURF 
CONDITIONS IT WAS NECESSARY FOR OFFICIALS TO CHANGE VENUES, EVENTS & DAILY TIMETABLES, 
THIS WAS A VERY DIFFICULT & CHALLENGING BAPTISM INTO THE MANAGERS ROLE FOR THEM, ALONG 
WITH COACH JEFF MAINTAINING THE TEAM COMPETITION COMPONENT THEY CAME THROUGH WITH 
FLYING COLOURS. A BIG THANK YOU TO JEFF, PHIL & SHARON FOR THEIR SUPPORT & DEDICATION THEY 
GAVE TO THE TEAM & MID NORTH COAST BRANCH. 
MOST IMPORTANTLY TO THE TEAM MEMBERS,  I HAVE HEARD NOTHING BUT PRAISE IN THE WAY YOU 
CONDUCTED YOURSELVES IN THE COMPETITION ARENA & THE GENERAL COMMUNITY, HOPEFULLY THE 
TEAM SPIRIT YOU HAVE SHOWN COMES TO THE FORE AGAIN NEXT SEASON, THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT.   
 
MNC BRANCH CHAMPIONSHIPS: ON THE SATURDAY SENIOR NUMBERS WERE DOWN ON PREVIOUS 
SEASONS, HOWEVER THOSE WHO DID ATTEND ENJOYED THE DAY, MAYBE NEXT YEAR ALL CLUBS WILL 
ENDEAVOUR TO SEND TEAMS & JOIN IN, AFTER ALL THE CHAMPIONSHIPS ARE FOR THE CLUBS WITHIN 
THE BRANCH. 
THE FIRST AID COMPETITION & THE LIFESAVER RELAY EVENTS WERE WELL RECEIVED & PROOF WE NEED 
TO GET MORE VARIETY OF EVENTS INTO THE CARNIVAL PROGRAMME,  TWO UNDER 15  TEAMS 
ENTERED THE FIRST AID COMPETITION THIS YEAR, A FIRST FOR THE BRANCH & HOPEFULLY THIS TREND 
WILL ENCOURAGE MORE TEAMS TO ENTER ACROSS ALL CATEGORIES NEXT SEASON. ALL THE 
/I!atLhbΩ{ w9/9L±95 ¢I9LR TROPHY AT BRANCH PRESENTATION, CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL. 



PERFECT CONDITIONS GREETED THE BOYS & GIRLS ON THE SUNDAY MORNING & ACCORDINGLY THEIR 
PERFORMANCES & SKILLS WERE OUTSTANDING. THERE WAS A BIG CONTINGENT OF COMPETITORS 
FROM PORT MACQUARIE, TACKING POINT & SOUTH WEST ROCKS WITH PARTICIPATING NUMBERS 
FROM CAMDEN HAVEN, HAT HEAD, & MACKSVILLE SCOTTS VERY PROMINENT & IT WAS VERY PLEASING 
TO SEE THEIR MEMBERS GAIN SUCCESS. AS ALWAYS IT IS THE CASE SOME ACHIEVED BETTER RESULTS 
THAN OTHERS, HOWEVER JUST SEEING ALL THE BOYS & GIRLS OUT THERE TRYING THEIR HARDEST 
MAKES THEM ALL CHAMPIONS. 
CAMDEN HAVEN WERE THE HOST OF THE TWO CHAMPIONSHIPS UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF CARNIVAL 
ORGANIZER SUZANNE WHITE, THIS WAS AN ENORMOUS TASK WITH LIMITED MANPOWER, SUZANNE 
ALONG WITH HER FELLOW MEMBERS DID A FANTASTIC JOB. TO PRESIDENT GLEN & HIS MEMBERS ON 
BEHALF OF THE BRANCH THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE CHAMPIONSHIPS. 
M.N.C BOAT CREWS WERE WELL REPRESENTED IN THE ASRL, COUNTRY, NSW & AUSTRALIAN TITLES,  
SIX CLUBS FROM THE BRANCH CONTESTED THE NORTH COAST BOAT SERIES WITH KEMPSEY CRESCENT 
HEAD WINING THE CHAMPIONSHIP CLUB OF THE SERIES. COUNTRY TITLES SEEN SOUTH WEST ROCKS 
[!5L9{ ϧ a9bΩ{ /w9²{ ²Lb a95![{Φ 
 
 AT THE NSW TITLES MACKSVILLE SCOTTS HEAD MASTERS CREW WERE MEDALIST, ON TO THE AUSSIES 
& KEMPSEY CRESCENT HEAD U/19 BOYS MADE THE FINALS, A GREAT RESULT FOR THESE BOYS & THEY 
CAN BE VERY PROUD OF THEIR EFFORT. I AM SURE SOME CREWS BELIEVE THEY HAD A GOOD SEASON 
WHILE OTHERS FEEL THEY COULD HAVE DONE BETTER BUT I AM SURE  IN THE TRUE BOATIE SPIRIT THEY 
WILL BE OUT THERE AGAIN NEXT SEASON.  
 
UNFORTUNATELY NO CLUBS ENTERED IRB COMPETITION THIS YEAR, BUT IT IS SOMETHING I WOULD 
RECOMMEND FOR ALL CLUBS TO ENTER TEAMS IN THIS COMPETITION, YOU WILL BE AMAZED HOW 
MUCH IT IMPROVES THE SKILLS OF BOTH DRIVERS & CREW PERSONS. 
 
LAST BUT NOT LEAST A BIG THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS THAT KEEP SURF SPORTS 
GOING. 
NUMBER ONE IS THE OFFICIALS, NO CARNIVAL CAN FUNCTION WITHOUT THEM, M.N.C HARD WORKING 
OFFICIALS  ATTENDED COUNTRY, STATE & AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS WHERE THEY ARE HIGHLY 
REGARDED WITHIN THE OFFICIALS FAMILY.THEY ALSO PERFORMED THEIR DUTIES AT BRANCH 
CARNIVALS  ENSURING THE COMPETITORS GET THE BEST & FAIREST RESULTS. I CANNOT THANK THEM 
ENOUGH FOR THEIR TIME & DEDICATION.   
WENDY EVANS JAC CHAIRPERSON IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO HELP ME WITH ANY & ALL JUNIOR SURF 
SPORT MATTERS PLUS SHE IS A GREAT SUPPORTER OF SURF SPORT IN GENERAL.  
JO HAWKINS BRANCH ADMINISTRATION DIRECTOR FOR ASSISTANCE & HELP SHE GIVES SURF SPORT & 
MYSELF THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, 
MNC EXECUTIVE MEMBERS & SURF SPORTS PANEL MEMBERS FOR THEIR CONTINUING SUPPORT. 
TO ALL THE CLUBS & THE COMPETITORS 
WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT THERE WOULD 
BE NO CARNIVALS. 
¢I!¢Ω{ !.h¦¢ L¢ Chw нлмр. 
NEXT SEASON HOPEFULLY AT THIS STAGE 
WE WILL BE USING THE SLSA CARNIVAL 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM. THERE ARE MANY 
ADVANTAGES IN THIS PROGRAMME THAT 
WILL ALLOW US TO RUN CARNIVALS MORE 
PROFESSIONALLY & WILL BENEFIT AGE MANAGERS, COMPETITORS & OFFICIALS. FINALLY I BELIEVE 
COMPETITION IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST FACTORS THAT  KEEPS  MEMBERS PARTICIPATING IN THE SURF 
LIFE SAVING MOVEMENT THEREFORE WE MUST CONSIDER CONDUCTING CARNIVALS THAT ARE FUN, 
SHORTER IN DURATION, WITH SPECIALIZED & VARIED EVENTS BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS TO 
GIVE OUR COMPETITORS & ATHLETES THE OPPORTUNITY TO REACH THE PINNACLE OF THEIR SPORT. 
 
RAY MC DONAGH 
SURF SPORT DIRECTOR         



SLS MNC Member Services and Youth Development Annual Report. 
 

This season has been highlight after highlight, and to say that it was successful in 
my opinion is an understatement. So many people assisted me in my role and 
each year we improve on the previous seasoƴΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƻ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
not be fair as I would surely miss someone out, so as you read my report you will 
know where you assisted the Member Services Team. LetΩs reflect on the season 
that was so awesome. 
 
Life Membership of SLSMNC was presented to Branch President Rod McDonagh 
at the SLSMNC Awards of Excellence. The Life Membership Committee met and 
recommended that Rod be awarded Life Membership for his outstanding service 
to the Branch and the Lifesaving movement. A standing ovation occurred when 
he received his Life Membership pin. 
 
The awards night saw members recognised for their contribution across all areas 

of the Branch and Clubs in front of 111 guests at WBH SLSC.  The behind the scenes work by Joanne 
Hawkins and Bruce Caldwell, ensured a well run night and smiles all round. This year the Member 
Services Team took out the award for Team of the Year, and I look forward to attending the SLSNSW 
Awards of Excellence in Sydney in August along with our other Branch award recipients. The numbers 
are truly growing of those attending the NSW Awards, and this year will be no exception as we 
represent our Branch. 
 
At last years SLSNSW Awards of Excellence we applauded Jess Rayner (PMSLSC) 
when she received the SLSNSW Young Lifesaver of the Year award. 
Congratulations, and Jess follows a growing number of awardees at State level. 
Good luck to all those nominated, you have done your Branch proud. 
 
Throughout this season we are forever grateful for the assistance given to the 
Branch by our major sponsor Newcastle Permanent Building Society, a partnership 
that continues to benefit all in our life saving organisation. I wish to also recognise 
the supporters who are behind the scenes that offer goods or services, but in a way 
which they do not wish to be recognised. Safe n Sound Self Storage, Romer Locks, 
Mike Mooney from the Rego Shop and Shayne Phipps Removals have all been 
there to assist us this season. Thank you to all. 
 
I attended the opening of the SLSNSW Northern Operations Centre in Port Macquarie, a great facility 
which will give us a base to work from with all assets housed in a central place, and the opportunity to 
run courses, host meetings and utilise office space.  
 
Surf Club Open Day was a success for those Clubs that participated, with both Jo and I being present at 
/ŀƳŘŜƴ IŀǾŜƴ {[{/Φ ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǾŜƛƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Bar. In the North of 
the Branch I attended a moving service for the unveiling of a plaque to commemorate those Lifesavers 
from Macksville Scotts Head SLSC who fought in conflicts of war and represented the Branch by 
attending WBH SLSC and MSH SLSC annual presentation dinners. 
 
With assistance from SLSMNC Director of Education Kim Rayner, Age Manager courses were held to 
ensure Clubs were complaint to SLSNSW requirements. The Member Services trailer made some 
appearances throughout the Branch, with an inaugural outing at the Port Macquarie Volunteer Festival. 
I thank the Cadets from Camden Haven SLSC for attending, handing out stickers, brochures and applying 
tattoos to the kids attending.  Ryan Rosenbaum (SLSMNC DoLS) and Kim Rayner also attended to answer 
questions relating to Lifesaving and Education. I believe that is important that we showcase our 
organisation at events like this, as we compete for membership and sponsorship amid an ever increasing 
market place. 
 

Bob Higham NPBS 

Gary Hawkins 



The Junior Life Saver of the Year interviews took 
place for the last time in our old Branch Offices. 
This year we had Ella-Jayne Wehlow (PMSLSC) 
and Hugh Stewart (WBHSLSC) take out the 
coveted award, and represented our Branch at 
the State selection camp. Congratulations must 
also be forwarded to those who represented 
their Clubs at the Branch selections. Noah 
Hallett (CHSLSC), Stella Moore (CHSLSC), 
Johanna Lindeman (WBHSLSC),Tara Slattery 
(TPSLSC), Kyden Power-hΩToole (PMSLSC), Kate 
Ferguson (SWRSLSC) and Damien Owens 
(SWRSLSC). Thanks to Leanne Goggin, Bronwyn 

Simpson and Emily Davidson for assisting me with this years selection process.  
 
This season saw members from the Mid North Coast Branch represented at SLSNSW Development 
Programs. Dale Finch and Blake Studders attended the 18/25 Country to City Lifesaving exchange, Gayl 
Ellis attended the inaugural 26+ Development Program and both Jess Rayner and Samantha Henshaw 
attended as facilitators at the JLOTY and YOM Program. The Mid North Coast was well represented at 
the programs run throughout the State, networking, sharing ideas, developing their leadership skills and 
improving their confidence and self esteem. 
 
We delivered four Development programs for our Juniors and Youth throughout this season. The first 
being a visit to our Branch by youth from Dee Why and Collaroy SLSCs, using Tacking Point SLSC as a 
base for a weekend full of adventures. The U/14 to U/17 Development Program followed at Scotts Head, 
along with a wet U/12 to U/13 Camp at the same venue. Once again the bus headed south to Dee Why 
SLSC for the U/14 to U/17 camp at the end of the season. More details on these Development Programs 
are in the following pages, but before I move on, thanks must go out to all those who made them such a 
success. From the cooks, the facilitators, the chaperones and the host Clubs and most importantly the 
participants. 
 
I will finish up with a notable statistic that I believe sets our Branch apart from all others. The Mid North 
Coast Branch achieved the highest percentage of Females in Executive Positions (total represented at 
Club and Branch level) for this season. A great achievement in what was once a male dominated 
organisation. 
 
As this season ends, the work has 
already commenced on the next. I 
thank the Branch Executive, Members 
of the MNC Clubs, SLSNSW and the 
tireless work of my wife Joanne 
(SLSMNC Director of Admin and 
Development Program Coordinator). 
Some exciting times are ahead, and 
the Member Services Team will 
definitely be a part of it. 
Thanks for an awesome season. 
 
Yours in Surf Lifesaving, 
Gary Hawkins 
SLSMNC Director of Member Services 
 

 
 

  

SLSMNC Nominees and supporters at SLSNSW 2013/14 Awards of 
Excellence 



 

2015 SLS MNC Newcastle Permanent Development Program(s) Coordinator 

 
This season saw the SLS MNC Members Services Team hold 2 successful 
Development Camps, a Youth trip to Dee Why SLSC and a reciprocal visit from Dee 
Why & Collaroy youth to the Mid North Coast. 
 
Dee Why/Collaroy Youth Visit 2014 
Last season saw our MNC U/14 to U/17 youth travel to Dee Why SLSC for a weekend 
of activities. At the time it was decided to make this an annual trip, with a reciprocal 
visit from Dee Why and Collaroy members early this season.  Fifteen youth aged 
members, along with three chaperones arrived at Tacking Point SLSC on the Friday 
night. Saturday morning saw them break up into three groups and patrol at 
Wauchope Bonny Hills, Tacking Point and Port Macquarie SLSCs.  With assistance 
from SLSMNC Director of Lifesaving Ryan Rosenbaum and other duty officers, a mock 
search and rescue was performed on the Saturday night. This is a pathway within SLS that we are 
actively promoting to our youth, with some aspiring to follow on and do the Silver Medallion Aquatic 
Rescue award this season.  
On the Sunday morning, the beach was awash with water safety vests, with the MNC youth joining their 
Sydney friends in the nipper program at Tacking Point SLSC. A presentation was made to the visitors 
before they left for home, with Branch Executive members in attendance along with Branch sponsor 
representative.  
 
U14-U/17 Youth Development Camp 2015 
! ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ IŜŀŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмр ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊǘȅ of our U/14 to 
¦κмтΩǎΦ The young lifesavers were under the guidance of Camp Director Gary Hawkins and facilitators 
Ryan, Jess and Emily and in the care of wonderful chaperones /water safety /group leaders Chris, Scott, 
Jack, Sandra, Gayl and Michelle. With an emphasis on team work, all participated in Surf Sport 
orientated tube relays, Rescue Board relays, Taplin Relays and Swim Team relays.  

Powercraft pathways were 
explained by IRB and RWC 
trainers, and then all had the 
opportunity to being shown how 
to crew in an IRB and RWC. 
Rescue demonstrations were 
incorporated in the activities. 
Pathways within Surf Lifesaving 
were explained by selected 
facilitators from their chosen 
field and the youth discussed 
goal setting and their future.   

 
Saturday night, under the command of the Duty Officers, saw the youth split into two search parties and 
find and recover two manikins. Patients were assessed, first aid was administered, radio contact was 
made with simulated Surfcom, and patients were returned to safety.  All participants worked in a team 
environment, with some using skills learnt from training and obtaining ŀǿŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¸9tΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ 
launched at this camp, with in depth powerpoint discussion and participant workbooks distributed. The 
weekend concluded with the participants awarded certificates and Branch shirts by the MNC Branch 
President and Macksville SŎƻǘǘΩǎ IŜŀŘ {[{/ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ   
9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜƭƭ ŦŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ άŎŀƳǇ aŀǎǘŜǊ /ƘŜŦǎέ ²ŜƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳǳƳ 
Heather who have now cooked up a storm for us at 4 camps. 
Thank you to all the great young lifesavers, facilitators, chaperones and for a fantastic camp. 
 
 
 

Jo Hawkins  



U/12-U/13 Junior Development Camp 2015 
February 2015 saw a Development Program held at the same venue for sixty of our U/12 and U/13 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǎ ŀǘ {Ŏƻǘǘǎ IŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀinst 
us and so we modified activities such as Lifesaver Relays and tube rescue so they could be held indoors. 
Branch logos were designed and leadership activities undertaken. JLOTY at Club, Branch and State level 
was presented by a previous State JLOTY winner, pathways were discussed and personal goals 
identified. This program was attended by predominately first year attendees, ǘƘŜ ǿŜǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
dampen their enthusiasm with many wishing to return again next year. 
No one went hungry thanks to the wonderful meals freshly prepared by ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ άŎŀƳǇ aŀǎǘŜǊ 
/ƘŜŦǎέ Wendy and her mum Heather. 
Thank you to Bob Higham from Newcastle Permanent for presenting the participants with their 
certificates, shirts and bags on Sunday afternoon. 
Thank you also to all the great kids, facilitators, chaperones Michelle, John, Georgie, Natalie, Grant, Ali, 
Rowena, Cameron, Tim and David for another fantastic camp. 
 

 
MNC Youth visit to Dee Why 2015 
In March 2015 Member Services revisited Dee Why SLSC with twenty U/14 to U/17 youth and four 
chaperones Sandra, Michelle, Jack and myself. On the Friday night our youth met with the Dee Why 
Youth group for some evening activities. Saturday morning the group split into two so as to patrol at 
both Dee Why and North Narrabeen SLSCs. North Narrabeen beach was closed due to surf conditions, 
so the youth did a roving patrol to the lake and ocean bathes. The Youth patrolling Dee Why worked 
alongside council Lifeguards, in a different scenario that they are not used to at home. In the afternoon 
the group visited the Surfcom base at Warringah, Surf Rescue 30 at Malabar where the pathways and 
prerequisites needed to be a crew person and skipper were explained. From here we visited the Fallen 
Lifesaver memorial at Coogee, laid flowers as a marƪ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ then a 
visit to Bondi Lifeguard tower and meeting some of the Bondi Lifeguards brought happy faces and yet 
another pathway in Lifeguarding was showcased. Next morning, out of bed at 4.30am to board the bus 
at 6am. Destination Water Safety at Wet n Wild in the Western Sydney suburb of Prospect. One of the 
Chaperones (holds Trainer award) assisted in the resuscitation education, two other chaperones were 
team leaders and the Youth performed Water Safety and assisted Age Managers. A very busy weekend 
was had by all, with most experiencing activities that are not available for them at their home Club.   
 

 
Joanne Hawkins 
SLSMNC Development Program(s) Coordinator 
 



 
Director of Education Report 

2015 
 
 

This year saw changes to our CPR and all trainers and assessors needed a full 
upgrade, which they embraced with their usual enthusiasm and professionalism.   
Thank you as this makes my job a lot easier.  The season commenced with our 
annual workshop to update ourselves on the changes for the upcoming season and 
what was required for all members proficiencies.   
 
This year has seen some new trainers and assessors join our team, and welcome to 
them.  We also have 5 probationary facilitators completing their Cert IV TAE and 
being mentored through the courses they wish to facilitate. May you enjoy this 
experience and I hope it fulfils your expectations.  Many hands make light work.   
 
Currently we have 43 trainers, 27 assessors, and 9 facilitators with 9 probationary trainers, 4 
probationary assessors and 5 probationary facilitators available in the branch and a thank you for the 
hard work they have done in meeting the high standard required of a RTO.  This team is proactively 
challenging themselves to improve on how we deliver courses and assessments.  This season we have 
lost a couple of our trainers, assessors and facilitators, due to not wishing to complete the upgrades, or 
moving away from the area.   
I would like to congratulate all the trainers, assessors and facilitators for the great effort they have put 
into educating the members of the Mid North Coast Branch this season.   
 
We have had 118 candidates obtain their Bronze Medallion and 98 Surf Rescue Certificates, 25 IRB Crew, 
10 IRB Driver, plus numerous other awards, a huge effort from all concerned.  There is a slight decrease 
in some clubs, in awards, but their proficiencies are up.  Like all things, this goes up and down on 
roundabouts, so this is to be expected.   It does not mean that we need to rest on our laurels.  We still 
need to ensure we are providing the highest of standards for our members.   
 
Our Trainers have contributed in excess of 3500 hours, Assessors have contributed in excess of 400 
hours for awards, 450 hours for proficiencies and Facilitators have contributed in excess of 500 hours. 
              

CLUB No. of Awards 
Senior  

Proficiencies - 
all Awards 

No of Awards 
Juniors 

Camden Haven 26 129 75 

Hat Head 52 283 71 

Kempsey Crescent Head 32 173 67 

Macksville Scotts Head 44 189 64 

Port Macquarie 115 590 228 

South West Rocks 60 322 141 

Tacking Point 108 370 120 

Wauchope Bonny Hills 62 434  133 

 501 2490 899 

 
It is good to see that clubs are now presenting long service and patrol awards to its members.  Thank 
you to all members for your dedication and professionalism in completing your awards and 
proficiencies.   
  
 
Kim Rayner 
Director of Education SLSMNC Branch 

         Kim Rayner 



wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлмпκмр 
 

Well it is report time again. The past season was not as busy as the previous 
season with awards and proficiencies being down.  All club Training Officers 
and Assessors were kept on their toes with three thousand two hundred and 
ninety nine (3299) senior awards, senior proficiencies, JAC awards and 
proficiencies being carried out. This is a decrease of eight hundred & ninety 
nine (899) from the previous season.  This is a fairly large drop in awards 
considering that the previous season the awards increased by six hundred and 
thirty six (636). Over all a drop of fifteen hundred and thirty five (1535). 
Most major senior awards are down on the previous season, these being the 
Bronze Medallion/Certificate II in Public Safety, IRB Crew person awards, Silver 
Medallion IRB Drivers awards, Spinal Management awards and Silver Medallion 
Basic Beach Management awards down. The Education section may have to have a look at the number 
of these award courses and how many are run through the Branch during the season. 
Junior Surf education awards have decreased by twenty seven awards (27) from the previous season, 
with eight hundred and seventy five (875) certificates being awarded to JAC members.  
Branch run proficiency days were again held during the first couple of months of the season. Practically 
all club members completed proficiencies for all of their awards at these days. One thousand one 
hundred and seventy (1170) proficiencies were completed on those days, which is a decrease of one 
hundred and eighty six (186) proficiencies from the previous season. 
During the season two hundred and twenty eight (228) transfers were completed by Branch clubs during 
the season, this is a decrease of eleven (11) for the season. 
Once again I strongly recommend that no award courses be run during the months of April and May by 
clubs and Branch to allow all clubs to process their awards and finalize their annual reports and more 
importantly have their awards back from Surf Life Saving New South Wales in time for their Annual 
Presentation nights. At the time of writing this report a number of clubs still have awards sitting in 
Surfguard either incomplete or approved. These awards cannot be processed by the Branch Registrar 
until the clubs submit the appropriate paperwork to the Branch Director of Education who then sends 
the paperwork to the Branch Registrar for processing. 
 
After thirty six years as Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch Registrar, this is my final report as I am 
not seeking re election to the position for the coming season. I would like to thank the Branch Executive, 
Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ Ŏƭǳō ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜƭp and support during my thirty six years 
as the Branch Registrar.   
 
Bruce Caldwell 
Registrar Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast 
 

 
AWARD    CLUB 

 
MSH 

 
SWR 

  
HH 

 
KCH 

 
PM 

 
 TP 

 
WBH 

 
CH 

14/15 
TOTAL 

2013/ 
2014 

2012/ 
2013 

 RC / BASIC RC      7   7 28 21 

 SRC/CPR 5 19 3 6 25 20 13 7 98 72 68 

 BRONZE MEDALLION 9 13 9 12 28 26 17 4 118 155 126 

CERT II AQUATIC SAFETY 9 14 9 12 30 26 18 4 122 155 147 

 TOC/ BM  1    1 1 1 4 1 2 

 ASS/BM (ASSESSOR)      1   1   

ARTC, ARTC/AID, 12 5 13 1 3 2   36 32 11 

PAR (Provide Advanced 
Resuscitation) 

  17      17   

ARTC/TOC         0 1  

FAC/ASS/ARTC (ASSESSOR 
& Facilitator) 

1        1   

 IRBC  2 2 6  5   15 43 33 

Bruce Caldwell 



Silver Medallion IRBD 
SM/IRBD 

  1  3  4 2 10 20 10 

TOC/IRB         0   

 IRBE/EIRB (ASSESSOR)      1   1 1  

 FAC/SFA, ASFA, AFA,  1 1    6  8 55 25 

Silver Medallion Advanced 
First Aid SM/AFA 

        0 8 8 

 ROC     12 15   27 32 35 

Gold Medallion Advanced 
Life Saving GM/ALS 

     4 1  5 1  

Provide Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (PCR) 

    28    28   

25 YEAR LONG SERVICE 3        3 5 3 

30 YEAR LONG SERVICE         0  4 

40 YEAR LONG SERVICE     1    1  3 

50 YEAR LONG SERVICE  2   1    3 2 1 

60 YEAR LONG SERVICE  1   1    2  1 

5 YEAR NATIONAL PATROL 
Service 

    20    20 5 83 

10 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

    10    10 17 27 

15 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

    2    2 2 15 

20 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

    5    5  11 

25 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

        0  4 

30 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

        0  1 

35 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

        0  1 

40 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

    1    1  1 

45 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

    1    1   

50 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

    2    2   

5 Year Coaching Service 
Certificate 

    3    3   

10 Year Coaching Service 
Certificate 

    1    1   

40 Year Coaching Service 
Certificate 

        0 1  

5 YEAR ASSESSING 
Certificate 

    1    1 1 4 

10 YEAR ASSESSING 
Certificate 

    1    1  4 

15 YEAR ASSESSING 
Certificate 

        0  2 

20 YEAR ASSESSING 
Certificate 

        0   

30 YEAR ASSESSING 
Certificate 

        0   



SPM (SPINAL 
MANAGEMENT) 

1 2 9  5 2 1  20 25 25 

ASS/SPM (Assessor)         0   

Pain Management 
Certificate 

        0 9 7 

Provide Advanced 
Resuscitation 

        0 8  

Rescue Water Craft 
Operator RWC/OC 

        0 7  

SM/Basic Beach 
Management 

2 3 2  2 5 1  15 37 8 

BASIC EMERGENCY CARE 
(BEC) 

     4   4 11 8 

Provide First Aid (PFA) 1 8 10 1 8 4 10 15 57   

Provide Advanced First Aid 
(PAFA) 

        0 4  

Surf Sports Junior Official     2    2 5  

Surf Coach Level 1         0  5 

Surf Coach Level 2         0  1 

Surf Official Level 1       1 1 2  2 

Surf Official Level 2         0   

JAC Age Managers Course   3 5 1 6  7 22 48 6 

5 Year Officiating Service 
Certificate 

    5    5  3 

10 Year Officiating Service 
Certificate 

    2    2  1 

15 Year Officiating Service 
Certificate 

    1    1   

20 Year Officiating Service 
Certificate 

        0   

40 Year Officiating Service 
Certificate 

        0   

TOC Units Cluster         0 2 2 

Surf Survival         0  3 

SM/Aquatic Rescue 1 2   2 5   10 9 5 

TOTAL 44 73 79 43 207 134 73 41 694   

SEASON 2013/2014 76 91 42 60 197 145 112 79  802  

SEASON 2012/2013 18 197 39 45 175 148 69 43   727 

            

            

            

                                                   PROFICIENCY UPDATES FOR 2014/2015 SEASON 

 
AWARD    CLUB 

 
MSH 

 
SWR 

  
HH 

 
KCH 

 
PM 

  
TP 

 
WBH 

 
CH 

14/15 
TOTAL 

2012/ 
2013 

2012/ 
2013 

SRC/CPR 3 5 9 3 12 4 19 2 57 61 70 

BM PROF 55 77 49 55 114 116 75 35 576 566 539 

TOC/BM         0 31  

ASS/BM PROF         0 25  

RC Resuscitation 
Certificate 

        0  1 

TOC/RC Up Date         0 17  

ARTC Up Date 11 10 17 9 43 15 20 1 126 116 104 

TOC/ARTC Up Date         0 12  



ASS/ARC UP DATE         0   

ASS/ARTC UP DATE         0 11  

IRBC UP DATE 19 31 24 16 37 34 25 16 202 187 97 

SM/IRBD UP DATE 17 18 13 15 13 13 12 7 108 108 57 

TOC/IRB UP DATE         0 13  

ASS/IRB UP DATE         0 12  

ASS/SMAEC         0   

ROC UP DATE  5    2   7 41 4 

GM/ALS UP DATE     1 1   2 2 1 

PMC Up Date         0 9  

SPM 1 7 16  29  17  70 64 66 

ASS/SPM Up Date         0 13  

ASFA Up Date  4       4 25 10 

ATV/OC Up Date         0 26 14 

RWC/OC 2 3   6 4 3  18 10 5 

TOC/RWC         0 5  

ASS/RWC         0 2  

FAC/RWC (FACILITATOR)         0   

TOTAL 108 160 128 98 255 189 171 61 1170   

2013/2014 Season 158 203 137 91 296 257 175 39  1356  

2012/2013 SEASON 100 168 114 69 184 166 119 48   968 

            

            

 JAC AWARDS FOR SEASON 2014/15    

AWARD  CLUB MSH SWR HH KCH PM TP WBH CH TOTAL 2013/ 
2014 

2012/ 
2013 

Surf Play 1 8 22 6 10 34 16 16 7 119 140 75 

Surf Play 2 12 20 9 13 37 23 23 6 143 112 115 

SURF AWARNESS 1 (8) 15 15 10 10 27 19 14 7 117 155 114 

SURF AWARNESS 2 (9) 10 19 15 10 30 14 18 8 124 113 109 

SURF SAFE 1   (10) 7 21 12 6 28 10 11 9 104 97 110 

SURF SAFE 2 (11) 7 15 6 4 33 10 20 7 102 114 97 

SURF SMART 1  (12) 5 18 9 5 23 12 16 13 101 79 93 

SURF SMART 2  (13)  11 4 2 16 16 14 2 65 92 66 

TOTAL 64 141 71 60 228 120 132 59 875   

2013/2014 SEASON 46 113 51 66 264 161 133 68  902  

2012/2013 SEASON 46 118 31 69 272 167 76    779 

            

Junior Activities 
Preliminary Evaluation 

47 89 76 45 195 116 132 59 759 674 650 

Junior Competition Skill 
Evaluation 

16 67 59 19 159 65 98 18 501 464 438 

            

            

            

            

                                                    TRANSFERS 2014/2015 

 MSH SWR HH KCH PM TP WBH CH TOTAL 2013/ 
2014 

2012/ 
2013 

Transfers IN 11 6 11 6 41 11 27 8 121 117 98 

Transfers OUT 6 10 1 11 24 31 15 9 107 115 111 

TOTAL 17 16 12 17 65 42 42 17    

            



Mid North Coast Duty 
Officers 

         1 2 

Mid North Coast Support 
Operations 

         6 1 

Total Number of 
Transfers =  

        228   

            

            

Total Transfers 2013 - 
2014 

27 19 4 10 55 50 54 13  239  

Total Transfers 2012 - 
2013 

23 14 6 7 51 54 38 13   212 

            

            
 
 
 

Branch Statistics 

Category Total Male Female  

Probationary 14 6 8  

Junior Activity Member (5-13 years) 981 490 491  

Cadet Member (13-15 years) 128 69 59  

Active (15-18 yrs) 128 74 54  

Active (18yrs and over) 552 383 169  

Award Member 28 16 12  

Reserve Active 10 6 4  

Long Service 57 48 9  

Past Active 3 3 0  

Associate 508 227 281  

Life Member 64 57 7  

General 
 
Honorary 

210 
 
2 

70 
 
2 

140 
 
0 

 

Total Members 2685 1451 1234 

 
 

Total Patrol Hours 

Mid North Coast Branch 29,910.75 

  Camden Haven 2,073.00 

  Hat Head 2,567.00 

  Kempsey Crescent Head 2,946.75 

  Macksville-Scotts Head 2,432.75 

  MNC - Duty Officers 574.50 

  MNC - RWC Group 341.00 

  Port Macquarie 4,785.00 

  South West Rocks 4,799.25 

  Tacking Point 5,078.50 

  Wauchope Bonny Hills 4,313.00 

 

  



 
 

Leading Female Patrol Members 

Mid North Coast Branch Hours 

1. Kim Rayner (ID: 4675507) 167.5 

2. Jessica Rayner (ID: 3610599) 144.5 

3. Mali Gilbert (ID: 5508633) 109.5 

4. Michelle Garvan (ID: 3536430) 105.0 

5. Marie-Louise ONeill (ID: 3691505) 91.8 
 

Leading Male Patrol Members 

Mid North Coast Branch Hours 

1. Paul Rudduck (ID: 3595941) 293.5 

2. David BRUNSDON (ID: 3655200) 189.5 

3. Tony Silvia (ID: 3671378) 173.5 

4. Ryan Rosenbaum (ID: 3668409) 166.0 

5. Scott Alaban (ID: 5445868) 164.5 
 

 

  

 

 

 

SLS Mid North Coast ACTIONS SUMMARY 

CLUB PREVENTATIVE 
Actions 

RESCUES FIRST AID 

Macksville Scotts Head 373 10 2 

South West Rocks 492 5 20 

Hat Head 159 1 21 

Kempsey Crescent Head 104 15 69 

Port Macquarie 5144 34 101 

Tacking Point 401 9 34 

Wauchope Bonny Hills 561 10 32 

Camden Haven 523 15 21 

TOTAL 7757 99 300 

 
 
2014-15 SLS MNC Awards of Excellence 
 

 
                                                                        

                

     WBHSLSC                                                Pete Smith our MC          David Gillespie MP  
 
   
      
                     

                         
          Leslie Williams MP              wƻŘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƎƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {[{ab/    .ƻō ά/ƘŀƭƪƛŜέ {ƳƛǘƘ h!a 
 



 

             Cam McKee PM & Wendy Evans          Bob Higham, Jo Hawkins, Rod McDonagh               Ray McDonagh & Trent Searle 
PM Junior Pointscore Champs                                                                WBH Senior Pointscore Champs 
 

   

      
      WBHSLSC Club of the Year          New Life Member ς Rod McDonagh  
            
 
 

SLS MNC Awards of Excellence 
 
 

Junior Branch March Past Championship Shield  Port Macquarie 
 
Junior Branch Point Score Shield    Port Macquarie 
 
 
 
Finalists Junior Life Saver of the Year 
Kate Ferguson   SWR 
Damian Owens   SWR 
Ella-Jayne Wehlow  PM 
Kyden Power-hΩToole  PM 
Tara Slattery   TP 
Johanna Lindeman  WBH 
Hugh Stewart   WBH 
Stella Moore   CH 
Noah Hallett   CH 
 
Female JLOTY Ella-Jayne Wehlow 
Male JLOTY Hugh Stewart 
 
 
 

Hugh Stewart, Ella-Jayne Wehlow & Jose Ustariz 
from NPBS 



 
 
Junior Special Presentation 

Thanks to NPBS for their 
ongoing sponsorship with 

Junior and Youth Development 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Junior Development Camp 

 

 

          Junior Age Champions 2014/15 Season 
 

Age Group Male Female 

U/8 Tyse Thrower TP Emilee Franklin WBH 
 

U/9 Ben McIntyre & Jesse Suitor 
PM 

Olivia Oakshott PM 

U/10 Cayden Briscoe PM Fleur Sherlock PM 
 

U/11 Mitchell Chandler PM Sophie Oakshott PM 
 

U/12 Jared Humphreys TP Miren Davies PM 
 

U/13 Tom Osborne & Ryan Horton 
TP 

Tayla Maybon SWR 

U/14 Josh Dwyer PM Ebony Harding PM 
 

 

 

                                                             

                 

 

 

Gary Hawkins & Jose Ustariz NPBS 



SLSMNC BRANCH CHAMPIONS & SURF SPORTS AWARDS 2014/15 SEASON 

                          
           U/15 MALE                                                                                  U/15 FEMALE 

               Isaac SANDERSON  WBH                                                          Taylor SARGEANT      WBH 
 

                              
              U/17 MALE           U/17 FEMALE AND OPEN*** 
      Lachlan  HAWKINS  TP                                                             Toni HURKETT PM 
 

                                    
             U/19 MALE                   OPEN MALE 
                    Dale FINCH  WBH                                    Hunter LEISHMAN TP 



                                                                         

                              
              30-39 MALE                                          30-39 FEMALE 

                       Adrian PENSINI  CH                         Raquel SEALE  WBH  
 

         
                 40-49 MALE          40-49 FEMALE 
       Duncan KIRKLAND PM                  Raelene MYERS TP 

 

                       

                                       
                       50-59 MALE                     50-59 FEMALE 
                     Jeff POLVERINO PM            Carolyn TURNHAM  PM 
 



                        
60 PLUS MALE 

DR John VAUGHAN WBH   &  Hugh MACKAY   
 

 
70 PLUS MALE 

George FOWLER  WHBH 
                                

                       
      Jason Northey Open Ironman                            Outstanding Competitive Performance 

      Dale Finch WBH                                              Toni Hurkett PM 



 

Tony Hayes Shield Branch Point Score Champions 2014/15 
1st Wauchope Bonny  Hills 455pts 
2nd Port Macquarie 402 pts 
3rd Tacking Point 266pts 
4th Camden Haven 37pts 
 
 

JH Brown Shield (Water Events) 
1st         Wauchope Bonny Hills 232 
2nd            Port Macquarie 210 
3rd          Tacking Point 142 

 
 

Life Saver Relay 
1st WBH 
2nd PM 
3rd WBH 
 

 
Open First Aid 
1st PM J & P Rayner 
2nd WBH D Finch & E Walker 
 

 
U/15  First Aid 
1st WBH R Cornell & I Sanderson 
2nd WBH D Slater & A Hurd 

 
 

Bill Balkin Memorial Shield 
Kempsey Crescent Head 

 

  



                       

                               
                   Young Lifesaver of the Year         High Commendation 
                         Lachlan Hawkins TP          Blake Studders PM 

         
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Athlete of the Year                          Athlete of the Year                            Masters Athlete of the Year                                          
Ryan Carroll TP                                                 Toni Hurkett PM                                     Carolyn Turnham PM 
 

        
     Rookie of the Year                 Coach of the Year   

       Will Smith SWR                                  Rick Rolff PM                
          



                  
          Administrator of the Year     High Commendation        
      Joanne Hawkins TP/SLSMNC                    Jess Rayner PM 

    
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Official of the Year     Assessor of the Year               Trainer of the Year 
    Ray McDonagh SWR                              Tony Wright PM                                    Paul Rayner PM 
 
          
                                              

 

 

 

 

    

     
  

   
   

 
 
 

 
       Facilitator of the Year                   High Commendation          
         Kim Rayner PM                         Sue Croad HH 
 



              
                Club of the Year 

                                    WBHSLSC 
 

 

 

     
                    Team of the Year      High Commendation    
          {[{ab/ aŜƳōŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ        First Aid Team Paul & Jess Rayner PM 
            Gary & Jo Hawkins & Team     

      

                           
         Volunteer of the Year        High Commendation         

                    Michelle Kirkwood WBH        Michelle Garvan CH 
 



                 

                                            
      Female Lifesaver of the Year          Male Life Saver of the Year 

             [ƻǳ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ².I                         Tony Worton CH 
      
 

    

 

    Tom Saul Memorial Trophy ς Branch Patrol Championship  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
  

                      
                          

1saŀŎƪǎǾƛƭƭŜ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ IŜŀŘ                          Ryan wƻǎŜƴōŀǳƳ ϧ Wŀǎƻƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ tǊŜǎ a{I 
 
 
 

                                          

Lachlan Hawkins & Ken Wilson            Toni Hurkett &έ Chalkieέ                    David Gillespie MP, Will Smith & 
Bob Smith OAM                                         Tony Hayes OAM 



  

                   
Bob Higham & Kim Rayner     Rod McDonagh receiving Life Membership   Bob Higham & Sue Croad 

          With Chalkie Bob Smith & Ken Wilson        
 

  
     
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

          Bob Higham NPBS, Leslie Williams MP,                                    Rod McDonagh, Joanne Hawkins,                     
               ¢ƻƴȅ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ϧ Wŀǎƻƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ                                      aŀǘǘ aƻŘŜƭ ϧ DƭŜƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ tǊŜǎ /I{[{/           

 

                  
Paul Rayner & Michelle        WƻŀƴƴŜ Iŀǿƪƛƴǎ ϧ [ƻǳ hΩbŜƛƭƭ            ά/ƘŀƭƪƛŜέ .ƻō {ƳƛǘƘ ϧ ¢ƻƴȅ  
             Kirkwood                                                                                                                Worton 
 

Shayne Phipps & Paul Rayner Max Waters OAM & Jo Hawkins RayMcDonagh & George Fowler 



2014 INTERBRANCH  REPORT  
 
OVERALL ORGANISATION 
The short time frame due to the late appointment of team manager, provided a great challenge, which 
was met, and a very successful team was formulated. A survey was given to the athletes at the end of 
the weekend, with an overwhelming majority of participants giving full marks to the 2014 Interbranch 
organisation and management. 
The accommodation provided great facilities, the food was excellent and there was enough room for 
play and training. 
The support from the MNC Branch management team, Ray, Jo and Mike made organisation and 
payment of the accounts easy and prompt. 
 
PLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS 

¶ Pick the team earlier to allow some prior training/bonding sessions and ordering of clothing 

sizes, production of gear in a not so rushed timeframe 

¶ Book accommodation asap to get facilities closer to the event 

¶ Get sponsors on board earlier- maybe signed up for a certain number of years 

¶ Get media attention papers/TV/radio- this would allow sponsorship  airplay 

¶ IŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎκŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀƴŜƭ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀǎǘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘκŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜό ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŜǉǳŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻȄ Ϸуллύ 

¶ Increase funding as $15,000 is not enough as this has been the same amount for 3-4 yrs. Costs 

have increased significantly 

¶ A better tent that is lighter to carry and more user friendly 

¶ A Trolley or some carrying device for the tent would be more OH+S. 

¶ The balance of clubs was good amongst the chaperones, managers and coaches as the athletes 

all knew someone- no-ƻƴŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ψƻǿƴ ŎƭǳōΩΦ 

CONDUCT 
The team stayed together and worked well together. Morale was very high. The new uniform was worn 
with pride and the athletes felt as good as if not better than the more financial Sydney branches. The 
accommodation pleased the athletes as there was plenty of room for training and play. The pool 
allowed for a swim session and the track/field allowed for the drills. There was great respect amongst 
the team members, and the behaviour was exceptional 
      

 
Phil Leishman 
Team Manager 



 
aŀŎƪǎǾƛƭƭŜπ{Ŏƻǘǘǎ IŜŀŘ {[{/ ς tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 
 

We come to the end of another season and I am proud to again report that we 
can repeat our mantǊŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ άƴƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ǇŀǘǊƻƭέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
reflect on this, and to remember that indeed our core goal is the preservation of 
life in the aquatic environment. 
 
 
The 2014-мр ǎŜŀǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ άƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέΦ hǳǊ 
Executive changed somewhat, with Andrew Moran as Secretary and Chris 
Stewart returning as Chief Instructor joining Treasurer Chris Bell, Club Captain Jim 
Brazel and myself as President making up the Executive Committee. I am pleased 
to advise Members that your Club is in great hands and that your Management 
Committee has worked tirelessly to make Macksville-Scotts Head Surf Life Saving 
Club a better club. 
 
The remarkable effort of Colleen Henry saw the club receive over $122,000 in 

funding for the clubhouse renovations, which has been completed and includes a craft storage area, 
security improvements, disabled access toilet and refurbishment of the upstairs area into a Members Area 
and Training/Meeting Room. These improvements have made a remarkable difference and will certainly 
ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ tŀƳ IŀƭŀƳ 
at Mid North Coast Realty. 
 
We again hosted the Scotts Head Carnival Weekend in November and the Craft Weekend in June and 
restarted Sunday sips. All are important fundraisers for our Club and continue to grow in size and success. 
Competitors come from across the State to row, paddle or swim and we pride the success of these 
weekends on the social atmosphere of competition. 
I congratulate the social committee and all members who help out in running these events. 
 

 
 
The club resolved to remember our Lifesavers who have served in any conflict of war as part of the 
centenary of Gallipoli, the unveiling of a plaque was witnessed by 180 past and present members and 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛƎƴƛǘŀǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ w{[ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ 
and a credit to the club  
 
Our boaties represented the club well this year, and came home from States with a 2nd 220 years 
Congratulations to Keith McKay (Mooki) and his crews. 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳǊŦ wŜǎŎǳŜ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ κ 
Bronze Medallion squads through their paces, plus IRB and ART Squads. A big thank you to Chief Instructor 
Chris Stewart and Training Officers Bill Richardson, and to our Assessors and other clubs. 
 

Wŀǎƻƴ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ a{I 



I must take the time to thank the Junior Activity Team of Anna Walsh, Hayden and Sue Sutherland for 
their fantastic effort over the year along with all the nipper team it was great to see all the new gear and 
ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ  
 
The club  was awarded a national rescue of the month award at parliament house in Canberra in February   
It reminds us that we exist to save lives, create great Australians and build better communities. It also 
reminds us that we are a can do movement. We can strive to do better. We can try, and fail, and try again. 
We are united in our goal and we are determined to achieve it. 
 
In closing I would like to thank all members and my wife Cathryn for a great season and encourage 
everyone to think about how they can make their surf club a better place. As a great President once said, 
άŀǎƪ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǊŦ Ŏƭǳō Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǊŦ ŎƭǳōέΦ 
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South West Rocks SLSC Report to Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast- 2014-15 
 

Once again South West Rocks SLSC has achieved another outstanding season in all aspects of our 
operations, although we have faced some unique challenges this past season. We have achieved 
excellence in all areas of Surf Lifesaving including administration, Lifesaving, surf sports, member 
services, fiscal responsibility and importantly our service to the community. The professionalism shown 
by all members is to be commended.  
 
Lifesaving/Education 
 
Last season we pledged to restructure our commitment to patrols which meant increased hours across 
the board for individuals. We were able to streamline this process and no patrol breaches were evident 
as a result. This all goes towards building a strong Club and maintaining our profile in the community & 
business sector. 
 
The number of preventions and rescues has increased noticeably for the past 2 seasons however any 
major casualties were alleviated. This has been the result of our professionalism and underlying Club 
improvements in the Lifesaving portfolio. 
Our Patrol coverage of the two beaches and surrounding areas during school holiday periods includes 
full patrols on both Horseshoe & Main Beach in conjunction with the Council Lifeguards. All Patrol 
members are to be congratulated for their dedication and efficiency. Andrew Busch our Director of 
Lifesaving and Patrol Officer Tony Silvia should be congratulated on their efforts. Emergency Support 
Services were carried out by Club members on the Rescue Water Craft & IRB on behalf of the Mid North 
Coast Branch and this service provided a back up to our traditional patrols, we were tasked to call outs 
between Scotts Head & Crescent Head and involved in a number of searches, and a night operation. One 



of these searches involving an overseas tourist in an isolated location, lasted for over 5 days and some 
members took time off work to assist, unfortunately the body was not recovered. 
 
It is again reassuring to see an influx of new members gaining awards and for existing members to 
maintain & upgrade our skills. For this to occur we obviously need training and education. Sam Henshaw 
did an outstanding job as Education Officer under difficult circumstances but the quality of candidates 
was first class. Thanks to all trainers and the MNC Branch Education Team for their assistance 
throughout the season. This all goes towards better beach safety, engaging with the community, and 
providing pathways for all, but particularly our youth.  
 
Juniors  
 
Once again our nippers had good numbers throughout the 
season and it would be hard for all not to enjoy themselves. 
Our numbers remain constant with around 150 turning up 
each Sunday and attendance at local carnivals was strong as 
was the representation in the Interbranch Team and the 
number of medals gained at Branch, Country and for the first 
time in some years we bought home some state medals.  
The juniors led by Shannon Askew have also concentrated on 
progressing surf skills for our future lifesavers and a number 
of social functions were held for the group. The juniors also 
got through a heap of awards and enjoyed regular Sunday 
morning activities. Our thanks to all the Age Managers and 
helpers who contributed their time last season. It was pleasing to see a number of parents undertake 
the Junior Officials program and many assisted at local and higher level carnivals.  
 
Surf Sports 
 

The mainstay of our competition this year was our male & 
female boat crews who had some success at the North 
Coast Boat Series and picked up medals at the Country 
/ƘŀƳǇǎ ƛƴ aƻƭƭȅƳƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎǊŜǿǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
State and Australian Championships with some encouraging 
results which will hopefully develop into the next season. 
Notwithstanding we had a large contingent of Juniors and 
open competitors attend local and Country Championships 
in various events. The nucleus of competitors raised funds 
to assist with costs for travel and accommodation. The Club 
will need to develop more surf sports officials moving into 
the future.  
 
 

 
Events 
 
In March, we again hosted the Gaol Break Swim with a slightly different format which proved popular 
and numbers were healthy. Next year we aim to better promote the event and take things to a more 
professional level. 
 
During the season we were also kept busy with involvement in the Trial Bay Triathlon and Macleay 
Marathon, and held a small craft carnival in October. Another event which is a major fundraiser for the 
/ƭǳō ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƻŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ CƛǎƘŜǎΩ 5ŀȅ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǾŜǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
community interaction. 
 



By far our biggest event was the NSW IRB Championships, with approximately 500 Competitors. This 
was a significant effort by our Club and once again we proved we were equal to any task. The Carnival 
required a great deal of interaction with Surf Lifesaving NSW & Kempsey Shire Council and the local 
community. I thank the Carnival Committee for their diligence in delivering a 1st Class event. These 
events pull the entire Club and community together to work as a team and I thank all members and the 
townsfolk who made it possible. 
 
Administration 
The Club Bar & Bistro has been trading steadily and we seem to be attracting more functions and 
patrons to our venue. With this comes a lot of extra responsibility, accountability and a huge workload 
on the Executive in particular. Our dedicated staff are all club members and this reflects in the job they 
do to promote our venue. Unfortunately our building is old and in need of a total makeover. 
Maintenance costs, electricity, insurance, waste removal, rates and plenty of other hidden expenses 
make things challenging with virtually no assistance for these types of overheads.   
Our Management Committee has worked hard and has been well represented at Branch courses and 
meetings and we also have 3 members on the Branch Executive and others who act as Duty Officers. 
 
Whilst a lot of effort is required to run the business side of the Club our focus remains on our core 
duties, such as patrols, Juniors, education, training and surf sports. 
 
 THANKS 
 
The amount of financial and in kind support afforded to South West Rocks SLSC by the wider community 
and other organisations/business is greatly appreciated. In particular I would like to acknowledge the 
assistance of Surf Life Saving NSW and their associated sponsors and supporters, The NSW Government, 
SLS Mid North Coast and Kempsey Shire Council who have all been very supportive with a number of 
issues and I am pleased that we have a good working relationship. Also SWR Rotary and SWR Chamber 
Commerce and Newcastle Permanent Building Society.  
 
These organisations have allowed us to provide our service to the public in  all aspects such as Patrols, 
community education, response to out of hours incidents and fostering our youth, and enabled us to do 
this with modern, reliable equipment.  
 
My thanks to a hard working Management Committee and particularly the Executive. Thanks also to 
SLSMNC who have been on hand to offer guidance or assist with any matter. 
 
Yours in Surfing 
Cassie Halverson    
Director Administration.  

 

 
 
  
 
 



 
 

                  
 
 

                   
 

HAT HEAD SLSC PRESIDENT REPORT 
2014/2015 Season 

 
We have had a very safe and successful year again without having to do many rescues. This year was our 
ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŎǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
let anyone down doing a lot of hours, as we have only five patrols, which means we are on the beach 
more often. 
 
Thank you to all the hard working committee who have put in many hours during the season, without 
these members the club would not operate. 
We have received a grant of $290,000 from SLS NSW and sport and recreation to do the renovation of 
underneath the surfclub, starting in middle May. We hope to have this finished by the start of the new 
season. 
 
 
This season our nipper numbers increased considerably, meaning that Sundays were very busy. A big 
thanks must go to all age managers and parents who did water safety every Sunday and the others who 
look after the BBQ after nippers finish. Although not many of our nippers are competitive, the ones that 
have been this have been very successful on the beach and in the water. This year we sent a team of 11 
to the branch champs and came away with two gold medals and a couple of silvers. They all enjoy the 
fun and competition every Sunday at the beach   
 
 

                                 
                                                       BBQ after nippers.  
 
This year we successfully put through our bronze and SRC squads early on in the season, therefore these 
members were able to join patrol teams this year giving us more members on the beach.  
 
 
 
 



 

  
 

2015Bronze Squad 
 
Quite a few of our regular patrolling members updated their skills and awards this season with a view 
towards being a more active and responsible member of the club. 
A weekly newsletter was commenced last season and was quite popular, and with surfguard text service 
and the newsletter we have been able keep all members abreast of patrol, training and community 
events. 
As a group members of our surfclub have been active in community activities providing first aiders, 
marshalls and entrants in local sporting events, which has been valuable in keeping a high profile for our 
club as a whole. 
Plans have been put into place for a smooth transition into season 2015-2016, with an emphasis on 
attracting more new member families, up skilling existing members, Job sharing of committee duties to 
wean in new members to the executive committee and raising the profile of our club in the local area 
with a view towards attracting funding towards a facility upgrade. 
  
We held our presentation night on the 2nd of May at the Gladstone Hotel and it was a great success. It 
was the best rollup for years, with 90 members there. After dinner, awards and speeches everyone got 
up on the dance floor and had a great time.  
 
 
                                           
                     
                                 

Sue Croad receives 
the John Goodwin 
Trophy for 
Clubperson of the 
year from Luke 
Hartsuyker                                              
                              
                           
 
 
 

 
Braiden Daniels and Jake Sanders receive the 
John(yakka) Watson award for Junior Clubperson                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
of the year from Melinda Pavey.               



 
                                                       
 

                          
                                Paul Rudduck did over 300hrs on Patrol. 
 
 
 
Our AGM is on the 3rd August 2015 at The Heritage Hotel in Gladstone starting at 6.30pm. 
 Thank you also to Woodside for the cover provided for us to shelter under during surf carnivals and 
nipper days on the beach. 
 
Also thank you to Telstra and DHL for the uniforms provided, without these we would not have the 
protection we receive from these on the beach. 
 
Ken Parish 
President Hat Head SLSC.    
 
 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



KEMPSEY CRESCENT HEAD SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB Inc  
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ нлмп-15 

 
The 2014/15 surf club season has been a very interesting 
one with all club activities operating out of two shipping 
containers whilst out new club is under construction. It 
goes without saying that our remarkable and resilient club 
members got on with the job at hand and conducted 
themselves most professionally throughout the season. 
With some difficulties we managed to have a very 
successful season on all avenues. With exciting times ahead 
we are looking forward to next year and the new building.  
 
On the lifesaving front we had a number of new bronze 
medallion awardees, who joined our patrolling banks to 

help keep Killick beach safe. Our 6 patrols did a fantastic job, aided by relatively calm conditions and 
above average rainfall, which led to poor water quality allowed the club to go through the season 
incident free. I would like to sincerely thank the other 5 Patrol Captains, Greg Kings, Dave Bartlett, Mick 
Conomos, Adam Clay and James Conomos for their professional job throughout the season. Thanks also 
to all patrolling members. 
 
I would also like to thank the committee for their tireless work, especially with the design and 
paperwork surrounding the new development. I would like to single out both Robyn and Maurie Fuller, 
who still do a massive amount of work to keep the club ticking along and for opening up their home to 
conduct the meetings. A special thanks further goes to Robyn, for keeping all the paperwork and budget 
on track during this building project- Thank You very much. Evelyn Jacobs again did some outstanding 
fundraising despite not having a club house. A huge thank you also to Mick Conomos who did a very 
professional job as club captain. 
 
Our Nippers continued to have strong numbers despite the poor conditions and despite number falling 
away towards the end of the season it was great to see them on the beach and in the water. A huge 
thanks to Shelly McLean for her work with the nippers. 
 
Our surfboat crews continue to form the back bone of our Patrols with 30 members rowing out of the 
approximately 45 patrolling members. We again won, although it tied with Woolgoolga this year in the 
NCSBP for the club championship. Our open ladies cǊŜǿ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƘƻƻƪǎΩ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ hǇŜƴ 
ƳŜƴǎΣ WǳƴƛƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ нллǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ Ǌŀƴ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦ hǳǊ hǇŜƴ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ у ŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ όwŜǎŜǊǾŜǎύ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ нллǎ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƴƛƻǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ {ŜƳƛΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ¢ƛǘƭŜǎΦ    
 
In closing I would like to thank all members, 
friends and supporters of the Kempsey 
Crescent Head SLSC for another successful 
season. With exciting times ahead I look 
forward to next season and hope to see you 
all back on the beach and a few more new 
faces. 
 
Yours in lifesaving  
Scott Edwards 
 
 

 
 
 

Scott Edwards  



 PORT MACQUARIE SURF LIFESAVING CLUB  
 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
2014/2015 Season 

 
 
 

This year has seen our Club really come together and work as a harmonious, one team approach to Surf 
Life Saving.  Our membership is growing every year.  We currently have 117 Active Patrolling Members, 
34 Cadets (13-15yrs), 12 Active (15-18yrs), as well as 3 Award Members.  We have around 300 Nippers, 
so on a Sunday morning it is a spectacular sight, seeing all these young lifesavers in training in their 
bright pink vests.   
 
Ella-WŀȅƴŜ ²ŜƘƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ YȅŘŜƴ tƻǿŜǊ hΩ¢ƻƻƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ tƻǊǘ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜ {[{/Ωǎ ƴƛǇǇŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 
and were chosen to represent the Club at the Branch Nipper interviews.  From this Ella-Jayne a beautiful 
young lady with heaps of drive and passion for the organisation, was chosen as the Branch Female 
Nipper of the Year.  A very big congratulations to Ella-Jayne.  
 
Our members have accumulated over 4785 patrolling hours, with 5144 Preventions, 34 Rescues, 101 
First Aid incidents with only 6 of them requiring ambulances.  Our members have put in some strong 
hours, with our top ten members in both male and female categories, taking out three places in the 
branch top ten.  On average our members are rostered for about 36-40 hours each season.  As can be 
seen in the table below at least 20 club members patrolled in excess of this figure during the season. 
 

Leading Female Patrol Members 

  Name Hours 

1. Kim Rayner                      1st Branch 167.5 

2. Jessica Rayner                2nd Branch 144.5 

3. Jennifer Wookey              7th Branch 85.0 

4. Jodie Rich  53.3 

5. Rhona Maclean  52.5 

6. Dione Edwards  48.5 

7. Caitlin Rich  44.5 

8. Fay Phelps  42.3 

9. Emily Davidson  41.3 

10. Brooklyn Mullan  41.3 

   

   
 

Leading Male Patrol Members 

  Name Hours 

1. Scott Alaban              5th Branch 164.5 

2. Paul Rayner               6th Branch 159.3 

3. Blake Studders          9th Branch 116.3 

4. Terry Mawer  83.0 

5. Tony Wright  67.8 

6. Dean Taylor  59.0 

7. Cameron McKee 58.3 

8. Brock Sherlock 55.5 

9. Phillip Davidson  51.5 

10. Robert McCue  48.8 

   

   
 

 

 

The attendance on the beach has seen some 32,466 beach goers with 19,964 swimmers, and a total of 
over 60,622 people attending.  
 
Our members have performed well in Branch Championships, Country Championships, State 
Championships, Aussies and also the North Coast Boat Series.  We had a team of 60 that went to 
Country, 10 to State and 7 to Aussies bringing home medals at all competition.  The club First Aid team 
gained a Bronze Medal at the State Open Championship, a first for the club in this discipline. 
 
Our Boat Teams, under the leadership and tutelage of Rick Rolff competed extremely well in the North 
/ƻŀǎǘ .ƻŀǘ {ŜǊƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ {ƛƭǾŜǊ aŜŘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ǘƘŜ Girls were able to 
attain the Bronze in theirs.  Well done to those teams on a great season. 
 
The Federal Government made good with their promise of $121,000.00 in Grants which will be put into 
renovating the clubs roofing system and extending the verandah on the beach side of the club house.  
Funds will be placed into making the club more disabled friendly as well.  These major works are about 
to begin so there will be a huge transformation in the coming weeks and months. 
 



A number of existing sponsors at the Club including David Plews from First National Real Estate, APPS 
Mechanical, North Coast Marble and Granite, Watsons Caravans and Andrew Miedecke Motors to name 
a few, who continued to support the club this year.  Some notable new sponsors who came on board 
were the Westport Club.  We were able to in concert with the Westport Club run the Saturday Morning 
Charity Housie.  This sponsorship was a fun way for people of all ages to have a chance at winning some 
major jackpot money along the way, whilst proǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ  CƛƴƴƛŀƴΩǎ 
Tavern continued to allow the club to run raffles on a Friday night, again making money towards the 
club.  The donut bucket drive continued to bring into the club $5000 to $7000 this year and we are 
grateful for this money.  We also look forward to bringing in the 2015/16 season with Charles Sturt 
University, who have already expressed their sponsorship for the new surf season. 
 
Another sponsorship and joint initiative run at the club this year was the partnership with the Cancer 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ {ǳƴ {ƻǳƴŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƧƛƴƎƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
11.00am to 3.00pm being the hottest time of the day.  With this came a marquee for use by the patrols 
to get out of the direct sunlight and sunscreen for the public and patrol to use.  This was very well taken 
to and positive feedback was gained. 
 
Thank you also to the Committee.  The group came together with their skills and attributes and were 
able to continue as a cohesive unit this year for the betterment of the club.  
 
Some notable winners at our Awards of Excellence night were: 
 
Glen Towle ς Club Person 
Scott Alaban and Jess Rayner ς Open Club Patrol Persons of the Year 
Jess, Kim and Paul Rayner ς ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 
Ashlee Power ς ¦мрΩǎ /ƭǳō tŜǊǎƻƴ 
Brock Sherlock ς ¦ƴŘŜǊ мтΩǎ /ƭǳō tŜǊǎƻƴ 
Blake Studders ς ¦ƴŘŜǊ мфΩǎ /ƭǳō tŜǊǎƻƴ 
Phillip Hatherley ς Club Rookie 
 
Last but not least, Jess Rayner was awarded the Young Life Saver of the Year 2014 for Surf Life Saving 
NSW.  She was also awarded the Young Citizen of the Year at the Port Macquarie Hasting Council 
Australia Day Awards 2015.  These two awards are a testament to her dedication and tireless hard 
working ethos that she brings to the club.  Congratulations Jess. 
 
All in all, it was a big year for the Port Macquarie Surf Life Saving Club and we hope that 2016 is as good 
as this one. 
 
Rick Rolff 
President 
Port Macquarie Surf Life Saving Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rick Rolff 



 

 
Tacking Point Surf Life Saving Club 

Presidents  Report  2014/2015 
 
  The 2014/2015 season has seen another great year for the patrols on Lighthouse Beach with no 
ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ !ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘǊƻƭǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ 
roving patrol outside the flagged area south along the beach for several kilometres. The southern area 
of the beach is very popular with four wheel drivers, surfers and dog owners. Patrol members have been 
very active in educating the public in the dangers of rips and swimming outside the flags in general as 
well as being active in preventions.  
Patrol attendance has been a par with previous years with all the patrols having the required members 
(apart for a couple of specific occasions, mostly due to illness). Once again getting members proficient 
before 31st of December was a challenge as always and as always it is the belief of all involved with the 
processing of proficiencies in the club that the paper trail involved with proficiencies at a branch level 
could be streamlined and simplified.  
 
On the competition front the club has continued to enjoy a high level of success at all echelons and in all 
disciplines. The nippers continue to impress at all levels and ages with Ryan Carrol being the standout. In 
ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴǎΣ ¢ǊŜƴǘ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ оǊŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƭŀngatta Gold Short Course was outstanding. The 
masters had a great season too with Kevin OwensΩ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ōƻŀǘ ŎǊŜǿ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŘƻŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
find some more club coaches in the future as they are a little scarce at the moment and without 
coaching for all levels of ability who knows what the future holds.   
 
The outgoing committee was blessed with, what appeared to be a common vision and goals. Great 
things have been achieved in the last two years with an inordinate amount of time and effort (and 
money) being spent on the upgrading of the infrastructure of the club. This infrastructure includes 
equipment for the lifesaving, training and competition mechanisms within the club as a whole. These 
improvements have been wide and varied, ranging from the fixing of the lights on the deck and new 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƻǳǘōƻŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Lw.Ωǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ 
and competition boards as well as a new surf boat. The list is huge and some things are more visible 
than others. Income from the bar has allowed the club to follow a course of equipment rejuvenation 
and maintenance with all the rescue equipment being either upgraded or now being part of a regular 
service program. 
Infrastructure is not the only area of modernisation that has consumed a large amount of human 
resources. The running of the bar as a commercial enterprise was in its infancy when this committee 
inherited it from the previous one. Between the Director of Administration (DoA) and the Director of 
Finance (DoF) there has been a massive amount of man hours invested in the book keeping procedures 
relating to the operation of the bar. The documentation involves procedures relating to the wages, 
superannuation, taxes, insurances, licences, supplier accounts, the ordering of stock, banking and book 
keeping, staffing, equipment upgrades both behind the bar and in the hall in general and liaison with the 
όŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ύ wƻǎƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΧ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊΦ      
As a committee we have been accused on multiple occasions of only caring about the running of the 
bar! The knowledge that these comments were made from a position of astounding ignorance makes 
them no easier to accept. Like it or not the income from the bar is what is keeping the club financially 
sound.  
 



The grants received from the council and SLSA are a pittance compared to the cost of running and 
ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳǇƭȅ 
proven in the past few years with the exceptions being the boaties and junior collection day. 
 
 The negative feedback and propaganda by some long term members of the club about the operation of 
the bar has affected me in particular because I know firsthand the massive commitment that both Tina 
and Chris have made to see the bar be a profitable enterprise for the club and ignorant people making 
ill-informed comments is extremely hurtful and uncalled for, not to mention unhelpful. Our motivation 
has always been the desire to encourage unity within the club and to try and concentrate on the 
development of our core business of life saving, including the need to strive for the club to be financially 
independent.    
¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ōŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōƛǎǘǊƻ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳghout the past 
season with Wednesday, Friday and Sunday evenings being the mainstay of the operations. The club has 
experimented with different forms of entertainment on Wednesday nights in particular with varying 
levels of success. Friday and Sunday afternoons are always a favourite with the locals and tourist alike 
throughout the warmer months. As always the food from the bistro is also a draw card with the pricing 
kept at a low family friendly level. Most meals come in at under ten dollars and the weekly specials 
(usually a curry) are very popular amongst the patrons. 
 
In the past year the club has seen some major building works carried out. The construction of the 
disabled access to the club has been less than smooth. The tension that these works have caused within 
the executive has become toxic in recent times. These issues began at the point when a senior member 
of the club took it upon himself to sign the construction contract (on behalf of the club) with CPG, 
without first consulting the committee or ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
representation or the committee. I firmly believe that this action fully indicates that some members 
believe that they are entitled to operate both outside and above the workings and procedures of the 
committee and executive. 
 Unfortunately this course of action left the club no choice but to go through with a job where there was 
no fixed price quote or budget and where at best the club was provided with estimates and projections 
of costs. At no stage was the job put out to public tender for builders to look at and at no stage was 
there any tenders provided to the committee. Legal advice and the advice of NSW State Centre (post the 
ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘύ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ been to go to court and try and 
prove that an individual (any individual) did not have the right to sign any contract on behalf of the club, 
especially a contract worth approximately  two hundred thousand dollars!! It takes two signatures to 
sign any cheque for the club after all. It was deemed that the costs likely to be incurred and the time 
delays left us no choice but to proceed with the work.  
Some of the senior executive have struggled to stay informed with the details of the construction and 
ongoing costs which has only heightened a sense of frustration, especially for me, as I have often been 
unable to answer what should be straightforward questions from club members due to the lack of 
information. On several occasions my emails to the project manager were completely ignored, God 
forbid I had the right to ask a question!  
I was only the President after all! 
These facts combined with an attitude of consistent resentment when information was requested by 
ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎŜΣ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ heightened the feelings of frustration and added a tinge 
of suspicion. This sense of suspicion was only heightened more when the person responsible for the 
signing of the construction contract freely admitted being a long term personal friend of both the 
builder and project manager.  
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƛƎƴ 
with their opinions, then it is perfectly acceptable to sabotage or undermine those decisions in any way 
possible, this has made the continuation of the current committee untenable. Once again this shows 
that some senior members of the club live in the belief that they operate over and above the normal 
operations and procedures that go hand in hand with workings of an elected Board of Directors.   
   
 



The outgoing committee (and myself personally) had, as a core desire, the wish to strive for complete 
transparency of the clubs inner workings and finances. I believe this was amply illustrated by the fact 
that one of the first decisions of the current committee was to reopen the monthly general meetings to 
all members of the club. A full account of the minutes and financials have also been freely, available 
ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀǎ 
ǘŀōƭŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘΦ 
 
L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦ ƭƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ƴȅ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ Ƴȅ 
father worked his way up from being a patrol member at Cronulla SLSC to eventually become the 
National Executive Director of Surf Life Saving Australia and World Life Saving President. My parents 
owned a business (now owned by my eldest brother) that was the original supplier to surf clubs 
Australia wide for all things from caps through to surf reels. I have been a nipper, patrol member and 
have nearly two decades of experience as a contract event coordinator working for SLSA on Iron Man 
ǎŜǊƛŜǎΩΣ /ƻƻƭŀƴƎŀǘǘŀ DƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƛǘƭŜǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DƻƭŘ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Lƴ-
ƭŀǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŦŀƳŜΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ {ǳǊŦ [ƛŦŜ {ŀǾƛƴƎ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǌƻǿ ŀ 
ōƻŀǘ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƪƛΣ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ όŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƴύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ L ƭƛǾŜ 
from the club means I rarely drink at the bar. 
I do patrols. Lifesaving is where my passion and motivation has always lain.  
I was encouraged to take on the role of President at Tacking Point by a group of people who were 
looking forward to a bright future for the club, a future where the club was reunited as a single entity 
without the factions that had become apparent in previous years. A future of modern facilities, 
equipment and financial independence. And a future of openness and transparency where all club 
members are not just considered equal, they are treated as equal. 
 
It has been my privilege and pleasure to work alongside those likeminded members of the committee 
and I have revelled in their honesty and integrity. It saddens me that the actions of a few can 
disenfranchise so many dedicated and experienced volunteers.   
Lǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
future and it is with even greater regret that I realised that I cannot in good conscious continue my 
association with Tacking Point SLSC beyond the 2015/2016 AGM. 
 
Patrick J. Staunton 
President 
Tacking Point SLSC   
 

 
 



 
 

Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC Inc. 
 
It gives me great pride to present this report to the Mid North 
Coast Branch Surf Life Saving on behalf of the Executive and 
members of the Wauchope Bonny Hills Surf Life Saving Club. 
 
The 2014/15 season has been another highly successful season for 
our club. We were so proud to be awarded the MNC SLS Club of the 
Year Award at the recent MNC SLS Awards of Excellence dinner at 
our beautiful clubhouse in June 2015. This award is owned by every 
single member of our club, they have all contributed to the success. 
WBH is extremely proud to be nominated for the NSW SLS Club of 
the year. 
 
We proudly say that no lives were lost at Bonny Hills beaches whilst 

WBH patrols were on duty. Our members have patrolled in excess of the requirements of our lifesaving 
ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 
We are extremely fortunate in having many members who contribute to our lifesaving functions, with 
staggering voluntary contributions of time.  WBH also contributed members to the MNC Support 
Operations Group. 
 
The Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC Co-Directors of Lifesaving, Michelle Kirkwood and Lou hΩbŜƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ 
the way in improving our lifesaving standards, in their second year in this demanding role. Our patrolling 
strength was good and we believe that our second place overall in the Mid North Coast SLS patrol 
efficiency award is a great tribute to all of our patrolling members, while still providing room for 
improvement. To that end work has already commenced on some new initiatives for our patrols for the 
coming season. 
It was also fitting that Lou and Michelle were both nominated for prestigious awards at the Mid North 
Coast Branch Awards of Excellence, with Lou being awarded the Branch Surf Life Saver of the Year 
Award and Michelle the Volunteer of the year award. 
We wish Lou and Michelle all the best as they represent both WBH and MNC Branch at the NSW Awards 
of Excellence in Sydney. 
 
²ŀǳŎƘƻǇŜ .ƻƴƴȅ Iƛƭƭǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ Ψ[ƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ 
management team consisting of Paul Hoole, Steve Cornell, Justin Poppleton, Chalkie Bob Smith and Dale 
Finch. This team ensured new club members were trained for lifesaving awards in an efficient manner, 
thus ensuring that we had a good number of new patrolling members. 
 
The 2014/15 season was another outstanding success on the competitive front for the Wauchope Bonny 
Hills Surf Club. There were so many highlights and contributors that I am sure I will miss someone in this 
brief report (if I do it is in no way intentional).  
 

¶ Issac Sanderson - AUSTRALIAN CHAMPION, U/14 2KM beach run, GOLD Medal NSW Country 

Championships U/15 2 KM Beach run. 

¶ Tom Lewis  - BRONZE medal Australian Championships and BRONZE medal NSW Championships 

U/15 2 KM Beach run. 

¶ Hugh Stewart ς Australian Championship finalist. 

¶ Raquel Seale ς NSW Championship medallist. 

¶ George Fowler ς NSW Championship medallist and Australian Championship finalist. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ άwǳǎǘȅ Iƻƻƪǎέ ¦κмф .ƻŀǘ ŎǊŜǿ ς Australian Championship Quarter finalists. 



¶ Wauchope Bonny Hills proudly competed at NSW Country, NSW and Australian Championships 

in 2014/15 season. 

The Wauchope Bonny Hills Surf Club Australian Championship team travelled to North Kirra and again 
represented the club proudly. Our team consisted of three boat crews and twelve open / masters 
competitors. The entire team had a fantastic time.  
 
On the social and community scene, WBH continues to ensure that it contributes positively to the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻƴƴȅ Iƛƭƭǎ /ŀǊƻƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎƪέΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ά.ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜ .ŀƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻƴƴȅ Iƛƭƭǎ ²ŀƭƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ /ǳǊŜέ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΣ 
the Port Macquarie Triathlons as well as assisting a number of school groups, during the season. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ά.ŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǘ .ƻƴƴȅ Iƛƭƭǎέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ 
celebrations on the coast and in turn contributes to our positive financial health. 
 
We are also very fortunate to have the commitment of great sponsors and supporters: 

¶ FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE NORTH HAVEN  

 Principle Lifesaving partner 

¶ PORT ORTHODONTICS 

 Principle Nippers partner 

¶ ULTRAFLOOR 

¶ ELITE PACKAGING SOLUTIONS 

Principle Surfboat partners 

¶ HASTINGS CO-OP FUEL SUPPLIES ς Fuel supplier 

¶ The FAT FISH Bistro 

¶ WAUCHOPE LIONS CLUB 

¶ M & S PRINT 

¶ NSW Department of Community Services 

¶ Port Macquarie Hastings Council 

¶ The Wauchope and Bonny Hills and surrounding communities ς Thank you 

 

To the current members of the Wauchope Bonny Hills Executive, my thanks for all of your hard work and 
desire to ensure that WBH continues to move forward. 
 
Thanks and congratulations to the Mid North Coast SLS Executive and each of the other MNC Branch 
clubs. 
To every single Wauchope Bonny Hills member thanks, congratulations and keep enjoying your club. 
 
Regards 
Peter 
 
Peter Smith 
PRESIDENT 
WAUCHOPE BONNY HILLS SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 



Presidents Report 

The 2014/2015 season was another successful and highly 
eventful year for our club. 
 
As a Surf Life Saving Club our primary objective is to ensure the 
safety of our beach and to protect the tens of thousands of 
people who visit our beach each season.  This season saw our 
volunteers patrol for 1241 hours performing 18 rescues and 
hundreds of preventative actions.  Several of our members 
patrolled for close to one hundred hours this season which is 
exceptional. A big thank you also goes to DHL for once again 
supporting Surf Life Saving in providing the infamous yellow 
patrol shirts. 
 
It was great to welcome several new members to our club.  The 
vitality and longevity of surf lifesaving in the Camden Haven 
requires new volunteers to consistently join our movement and 
for existing members to continue to maintain their 
professionalism and increase their qualifications and skills.  It is 

pleasing to see several of our patrolling members undertaking courses and gaining additional 
qualifications.  Our club will always support and assist members in furthering their surf lifesaving 
qualifications. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǎŀǿ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǉǳƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǾŜƛƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ .ŀǊΦέ  ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ 
to Anthony Cook for his efforts in obtaining the licence and acting as our Bar Manager.  It was great to 
have four of our six life members present for the official opening of the bar.  All people were impressed 
ōȅ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ƘŀƴŘȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛŦŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ .ŀǊέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΦ 
 
Our Cadet members have been fantastic contributors to our Club and to Surf Life Saving this season.  
Our cadets participated in numerous carnivals and camps throughout the season.  Further to this our 
cadets were active in patrol duties, assisting our nippers with water safety, fundraising as well as club 
equipment care and maintenance.  
 
This season saw another successful junior activities (Nippers) program.  Nippers not only provides a fun, 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴce in 
the surf which has an overwhelming positive impact on safety at our beaches.  Well done to Jenny 
Cooper and her host of assistants.  It is of vital importance that our club continues to promote and grow 
our junior activities programs. 
 
As well as our surf lifesaving activities Camden Haven SLSC provided volunteers for a range of 
community and other events including King of the Mountain, Slice of Haven, Camden Haven Triathlon 
and the Ironman Triathlon.  It is testimony to our volunteers that we not only provide thousands of 
volunteer hours to surf lifesaving, each season we additionally provide volunteer hours to improve 
safety and enjoyment for community events. 
 
Our club hosted a hugely successful and well supported branch senior and junior championships.  Well 
done to our carnival organiser - Suzanne White and our swag of volunteers for staging what many in our 
branch have referred to as the best branch championships in years. 
Our Club relies heavily on community support to provide surf lifesaving services.  Thank you to all of our 
supporters in particular Laurieton Hotel, Camden Haven Chamber of Commerce, LUSC and LJ Hooker 
Laurieton and Wauchope. 
 
 

DƭŜƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
President CHSLSC 



All of our members have made a fantastic contribution to surf lifesaving in the Camden Haven this 
season.  I know that I speak on behalf of the Camden Haven Community and visitors to our community 
when I say thank you to all of our volunteers for your surf lifesaving efforts.  No lives lost on our beach 
during patrol hours is a record that the Camden Haven SLSC can be justifiably proud of. 
 
Well done to all committee members for your fantastic and often tireless efforts during the season.  On 
a personal note I would like to thank all committee members for their support during the season. 
Thank you to all members for their assistance and support during the year and for again giving me the 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ    L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴtinuing to work to improve surf 
lifesaving in the Camden Haven.   
I hope you all have a safe and enjoyablŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ 
season.  
 
DƭŜƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
President ς Camden Haven SLSC (inc) 2014-2015 
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