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Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch comprises eight Clubs: 
 

   Macksville-Scotts Head    South West Rocks    Hat Head 

   Kempsey-Crescent Head    Port Macquarie    Tacking Point 

   Wauchope-Bonny Hills     Camden Haven 



PRESIDENTS REPORT 2015-16 
 
It is with great pride that I present the 2015-16 annual summary for Surf Life 
Saving Mid North Coast. The role of our Clubs, stretching from Camden Haven 
to Macksville -Scotts Head is a vital service to the community of the Mid North 
Coast. This has been evident by the demands on our volunteers and a reliance 
on our expertise and resources for a wide range of activities. This could include 
first aid at sporting events, water safety at triathlons, presentations to schools, 
and the list goes on. Obviously our traditional operations such as patrols, 
competition, education and development of our members are paramount. To 
be able to provide these services into the future requires a realistic and flexible 
approach and forecasting of factors such as emerging trends with beach 
visitation, increased population and increased visitor attendance. 
Our volunteers have performed in a professional manner throughout the season 
and have adapted to the constant changes in Surf Life Saving, in all aspects. The 
SLSMNC Board of Directors has worked towards future sustainability and whilst 

there are challenges the relationship between the Branch and the Clubs will ensure that Surf Life Saving 
remains progressive in our area. 
The Life Saving Portfolio has been occupied by Ryan Rosenbaum who has brought a great deal of 
enthusiasm and professionalism into our operations particularly in the scope of support operations and 
communication with Club Directors. Due to this our patrols and out of hours response was exemplary. 
The continual development of our Duty Officers, RWC crews and call out teams is first class and we were 
the first point of call for most incidents. I believe we can further promote this vital service and provide 
additional resources and security for our patrolling members; this is not to take away from the excellent 
job all Clubs carried out during a long season.  
Clubs have renewed their lifesaving agreements for the ensuing three years and this has been modelled 
around maintaining a functional service to the public and tailoring the capabilities of Club resources. 
Assistance from the NSW Government towards lifesaving equipment has ensured that Clubs are well 
equipped to patrol our beaches. This season has seen increased engagement with other Government 
Agencies and delivery of a safer aquatic environment in the Hastings, Nambucca and Macleay area. I 
thank all Clubs for the commitment and cooperation with patrols which at times can be demanding. 
This past year SLSMNC has been operating under a new Constitution and more importantly a more 
strategic organisational structure to lead us into the future. At this point things seem to be aligned but 
we will monitor our operations with the changing trends within Surf Life Saving. Our By-Laws are a living 
document and allow us to update our functional procedures to best suit our needs, we will be 
endeavouring to renew these on a regular basis with input from the membership. 
It is a little over 12 months since we moved into the new SLS NSW Operations Centre at Port Macquarie. 
The premises has provided the Mid North Coast Branch with a home and provide a modern premises for 
administration, storage of rescue equipment, training and meeting rooms and a Branch Office. I 
acknowledge there are some improvements that can be made as to how we utilise the building and we 
are working closely with SLSNSW to maximise the benefits.  
Our Surf Sports program over the season has been well attended and several local Open & Junior 
Carnivals were conducted. Clubs were well represented at Country, State & Australian Championship 
with some outstanding performances with medals produced at all levels. It was pleasing to see people 
undertake officials courses which will assist towards longer term goals within the Surf Sports portfolio. 
Our Director Ray McDonagh has worked with a small but dedicated team to analyse the competitor’s 
needs and align some of our events towards this, the Surf Sports panel has met on a few occasions and 
made relevant recommendations. 
The North Coast Boat Series continues to operate with strong numbers which has moulded some of the 
excellent results at higher levels. The Interbranch Team put in a good performance at Cape Hawke and 
made the Branch proud. The Stramit Country Championships was held at South West Rocks, which 
attracted large numbers of competitors and was conducted under a new format. The event was a great 
success and will be held at SWR in 2017.Most Clubs held point scores and conducted varied events such 
as ocean swims and stand up paddle board events which is another great facet of what we do. 
 

Rod McDonagh 



Gary Hawkins and the Member Services team have had a big season with continual improvement in all 
aspects of assisting our members to become better lifesavers. Several development camps were 
conducted which have been of great benefit to those in attendance and have developed our lifesavers 
to a high standard. Trips to the metropolitan area further advanced the skills of our members and all 
have enjoyed the experience. The Junior Life Saver of the Year had good representation from Clubs and 
had 2 very worthy winners in Isaac Plunkett (Port Macquarie SLSC) and Grace Kunhell (Wauchope Bonny 
Hills SLSC) I believe the Junior membership is in a strong position at all Clubs but obviously we can 
always strive towards better initiatives for the future. It is vital that we further engage with all 
categories of our membership and identify our areas of improvement, to allow Clubs to empower their 
members. 
The Junior Life Savers of the Year should be congratulated on a great job as young ambassadors for Surf 
Life Saving Mid North Coast. These outstanding young lifesavers are testament to the quality of the 
juniors moving their way forward in Surf Life Saving. They have both taken a keen interest in Branch 
affairs and encourage their peers to become involved in our movement. 
For the second year running Macksville Scotts Head were involved in a dramatic rescue in treacherous 
seas. The heroic efforts of Jason O’Donnell, Scott Balfour and their team in rescuing an Irish kayaker was 
awarded as Rescue of the Month for June 2016 and their skill in undertaking this rescue is to be 
commended. 
The Education Team have conducted a vast array of courses being made available to members and 
many courses delivered to the Community, which is one of our important Branch obligations. All of 
these courses have been very professionally conducted by our Trainers, Assessors and facilitators. We 
have developed streamlined processes for proficiencies and administration of awards which will 
hopefully present benefits to the membership. The Education role is quite intense and constant reviews 
of policy and procedures is integral to the best outcomes, more importantly it will allow us to provide 
enhanced community education and quality training for our members. Kim Rayner has led a dedicated 
team of trainers and assessors and all involved have done a mighty job. 
My thanks to all of the Branch Board of Directors who all contribute an enormous amount of time and 
personal sacrifice which often goes unnoticed, but it is encouraging to have such passionate people in 
these roles. 
I also acknowledge the workload of Club volunteers in regards to administration, governance, fund 
raising, sponsorship, patrols, juniors and of keeping a Club harmonious. The Branch has committed to 
investigating options to assist Clubs with support to carry out these functions. 
My thanks to Surf Life Saving NSW  Directors and staff, Kempsey Shire Council, Nambucca Shire Council 
and Port Macquarie Hastings Council who have afforded various financial and in- kind support 
throughout the season. We acknowledge the assistance of SLSNSW and SLSA partners, Stramit Building 
Products, DHL, BEKO, Dulux, Westpac, Engine Swimwear, Dolphin Surfcraft, Virgin, Clubs NSW and the 
NSW Government for enabling our core functions of building better communities and saving lives. Our 
major sponsor Newcastle Permanent Building Society is a wonderful organisation who provides us with 
many opportunities to promote Surf Life Saving on the Mid North Coast and my sincere thanks to them. 
Finally the Branch could not function without the members who fulfil the many roles that make our 
Clubs function and my thanks to those people. 
 
Yours in Life Saving 
 
Rod McDonagh 
President SLSMNC 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
SLSMNC has seen another successful lifesaving season draw to an end with pre-season planning 
commencing for the 2016/17 season.  
 
This season has again seen members of our Branch recognised for their high 
level of commitment and dedication. 
Surf lifesavers from Macksville-Scotts Head SLSC who rescued a stranded 
kayaker in very dangerous conditions earlier in June this year, have been 
awarded the prestigious National and State Rescue of the Month for their 
efforts. It’s a rescue to be proud of and their actions undoubtedly saved the 
man’s life. It’s the second time in two seasons that Macksville-Scotts Head 
SLSC have been awarded the National and State Rescue of the Month award 
and they are now in contention to win the National and NSW Rescue of the 
Year awards which will be announced later this year. 
Ray McDonagh was announced SLSNSW Official of the Year and I was 
privileged to be awarded SLSNSW Administrator of the Year at the 2014-15 
SLSNSW Awards of Excellence. 
 

Last November saw members from WBH, 
CH, MSH and myself attend the SLSNSW 
Club Forum. We found the forum 
informative and helpful for future 
strategic planning.  
Our members attended the State 
development programs such as the 18-
25’s Development and Networking 
Program, 26+ Development Program, 
Youth Opportunity Makers and Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year. Our Directors also 
attended the NSW Combined Portfolio’s 
Conference. 

 
Thank you to those Clubs within our Branch for hosting our junior and senior carnivals. This season saw 
the return of the Country Championships to South West Rocks for two years. Our members performed 
well there and also at NSW State and Aussies with many medals being won.  
 
A very successful Awards of Excellence and Presentation evening was held at SWRSLSC on 4 June with 
the new restructured format proving popular. The night was well attended with all clubs represented. 
Official guests Melinda Pavey, Member for Oxley, Councillor Anna Shields, Pip Butt and Alex Mecham 
from SLSNSW and SLSMNC Life Members presented awards. Thank you to my co-host Peter Smith 
president WBHSLSC and current and previous SLSMNC Junior Lifesavers of the Year for their assistance. 
Congratulations of course to all our members who received awards. The outstanding awards from the 
Mid North Coast Branch Awards of Excellence have been nominated for the NSW Awards of Excellence 
which will be held in Sydney on the 13 August.  
Surf Sports Awards for the season were also presented on the night. A full list of award winners can be 
found later in the report. 
 
We have been utilising the Surf Life Saving NSW Northern Operations Centre at Port Macquarie as our 
base for just over 12 months and are still in the process of using it more functionally. Thank you to 
SLSMNC Director of Member Services Gary Hawkins, who has coordinated the memorabilia at the 
reception of our Branch Office. 

 

 

Joanne Hawkins  



 
A special thanks must go to our Branch Sponsors and supporters for their continued support. 
Newcastle Permanent Building Society, Safe’n’Sound Self Storage, Shayne Phipps Removals Port 
Macquarie and Mike Mooney “The Rego Shop” Port Macquarie. 
We must also thank, acknowledge and support our State and National sponsors and supporters. 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
                  
  

 
                    

                   
              

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
To all the Executive and Clubs thank you for your support during the season. 
 
Joanne Hawkins 
SLS MNC Director of Administration 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Director of Life Saving Annual Report 2015/16 

 
 
Season Overview 
The Surf Life Saving season has again come to an end with all of our eight clubs 
providing patrols and call out services to the communities of the Mid North Coast. An 
influx of tourists this season saw an increase in public beachgoers to 203 054 to our 
area. This is always great to see but places extra strain on our resources. To all new 
members that graced our beaches for the first time this year, well done and I hope to 
see you all patrolling well into the future.  
 
The start of the season would see the eight club Directors of Lifesaving, Support 
Operation personnel and MNC Duty Offices to a combined conference held at the Port 
Macquarie’s Emergency Operation Centre, the day was well attended and crucial 
information supplies to each club for the season. 

 
Major achievements for the season 

 Implementation of the Digital Radio Network: Complete 

 Weekly Duty Officer Briefing: Complete 

 Rescue of the Month: Complete 

 Gear and Equipment Inspections: Complete 

 Proficiency Audits: Completed 

 Patrol Operation Manuals: Complete 

 Lifesaving Service Agreements signed: Complete 

 Attendance to SAREX: Complete 

 Attendance to LEMC and RC meeting over Three LGA’s: Complete 

 Delivery of $5,000 worth of frontline funding through the BSEF grant 

 Delivery of $16,000 worth of funding through the $ for $ grant 

 Delivery of $12,000 worth of store credit with SLSA thanks to the MNC Branch 

 Attendance to SLSNSW BOL meetings/ teleconference: Complete 
 
Development Programs 
Each year Lifesavers from across the MNC nominate to attend development programs to better further 
themselves not only as an individual but also as a frontline lifesaver, over the years the MNC has had 
plenty of Success and this year did not disappoint, The MNC would also see lifesavers attend the following 
development programs. 
 

18-25 Development Network Program 

Kyanah Goggin Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC 

Mitchell Kirby Hat Head SLSC 

Blake Studders Port Macquarie SLSC 

Emily Davidson Port Macquarie SLSC 

 

Junior Lifesaver of the Year 

Grace Kuhnell Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC 

Isaac Plunkett Port Macquarie SLSC 

 

26+ Development program 

Mylina Clancy Hat Head 

Sandra Slattery Tacking Point 

Gayl Ellis (Facilitator) Wauchope Bonny Hills 

 



 
Major awards 
SLSMNC has a proud to support the ongoing development of its lifesavers with this years lifesaver of the 
Year going to Tony Worton from Camden Haven SLSC, congratulation to Tony and his incredible effort 
over the 2015-2016 season.  
We have also seen the Macksville Scotts Head get awards for the National Rescue of the Month and also 
recognised at the SLS Australian Awards of Excellence 
 
2014/2015 Snapshot 

Rescues 75 

Preventative actions 5308 

First aids 187 

Beach attendance 203 054 

Total patrol hours 26 556.25 

13surf call outs 24 

Coastal drownings 4 

 
Surf lifesaving MNC Support Operations 
This season we would see the two Mid North Coast Rescue Water Craft sign up to a full Lifesaving service 
agreement to come in line with the eight mid north coast surf lifesaving clubs, this would me the 12 
operators wold contribute up to 376.50 patrolling hours on the MNC.  
 
A big thank you goes out the two MNC Support Operation Coordinators Tony Silvia from South West Rocks 
SLSC and Justin Poppleton from Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC, both would ensure the Rostering is 
completed, the craft is serviced and rescue ready 24/7. The ongoing Support from SLSNSW would see 
adequate funding be supplied to the branch to assist in the ongoing operational costs of the two craft 
 
THE OPERATORS 
David Brunsdon, Andrew Busch, Dylan Cameron, Peter McNally, Tony Silvia, Ryan Rosenbaum, Mitchell 
Dawson, Tony Hallinan, Justin Poppleton, Jessica Rayner, Paul Rayner, Tony Wright 
 
Surf lifesaving MNC Support Operations 
With the implementation of the MNC Duty officer system in 2007, there has been an increase in both 
afterhours response to incidents and also the need to assist clubs during Duty Officers to the MNC area, 
the system would not work without the support of Paul Rayner the MNC Deputy Director of Lifesaving 
with the inception of the weekly duty officer briefing which is supplied to the MNC Duty Officers, Support 
Operation Personnel, Lifeguard Services and Club Directors of Lifesaving, I believe the increase of 
information across the MNC would assist in response to rescues and also the heightened awareness to all 
Clubs to assist in reducing the Drowning rate across the area. The Seven duty officers contributed to a 
staggering 530 patrol hours across the MNC, the MNC will see the introduction of a new Seadoo into 
operations with the funding of a new craft. 
 
THE DUTY OFFICERS 
MNC 11 Paul Rayner, MNC 12 Ryan Rosenbaum, MNC 13 Rod McDonagh, MNC 14 Mitchell Dawson, MNC 
16 David Brunsdon, MNC 17 Tony Silvia, MNC 18 Kim Rayner. 
 
This year the MNC has excelled in reducing the drowning rate within NSW, Increasing participation across 
the board and also ensuring the swimming public have the red and yellow army on standby to assist in a 
time of need, Thank you for the ongoing support as the MNC Director of Lifesaving, and I hope to see you 
all next year. 
 
Yours in Lifesaving  
Ryan Rosenbaum 
Mid North Coast Director of Lifesaving 



 
Mid North Coast SLS 2015/16 SURF SPORTS REPORT 

 
 Another season has been & gone. For some a very successful season for others 
disappointment. Two junior carnivals commenced our competition season. Firstly at 
South West Rocks then followed by Port Macquarie. At South West Rocks under very 
trying weather conditions a full programme of events could not be completed. 
However Port Macquarie was different weather wise but the competitor’s faced some 
very challenging sea conditions, a good test for them early in the season. As host of 
these events both clubs performed above & beyond the call of duty. A very big thank 
you to all concerned within your clubs. Our open/masters carnival was held at 
Macksville Scotts Head once again well run & a very enjoyable event. The SLSNSW 
inter- branch championships was the first major carnival of the year & for this   
SLSNSW introduced a new format of racing & rules.  One new innovation was a draft 
system & the other was all short course racing. The draft system allowed branches to pick a select number 
of open competitors from other clubs & branches within NSW, the idea being  branches could  strengthen 
their team if they chose to do so . By taking advantage of the system this allowed branches to enter in 
more team events especially for country branches. MNC drafted 3 members from Sydney clubs, 2 from 
Cronulla & 1 from Wanda .these 3 young members were a credit to the sport, they coached our junior 
team members, competed extremely well for us & fitted into the team so well, our junior members gained 
so much from them. Under the control of richard broomby (coach) MNC team performed remarkably well, 
third overall in the country pointscore. With a little bit of luck & a bit more training this result could have 
been even better as they were always in the mix at the finish line. To save a desperate situation Melinda 
Cockshutt & Richard put their hand up to act as the team management.  Without their actions the team 
would not have be in a position to enter the championships. With their own support team in place all 
competitors & supporters were on side & this showed in the teams performance. I can’t thank them 
enough for the mighty job they did. Every member  of the team competed to the best of their ability but 
i  must  acknowledge the efforts of  Keely Sinclair second place in the   u/15  female beach flags ,Hugh 
Stewart & Chris Broomby second in the  u/13 male  board relay ,  Jaidyn Rossiter was outstanding  , first 
in the  u/13 male  beach flags  first in the  u/13 male beach sprint . One important thing to remember 
these juniors are competing against competitors that are selected as the best in their respective branches, 
including the big Sydney branches.                                                                                                                                                                  
MNC open/masters branch championships were held at Macksville Scotts Head, numbers were on par 
with previous years however this was propped up by big numbers from the Wauchope Bonny Hills Club.              
Fittingly they were the branch champion club. I do find it strange that some clubs don’t have any 
representation at these championships yet when it comes to country they have numerous members 
competing in both beach & water events. However once again it was a good event enjoyed by all who 
attended.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Wauchope Bonny Hills hosted our age championships under the guidance of referee Wendy Evans. With 
the host clubs expertise & organising skills, this was one of the best produced & successful championships 
in a long time. The temperture on the day was very high, very trying conditions for our young competitors, 
officials, & the club work party although i think water safety enjoyed it.  Everyone associated can be proud 
& admired for their efforts. A special thank you must go to the officials & trainee officials who were 
officiating at their first carnival under these difficult circumstances. They performed extemely well.  Port 
Macquarie won the club championship point score .well done & congratulations Port.   Highlight of the 
carnival for me was the crowd watching the r& r demonstration performed by teams from the Wauchope 
Bonny Hills Club , looking around  there were  people on the stairways leading  down to the beach , on 
the platforms among the trees  & around the arena  itself. It must have been a big thrill for the kids 
participating. After our open & age championships i got a feeling the standard & skill of our members had 
increased to a higher level. After the country championships i was convinced this was the case, improving 
significantly on previous years all clubs gained higher positions in the overall pointscore including a very 
creditable fourth place by the Port Macquarie Club. To me there were three reasons for this increase (1) 
clubs entered more team & mixed events (2) members entered a wider variety of events (3) overall 
representation from under eights up to masters both male & female was very good.                                       



From all age categories & events MNC club members were rewarded with 45 gold, 33 silver, & 44 bronze  
medals for a grand total of 122 medals. I am sure every competitor can be very proud of their 
achievements.  Competition in the u/10 to u/13  r&r event is conducted as one division,  Wauchope 
Bonny Hills teams gained  first, second & third in this one event, great effort.  Also, the same club won 
the open mixed March Past.  Cassandra Pensini from the Camden Haven Club entered in three events 
beach flags,beach sprint, surf race , she  gained  third placings in  all three. Another great effort.                                                                                                      
NSW state age  championships is the best & toughest competition on offer for junior competitors,for 
that reason alone just to gain a place is a big achievement & just reward for  Harry Askew (SWR) in the 
u/9 , Cayden Briscoe (PM) in the u/11 ,Tyler Hyde (PM) in the u/14  all of whom  gained third placings in 
their respective events & once again Jaidyn Rossiter was outstanding,  first in the u/11 beach flags, third 
in the beach sprint.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
For the  state  open, championships  Kempsey Crescent Head boat crew  were our best representation  
& in the   NSW  masters male category both  Kempsey Crescent Head &.Macksville Scotts head boat 
crews won medals.  South West Rocks masters crew in a very close finish just missed out on a place in  
the final . The tacking point lady masters, Amanda Higgerson, Raelene Myers, & Debbie Bartlett all  
received medals for thier efforts as did Port Macquarie’s  Carolyn Turnham. In the male 60yrs plus 
category Larry Brooks (PM) & George Fowler (WHBH) 70 yrs plus won medals.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The youth/open & masters australian championships was the final event of the season.                                                     
In the open category no placings were recorded  however ,  in the masters Keith Charles (WHBH), 
George Fowler (WHBH) ,Larry Brooks  (PM ) all won medals ,  as did the  Kempsey Crescent Head 160 yrs 
female boat crew , &  180 yrs male crew .  Elaine Walker (WBH), Carolyn Turnham (PM ) & South West 
Rocks 160yrs male boat crew all finished  4th in their respective finals. All round a very good year for our 
competing members. 
Apart from carnivals i thought there were three important progessive things happened in the branch.             
Firstly, the use of the carnival entry management system was used for the first time & this proved, with a 
bit of tweaking for next season to be a very valuable asset for checking proficiency’s, entry numbers, & 
marshalling.  The addition of surf board riding for open & masters competitors in the branch 
championships was another first & proved to be very popular.  Hopefully with a bit more push it will 
become bigger next year .last but not least was the inter- branch development squad concept, like all new 
things this was a bit hard for some to understand at first, however all members that participated in the 
programme agreed it was a good pathway to inter- branch selection whilst gaining knowledge of what is 
required to compete at this level.  Once again as a new concept it is not perfect but hopefully we can build 
on it & make it better for our future young junior competitors .thirteen members from several clubs 
attended a level one officials accreditation course conducted by the branch during the year, it is very 
pleasing to have six new fully accredited level 1 officials at this time.   
To all of the officials within the branch that perform their duties at each & every carnival thank you is not 
enough. However, i will say it again on behalf of the branch a very big thank you.  To all the clubs & 
members who have supported surf sport during the year thank you.   MNC branch executive & delegates 
have been supportive throughout the year & this makes the job so much easier thank you for all your 
support.                                                                                 
There are many changes happening within in SLSA & NSW surf sport & some suggestion from members 
of this branch, of course some have credit & some don’t. i believe we need to make changes to  benefit 
club  member retention & participation . A recent survey conducted by SLSA identified the need to reset 
surf sports as the competitive edge in SLS, something i believe we need to do in our branch. Using a very 
old phrase we need to get back to the” basics of life saving”.  
 Ray Mc Donagh                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Surf Sport Director    

                    

 
       
 

 
 



SLS MNC Member Services and Youth Development 2015-16 Annual Report. 
 
With another successful season behind us, it is timely that we look back 
upon the people and events that made it what it was. Once again it has been 
a huge effort by many from all Clubs within the MNC Branch, the Branch 
Executive and an ever increasing network of new supporters.  
Having attended this seasons SLSNSW Combined Conference I believe 
Member Services within the MNC Branch is comparably achieving well 
against other Branches. What we are doing is being done well, now it is time 
to move forward and to look into areas such as Club Health/Sustainability 
and Member Protection/Health. 
 

The SLSMNC Awards of Excellence was held at SWRSLSC at the conclusion of 

this season, and with a change of format and tireless work from Joanne 

Hawkins the night was deemed a success by the 100 in attendance. Joanne and Peter Smith President of 

WBHSLSC co-hosted the evening, with Stephanie Clark and Junior Lifesavers of the Year Grace and Isaac 

presenting some of the awards and greeting guests on arrival whilst Dean Weston kept the music going 

through the night. Congratulations go to all category winners, and most will attend the upcoming SLSNSW 

Awards of Excellence night in Sydney to be held in August. For the second year running Member Services 

Team won the Team of the Year category. 

 

At the 2015 SLSNSW Awards of Excellence the MNC Branch was well represented across most categories, 

with our Branch coming home with 

three State winners. Joanne Hawkins 

was awarded SLSNSW Administrator of 

the Year, and Ray McDonagh received 

SLSNSW Official of the Year. MSHSLSC 

members Jason O’Donnell, Peter 

McNally and Paul Young were recipients 

of the SLSNSW Meritorious Award.  

Congratulations to you all for your 

contribution to our Branch.  

SLSMNC Nominees and supporters at 
SLSNSW 2014/15 Awards of Excellence 

 

Junior Lifesaver of the Year was once again hotly 

contested within our Branch. Club representatives Jack 

Mealing (HH), Lily Burgman (PM), Caleisha Thrower (TP), 

Grace Kuhnell (WBH), Finn Askew (SWR), Isaac Plunkett 

(PM), Alisha Cooper (CH), Ryan Horton (TP), and Jack 

Tougher-Wells (WBH) were interviewed by the selection 

panel comprising of Bronwyn Simpson, Leanne Goggin 

and myself. The MNC JLOTY winners for 2016 were Grace 

Kuhnell and Isaac Plunkett. Both are very keen to put      

many of their ideas and thoughts into action after 

returning from the SLSNSW camp. 

Our Branch was well represented at most SLSNSW Development Programs this season. Run concurrently 

with the SLSNSW JLOTY camp, the Youth Opportunity Makers workshop was attended by Stephanie Clark 

(TP) and Isaac Sanderson (WBH). The SLSNSW 26+ Development Program was attended by Mylina Clancy 

Gary Hawkins 

JLOTY finalists with Adam Power from NPBS 



(HH) and Sandra Slattery (TP) with Gayl Ellis (CH) attending as a facilitator. SLSNSW Development Network 

Program was attended by Kyannah Goggin (WBH), Blake Studders and Emily Davidson (PM). This was also 

Jess Rayner’s and my first year of a two year role as judges on the SLSNSW JLOTY selection panel. 

With assistance from Director of Education Kim Rayner, Age Manager Courses were held with most clubs 

now compliant with their age manager ratios. This is a vast improvement on previous seasons, with a 

vision of total compliance by next season. 

Junior and Youth Development Programs were held for our U/12 to U/17 members this season. Now in 

its third year the Dee Why trip proved popular with forty u/14 to u/17 attending during Christmas school 

holidays. Learning pathways through visitations, education and experience is the focus of the weekend. 

Three days saw us visit Surfcom, Westpac Rescue Helicopter base, SR30, Bondi Lifeguards, Fallen Lifesaver 

Memorial, Wet n Wild, and patrol at Manly, North Steyne, Freshwater and Dee Why Surf Clubs. We have 

gained great respect from Sydney Northern Beaches Clubs with the delivery of this program and look 

forward to their ongoing support in the future.  

The weekend was also made possible by the assistance given by Sandra Slattery in menu planning and the 

shopping logistics. Most foodstuffs were bought in Port Macquarie before our departure, with thanks to 

businesses who donated or heavily discounted goods for the trip. Ken Littles Fruit and Veg, Coles 

Lighthouse Beach, McWilliams Meats Settlement City and Baker’s Delight Settlement City are all 

recognised for their support. To the chaperones, first aid officer, bus driver and to the well mannered 

young lifesavers I say thank you. 

A combined u/12 to u/13 and u/14 to u/17 Development Program was held at Scotts Head this season. 

For a first in this format the younger age groups were mentored by the older youth, and being uncertain 

of the outcome I was pleasantly surprised how well it worked. A fresh faced group of chaperones assisted 

in the weekend, team building, problem solving and communicating. Director of Lifesaving Ryan 

Rosenbaum spoke of pathways within Lifesaving, Emily Davidson spoke to u/12 and u/13’s on the JLOTY 

program, Lachlan Hawkins spoke of his journey as a Lifeguard and activities throughout the weekend 

revolved around learning through participation. 

First aid skills were put to the test with two chaperone “patients” attended to by the young lifesavers. 

Participants discovered through teamwork they could paddle IRB hulls out through the surf, tipped over, 

righted and surfed back to shore. The composition of a patrol was explained and the importance of gaining 

extra awards to assist in someone’s absence on that patrol, powercraft awards were explained and all 

given the opportunity to assume the crew position in an IRB. The RWC always proves popular and thanks 

to Tony Silvia for his time. Support from Macksville Scotts Head SLSC once again has to be recognised. The 

work party that enables gear to be ready on the beach for us to use, the patrolling members who watch 

over us in the water, Bruno manning the Friday night BBQ and support from Club President Jason 

O’Donnell we are so grateful for. MNC Branch President Rod McDonagh thank you for your assistance in 

the presentation at the conclusion of the Program. 

And most importantly I must say thank you to our major Branch sponsor Newcastle Permanent Building 

Society,  in particular Jessie White, Bob Higham, Jose Ustariz and Adam Powers. The support given to Surf 

Lifesaving by you all ensure the above activities can take place for all our members. 

To conclude, I must say a huge thank you to all who have assisted in some way to the success of this 

season. We have come together to work as a team, through small steps achieving what sometimes looks 

impossible. A network of like minded people are starting to come together and with this comes bright 

hopes for the future. I will be nominating once again for re-election at the upcoming AGM, with a vision 

to hopefully continue on within areas not yet reached.  

 

Yours in Surf Lifesaving 

Gary Hawkins 

SLSMNC Director of Member Services 



 
2015-16 SLS MNC Newcastle Permanent Development Program(s) Coordinator 

 
This season saw the SLS MNC Members Services Team hold 2 successful 
Development Programs, a combined U/12 – U/17 camp and a Youth trip to Dee 
Why SLSC.  
 
MNC Youth visit to Dee Why 2016 
In January 2016 the Member Services Team organised another Youth trip to Dee 
Why SLSC doubling our participants from previous years with over forty U/14 to 
U/17 youth attending. Director of Member Services Gary Hawkins and six 
chaperones Sandra Slattery, Gayl Ellis, David Walshe, Leanne and Jed Goggin 
accompanied our youth.  
As our visit was during the school holidays this season, we were able to leave early 
on the Friday morning.  
 
 

Our first stop was SLSNSW State Centre 
were we had lunch and a talk with the 
Surfcom operators. From there we drove 
to the Westpac Helicopter Base at La 
Perouse where some of our youth 
experienced simulated winch rescue. 
Saturday morning saw us rise early and 
head off to the Bondi Lifeguard tower. 
Meeting some of the Bondi Lifeguards 
and being shown around the premises 
brought many happy faces and yet 
another pathway in Lifeguarding was 
showcased.  
 

 
We then headed off to Surf Rescue 30 at 
Malabar where the pathways and 
prerequisites needed to be a crew person 
and skipper were explained. From here we 
visited the Fallen Lifesaver memorial at 
Coogee, laid flowers as a mark of respect 
and observed a minute’s silence.  
 
After lunch we broke up into 4 patrol groups 
and patrolled Dee Why, Freshwater, North 
Steyne and Manly.  
 
As well as patrolling alongside the council 
lifeguards some of the groups participated in exercise with the club trainers, twilight nippers and water 
activities. 
After a big weekend the youth were rewarded with a trip out to Wet n Wild in the Western Sydney suburb 
of Prospect.  
A very busy weekend was had by all, with most experiencing activities that are not available for them at 
their home club on some of Sydney’s busiest beaches.   
    
 
 
 

 

Jo Hawkins  



U12-U/17 Youth Development Camp 2016 
This season we combined our U12 – U17 Development Camp at Scott’s Head in February 2016. The young 
lifesavers were under the guidance of Camp Director Gary Hawkins, facilitators and chaperones. The 
weekend began with 49 Young Lifesavers, 8 chaperones, 3 Facilitators, a First Aid Officer, 2 cooks and a 
handful of eager helpers from Macksville Scotts Head SLSC.  
The skills of the older group were utilised in a mentoring way for the younger participants, and they were 
also given responsibility in activities.  
Pathways and Lifesaving sessions were held with discussions on Lifesaving, Support Ops, roles within a 
patrol and awards being highlighted. First aid was performed on the patients, and several scenarios were 
played out. 

 
The success of the Development Programs relies on the efforts of many. Thankyou to the chaperones 
Sharon Aulsenbrooke (HH), Jeremy Bate (WBH), Raquel Seale (WBH), Sandra Slattery (TP), Danny Suitor 
(PM), David Walshe (MSH), Kate Willis (WBH),Chaperone and Facilitator Emily Davidson (PM), Facilitator 
Ryan Rosenbaum (SLSMNC), First Aid Officer Lachlan Hawkins(WBH), Water Safety Tony Silvia (SWR), 
Wendy in the kitchen and assistance from Macksville Scotts Head SLSC throughout the weekend with 
work parties and equipment.  
And finally thank you to the participants, we hope the weekend was beneficial towards your future in 
Surf Lifesaving and look forward to having you attend many more Development Programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne Hawkins 
SLSMNC Development Program(s) Coordinator 
 
 



Director of Education Report  2015-16 
 
The season commenced with our annual workshop to update trainers, assessors and 
facilitators on the changes for the upcoming season and what was required for all 
members proficiencies.   
 
Welcome to the new trainers and assessors who joined us this year. 
 
Currently we have 28 trainers, 20 assessors, and 4 facilitators with 8 probationary 
trainers, 3 probationary assessors and 4 probationary facilitators available in the 
branch and a thank you for the hard work they have done in meeting the high standard required of a RTO.  
This team is proactively challenging themselves to improve on how we deliver courses and assessments.  
This season we have lost a couple of our trainers, assessors and facilitators, I would like to congratulate 
all the trainers, assessors and facilitators for the great effort they have put into educating the members 
of the Mid North Coast Branch this season.    
Congratulations to Tony Hallinan – SLSMNC Branch Trainer of the 
Year and Paul Rayner – SLSMNC Assessor of the Year.  This is a 
tremendous effort from both of these members.  
 
 
A huge effort to all concerned, this season has seen: 

 66 candidates obtain their Bronze Medallion 

 368 Surf Rescue Certificates,  

 13 IRB Crew,  

 3 IRB Driver,  

 plus numerous other awards 
 
Thank you to all concerned with providing the highest standard of training to our members. This involves 
many hours of dedication and volunteering: 

 Our Trainers have contributed in excess of 3500 hours,  

 Assessors have contributed in excess of 400 hours for awards,  

 500 hours for proficiencies, and  

 Facilitators have contributed in excess of 500 hours. 
              

CLUB No. of Awards 
Senior  

Proficiencies - 
all Awards 

No of Awards 
Juniors 

Camden Haven 33  49  50  

Hat Head  28  135  80 

Kempsey Crescent Head  28  114  39 

Macksville Scotts Head  35  112  45 

Port Macquarie  53  225  207 

South West Rocks  18  169  131 

Tacking Point  67  176  83 

Wauchope Bonny Hills  47  224  86 

  309  1204  *  721 

* Does not include Junior Proficiencies 
It is good to see that clubs are now presenting long service and patrol awards to its members well done 
to all these worthy recipients.  Thank you and congratulations to all members for your dedication and 
professionalism in completing your awards and proficiencies.   
 
Kim Rayner 
Director of Education SLSMNC Branch 
 

 

Tacking Point CTO – Jess Rayner with Paul 
Rayner and Tony Hallinan 



Registrar’s Report 2015/2016 

First and foremost I would like to thank Bruce Caldwell for his patience and 

understanding with my many phone calls during the season chasing documents, 

packs of certificates, queries relating to Surf Guard and a number of “lost” awards 

that different club members chased throughout the year. Without his ongoing 

support I would have been lost. Thank you to all of the club registrars for processing 

well over 3000 awards and proficiencies throughout the year, a great achievement 

for  a small group of volunteers. A final thank you to the Branch Committee who have 

given guidance and support where and when needed and it has been a pleasure 

working with you. 

 The past season was not as busy as the previous season with awards and 

proficiencies being down.  All club Training Officers and Assessors were kept on their 

toes with three thousand and thirty three senior awards, senior proficiencies, JAC 

awards and proficiencies being carried out. This is a decrease of two hundred and sixty six from the 

previous season.  This continues a trend of declining awards and proficiencies for the last two years of 

one thousand one hundred and sixty five (1165) for the two years. 

Junior Surf education awards have decreased by sixty eight awards from the previous season, with eight 

hundred and seven certificates being awarded to JAC members. This, like the senior awards is a continuing 

trend over the last two seasons. On a much brighter note Surf Sports coaches and officials increased in 

numbers by 2 and 12 respectively. This will hopefully lighten the load from the existing coaches and 

officials at all levels of participation.  

During the season two hundred and forty transfers were completed by Branch clubs during the season 

with most clubs gaining members whether full transfers or competition only transfers this is an increase 

of twelve for the season. Overall the Branch membership increased by one from transfers. 

As recommended by the previous Registrar, I strongly recommend that no award courses be run during 

the months of April and May by clubs and Branch to allow all clubs to process their awards and finalize 

their annual reports and more importantly have their awards back from Surf Life Saving New South Wales 

in time for their Annual Presentation nights. These awards cannot be processed by the Branch Registrar 

until the clubs submit the appropriate paperwork to the Branch Director of Education who then sends the 

signed paperwork to the Branch Registrar for processing. 

There will be a SurfGuard IT awareness course run early September for all club registrars and trainers who 

require it which will focus on correct data entry and process flowcharts to increase the understanding of 

how SurfGuard works. 

Attached is a spreadsheet highlighting majority of awards and proficiencies throughout the year from all 

of the clubs. Some award certificates are still outstanding from State and as I receive these they will be 

issued to each clubs representative at the branch meetings. 

Robert McCue 

Registrar Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast 

 

 
 

Rob McCue 



 
AWARD    CLUB 

 
MSH 

 
SWR 

  
HH 

 
KCH 

 
PM 

 
 TP 

 
WBH 

 
CH 

15/16 
TOTAL 

2014/ 
2015 

2013/ 
2014 

 RC / BASIC RC      10   10 7 28 

 SRC/CPR 1  4  21 16 0 11 53 98 72 

 BRONZE MEDALLION 16 1 4 4 14 11 18 2 70 118 155 

CERT II PUBLIC SAFETY 
(AQUATIC RESCUE) 

16 1 4 7 14 11 19 2 74 122 155 

 ASS/BM (ASSESSOR)        1 1 1  

ARTC (AID) 1 3 5 13 1 8 5 7 43 36 32 

 IRBC  5 4 0 3 3 1  16 15 43 

Silver Medallion IRBD 
SM/IRBD 

    2   1 3 10 20 

 IRBE/EIRB (ASSESSOR)         0 1 1 

 FAC/SFA, ASFA, AFA, (AID) 12 6 5 5 7 4 5 1 45 8 55 

Silver Medallion Advanced 
First Aid SM/AFA 

        0 0 8 

 Radio Operator 
Certificate 

    3 10   13 27 32 

Gold Medallion Advanced 
Life Saving GM/ALS 

0  0 0     0 5 1 

Provide Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (PCR) 

3 6 5 19 21 25 34 14 127 28  

25 YEAR LONG SERVICE     1    1 3 5 

30 YEAR LONG SERVICE  2       2 0  

5 YEAR NATIONAL PATROL 
Service 

 6 3  5    14 20 5 

10 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

    1 11   12 10 17 

15 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

  3      3 2 2 

20 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

  3      3 5  

25 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

  1      1 0  

30 YEAR NATIONAL 
PATROL Service 

  1      1 0  

5 Year Coaching Service 
Certificate 

    1    1 3  

SPM (SPINAL 
MANAGEMENT) 

5 3 5 4 2 4 2 2 27 20 25 

Pain Management 
Certificate 

0        0 0 9 

SM/Basic Beach 
Management 

0  0 2  1 2 1 6 15 37 

BASIC EMERGENCY CARE 
(BEC) 

        0 4 11 

Provide First Aid (PFA) 12 6 5 5 7 4 5 9 53 57  

Surf Sports Junior Official     1    1 2 5 

Surf Coach Level 1     1   1 2 0  

Surf Coach Level 2 0   1  6   7 0  

Surf Official Level 1  1 1 1 1 1 0 1 6 2  

Surf Official Level 2    0 0 1   0 0  

JAC Age Managers Course    0 0 6  5 11 22 48 



5 Year Officiating Service 
Certificate 

    2 0   2 5  

State Administrator of the 
year 

      1  1 0  

SM/Aquatic Rescue  0 0 0     0 10 9 

TOTAL 2015/2016 66 40 53 61 108 132 92 58 609   

SEASON 2014/2015 44 73 79 43 207 134 73 41  656  

SEASON 2013/2014 76 91 42 60 197 145 112 79   775 

            

            

            

                                                   PROFICIENCY UPDATES FOR 2015/2016 SEASON 

 
AWARD    CLUB 

 
MSH 

 
SWR 

  
HH 

 
KCH 

 
PM 

  
TP 

 
WBH 

 
CH 

15/16 
TOTAL 

2014/ 
2015 

2013/ 
2014 

SRC/CPR 3 16 3 4 15 14 18 2 75 57 61 

BM PROF 53 72 49 65 99 84 99 28 549 576 566 

TOC/BM 3 3 1 1 6 7 7 1 29 0 31 

ASS/BM PROF 3 2 1  4 7 3  20 0 25 

RC Resuscitation 
Certificate 

1 10   1 4 6  22 0 0 

ARTC Up Date 5 16 15 6 35 11 27 2 117 126 116 

TOC/ARTC Up Date 1 1 1  2 4 1 1 11 0 12 

ASS/ARTC UP DATE 1 1 1  1 4 2  10 0 11 

IRBC UP DATE 26 24 21 23 31 24 35 11 195 202 187 

SM/IRBD UP DATE 15 14 12 12 13 15 16 8 105 108 108 

TOC/IRB UP DATE 1 1   1 5 1  9 0 13 

ASS/IRB UP DATE 2 1   2 5 2  12 0 12 

ROC UP DATE  4    1   5 7 41 

GM/ALS UP DATE 2 3 2 1 2 2 2  14 2 2 

PMC Up Date     1 4   5 0 9 

SPM 4 12 24 3 17 10 18  88 70 64 

ASS/SPM Up Date  1 1  1 4 2  9 0 13 

ASFA Up Date  0    2 1  3 4 25 

RWC/OC 2 3   1 5 3  14 18 10 

TOC/RAD     2 1   3   

TOC/RWC     1 3   4 0 5 

FAC SPM  1 1  1 1   4   

FAC Trainer     1 1   2   

FAC PFA  1 1  1 1   4   

FAC RADio     1    1   

FAC PM     1    1   

FAC SMAR     1 1   2   

FAC SMBBM     1 1   2   

FAC IRB     1 2   3   

FAC BM  1 1  1 1   4   

FAC ASS     1    1   

 JAC AWARDS FOR SEASON 2015/16    

AWARD  CLUB MSH SWR HH KCH PM TP WBH CH TOTAL 2014/ 
2015 

2013/ 
2014 

Surf Play 1 8 23 13 5 24 8 15 5 101 140 75 

Surf Play 2 7 17 7 7 28 15 8 7 96 112 115 

SURF AWARNESS 1 (8) 5 19 9 7 40 10 14 6 110 155 114 

SURF AWARNESS 2 (9) 7 20 14 3 24 11 10 4 93 113 109 



SURF SAFE 1   (10) 7 21 15 9 27 12 14 4 109 97 110 

SURF SAFE 2 (11) 5 14 12 2 16 9 9 12 79 114 97 

SURF SMART 1  (12) 3 11 10 4 27 10 6 4 75 79 93 

SURF SMART 2  (13) 3 12 10 2 21 8 12 8 76 92 66 

TOTAL 45 137 90 39 207 83 88 50 739   

2014/2015 SEASON 64 141 71 60 228 120 132 59  902  

2013/2014 SEASON 46 113 51 66 264 161 133 68   779 

            

Junior Activities 
Preliminary Evaluation 

29 98 96 40 185 96 93 30 667 674 650 

Junior Competition Skill 
Evaluation 

29 68 72 24 137 75 75 18 498 464 438 

            

            

            

            

                                                    TRANSFERS 2015/2016 

 MSH SWR HH KCH PM TP WBH CH TOTAL 2014/ 
2015 

2013/ 
2014 

Transfers IN 10 1 15 16 31 17 21 12 123 117 98 

Transfers OUT 7 14 3 12 16 38 19 8 117 115 111 

TOTAL 17 15 18 28 47 55 40 20 240   

            

            

            

            
 
 
 

Branch Statistics 

Category Total Male Female  

Probationary 29 10 19  

Junior Activity Member (5-13 years) 789 381 408  

Cadet Member (13-15 years) 125 66 59  

Active (15-18 yrs) 117 63 54  

Active (18yrs and over) 560 365 195  

Award Member 27 14 13  

Reserve Active 9 4 5  

Long Service 45 39 6  

Past Active 2 2 0  

Associate 399 179 220  

Life Member 53 46 7  

General 
 
Honorary 

175 
 
2 

66 
 
1 

109 
 
1 

 

Total Members 2332 1236 1096 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Total Patrol Hours 

Mid North Coast Branch 28,458.50 

  Camden Haven 2,359.25 

  Hat Head 2,346.25 

  Kempsey Crescent Head 2,550.00 

  Macksville-Scotts Head 2,570.25 

  MNC - Duty Officers 530.00 

  MNC - RWC Group 376.50 

  Port Macquarie 4,765.00 

  South West Rocks 4,151.75 

  Tacking Point 4,710.00 

  Wauchope Bonny Hills 4,099.50 

 
 

 

Leading Female Patrol Members 

Mid North Coast Branch Hours 

1. Kim Rayner (ID: 4675507) 121.8 

2. Mali Gilbert (ID: 5508633) 111.3 

3. Kyanah Goggin (ID: 3691384) 91.8 

4. Amanda Busch (ID: 4705452) 89.5 

5. Jennifer Cooper (ID: 4518908) 86.0 

6. Michelle Garvan (ID: 3536430) 85.0 

7. Susan Bell (ID: 3536047) 82.0 

8. Michelle Butt (ID: 4644177) 80.0 

9. Shannon Askew (ID: 3695962) 76.0 

10. Leeah Brown (ID: 5574327) 73.8 

   

   

  
 

Leading Male Patrol Members 

Mid North Coast Branch Hours 

1. Paul Rudduck (ID: 3595941) 286.5 

2. David BRUNSDON (ID: 3655200) 178.3 

3. Tony Silvia (ID: 3671378) 163.5 

4. Ryan Rosenbaum (ID: 3668409) 162.5 

5. Paul Rayner (ID: 3610588) 156.0 

6. Terry Mawer (ID: 5405405) 142.8 

7. Andrew Busch (ID: 4684704) 120.0 

8. Michael Adams (ID: 3594494) 107.5 

9. Peter Smith (ID: 3691179) 106.5 

10. Tony Worton (ID: 5507595) 106.3 

   

   

 
 

  

 

 
 
 

SLS Mid North Coast ACTIONS SUMMARY 

CLUB PREVENTATIVE 
Actions 

RESCUES FIRST AID 

Macksville Scotts Head 252 1 13 

South West Rocks 154 0 7 

Hat Head 85 5 18 

Kempsey Crescent Head 156 6 43 

Port Macquarie 3248 43 67 

Tacking Point 243 8 12 

Wauchope Bonny Hills 390 7 18 

Camden Haven 780 5 9 

TOTAL 5308 75 187 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SLS MNC Awards of Excellence 
 
 

Junior Branch March Past Championship Shield  Port Macquarie 
 
 
Junior Branch Point Score Shield    Port Macquarie 
 
 
 
 
Finalists Junior Life Saver of the Year 
Lily Burgman (PM) 
Caleisha Thrower (TP) 
Grace Kuhnell (WBH) 
Alisha Cooper (CH) 
Jack Mealing (HH)  
Finn Askew (SWR) 
Isaac Plunkett (PM)  
Ryan Horton (TP) 
Jack Tougher-Wells (WBH)  
 
Female JLOTY Grace Kuhnell 
Male JLOTY Isaac Plunkett 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Special Presentation 
Thanks to NPBS for their 

ongoing sponsorship with 
Junior and Youth Development 

& 
Supporters 

McWilliams Meats Settlement City 
Bakers Delight Settlement City 

Coles Lighthouse Beach 
Kenny Littles Fruit & Veg 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

           
 
 
 

 

Isaac Plunkett & Grace Kuhnell 

 

 

Gary Hawkins, Isaac Plunkett, Stephanie Clarke 
& Grace Kuhnell 



 

 
Junior Age Champions 2015/16 Season 

 

Age Group 
 

Male Female 

U/8 Lucas Scott 
PM 

Cleo Schubert 
SWR 

U/9 Tyse Thrower 
TP 

Billie Maybon 
SWR 

U/10 Harry Askew 
SWR 

Olivia Oakeshott 
PM 

U/11 Tahj Thrower 
TP 

Fleur Sherlock 
PM 

U/12 Jesse Hiatt 
PM 

Alani Cockshutt 
PM 

U/13 Kye Gill 
WBH 

Miren Davies 
PM 

U/14 Finn Askew SWR & 
Ryan Horton TP 

 

Tayla Maybon 
SWR 

 

 

 

                                                            

  

                 

SLSMNC BRANCH CHAMPIONS & SURF SPORTS AWARDS  
2015/16 SEASON 

 
 

    
                     

             U/15 MALE                                                                             U/15 FEMALE 
                    Hugh STEWART WBH                                                              Taylor SARGEANT WBH 
 



                              
              U/17 MALE                U/17 FEMALE AND OPEN*** 
      Lachlan HAWKINS WBH                                                           Toni HURKETT PM 
 

                                    
                  U/19 MALE                      OPEN MALE 
                       Dale FINCH WBH                                     Joe WRIGHT PM 
 

 
30-39 FEMALE 

            Cassie PENSINI CH 
 



                   
40-49 MALE                40-49 FEMALE 

                     Jeremy BATE WBH                       Raelene MYERS TP 
 

                       

                                       
                           50-59 MALE                            50-59 FEMALE 
                       Tony WRIGHT PM                   Amanda HIGGERSON TP 
 

                                               
60-69  MALE                                  70 PLUS MALE 

   DR John VAUGHAN WBH                                   George FOWLER  WHBH                             



                  
  2015/16 Jason Northey Open Ironman winner   and      Outstanding Competitive Performance 

Lachlan HAWKINS WBH 
                                                     

Tony Hayes Shield Branch Point Score Champions 2015/16 
1st Wauchope Bonny Hills 550 points 
2nd Macksville Scotts Head 220 points 
3rd Port Macquarie 209 points 

 

JH Brown Shield (Water Events) 
1st Wauchope Bonny Hills  
2nd Macksville Scotts Head 
3rd Port Macquarie 

 

Life Saver Relay 
1st WBH 
2nd WBH 
3rd WBH 
 

 
Bill Balkin Memorial Shield 

Kempsey Crescent Head 
 

 



         
 

Masters Athlete of the Year 
 

 Bronze Medal Aussie’s 2016 65-69 Surf Race 
  Bronze Medal Aussie’s 2016 65-69 Tube Race 
 

 Gold Medal 2016 NSW Champs 65-69 Tube Race 
 

 Gold Medal Country Titles 2016 65-69 Surf Race 
  Gold Medal Country Titles 2016 65-69 Tube Race 
  Gold Medal Country Titles 2016 65-69 Board Rescue                 
  
                             

Larry Brook PM 
 

 
Coach of the Year 

 
 Delivered a surf boat training program which was 
followed by 10 crews. Including weekly river and ocean 
sessions, weights training and ergo training programs 

 This program lead to the clubs first ever medals at 
Aussies including silver and bronze medal, a gold medal at 
the State championships, 4 gold, 2 silvers and a bronze at 
the Country 

 Instrumental in the development and success of a junior 
boys and girls crew. There are no other junior boys or girls 
crews on the North Coast which has meant these crews 
have had to compete in the open divisions        

           
Scott Edwards KCH 

 
 

 

Official of the Year 
 

 Has a passion for mentoring more officials within the 
MNC Branch and has a strategic plan to foster that process 
moving into the 2015-2016 season 

 Officiated at Branch, Country, State, Australian and 
World Championship carnivals during the season 

 He is a dedicated Surf Boat & IRB Official and attended 
several major ASRL Boat Series & IRB Premiership Carnivals 
outside of the Branch 
 
 
 

 
  Ray McDonagh SWR 

 



 
 

Training Officer of the Year 
 

  Trained three (3) Bronze Medallion and SRC 
and has also committed to several proficiency 
days and assessments 

   More than 180 hours of training have been 
completed 

   Has volunteered many tireless hours to 
training and assessing throughout the season and 
has been a great mentor to new members 
 
 
 

 
    Tony Hallinan TP 
 
 
 

Assessor of the Year 
 

   Provided over 100 hours in Assessing Bronze 
Medallion (x4), SRC (x2), ARTC (x1), Radio 
Operators (x1), IRB Driver and Crew (x2) and 
Silver Medallion Basic Beach Management (x1) 
throughout the season 

   Assisted with Assessment for Proficiency days 
held for both Club and Branch level 

   Recognized for contribution to Surf Life Saving 
Education- Branch Trainer of the Year 2015 

        
 
 

Paul Rayner TP 
 
 

 
 
 

Most Improvement in Awards 
 
Macksville Scotts Head SLSC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter English, Andrew Moran, Cath & Jason O’Donnell 



 
     
 

Community Education Program of 
the Year 

 

 Developed, coordinated and lead a fitness and 
surf safety program for all students at Scotts Head 
Primary School 

 Liaised with a number of state bodies and 
professional organizations to gather material to 
develop the WAVES - Wellbeing, Awareness, 
Versatility, Environment, Surf Program 

 Worked with the school and Sporting Schools 
(Commonwealth initiative to get children active) in 
successfully applying for Sporting Schools Funding 

                to provide the financial resources for the program 
Macksville Scotts Head SLSC 
 

 

 

Administrator of the Year 
 

 Provided beneficial and innovative input into 
all matters pertaining to the governance and 
general administration of her club 

 Her involvement extends to all areas of the 
club including juniors, bar and bistro operations, 
patrols, sponsorship arrangements, carnival 
entries and club functions 

 Major achievement this season has been the 
implementation of the Club Sponsorship Package 
and made membership procedures and 
payments more efficient 

 
Brienna Elford SWR 
 

 

Initiative of the Year  
 

 Gillian Stuart and Peter Ross from MSH initiated 
the development of a program to improve the fitness 
and surf safety skills of every student in Scotts Head 
Public School.  
  Developed the WAVES (Wellbeing, Awareness, 
Versatility, Environment, Surf Program) Program  

  Implemented a whole school (Kindergarten to Year 
6) fitness and surf safe program 

 
 
 
 

 



Team of the Year   
 

  Delivered a high quality development camp for 
youth and junior members. This year the age 
groups were combined and the weekend saw 50 
young lifesavers U12-U17 attend. Combining the 
age groups proved positive and allowed the 
opportunity for the youth to become leaders.  
•  Facilitated an overwhelmingly successful youth 
visit to Dee Why which saw a double of numbers 
on last year, where lifesaving, education and 
assisting with nipper activities was incorporated 
into the weekend. 
•  Communicated the SLSMNC, SLSNSW and SLSA 

                   opportunities for development to all members 
Leanne Goggin, Gary Hawkins & Joanne Hawkins          and established clear pathways that are offered 
                   through Surf Lifesaving.             
                             

                       

Club of the Year 
 

 The club provided four patrols Saturday and 
Sunday, covering 9.00am to 4pm and 9am to 
5pm during Christmas School Holidays / Easter.  

 Patrolling members were involved in 8 
Rescues, 243 Preventative Actions and 12 First 
Aid incidents during a total of 4283.75 man 
hours of patrols. 
• Strong financial and administrative 
performance, a cornerstone of the local 
community with regular open Friday and 
Sunday Nights 
 

                     TP Members 
 

Young Lifesaver of the Year 

 

   Achieved 100% patrol attendance and also 
performed substitute and voluntary patrols. Also 
completed numerous hours of water safety at Nipper 
days and SLSMNC Carnivals and the SLSMNC Junior 
Branch Championships.  
•   Has begun his Surf Sports Foundation Coach Award 
this season and has been coaching entry level junior 
members to gain skills and give them confidence in the 
water and has also coached across the older age 
groups.  
•   Assigned the role of First Aid Officer at the MNC 
Branch Junior and Youth Development Program and 
also at the Youth visit to Dee Why this season, utilising 
the skills that he has developed and the awards      

            Lachlan Hawkins WBH         he has gained during his involvement in surf lifesaving. 
 



 
Volunteer of the Year 

 
 

 An exemplary role model who has performed 85 
patrol hours on the beach, awarded 100% patrol 
attendance, is Chief Training Officer, a Patrol 
Captain and also Vice President of her club. 

 After obtaining her Officials certificate last 
season she has volunteered her time at Branch and 
also Country Championships. 

 Volunteers her time on a Sunday, doing water 
safety for Nippers as well as helping on the beach. 
Organises movie nights for cadets and assists in all 
major fund raising activities for her club. 
 
 
      

 
  Michelle Garvan CH 
 
 
 
 

Lifesaver of the Year 
                                              

 

 Achieved over 106 patrol hours this season as 
well as obtaining 100% patrol attendance. Last 
season he also volunteered 112.75 hours for his 
club.  

 Anyone needing a substitute he was always a 
person you could count on. He also took on the 
position for being water safety officer on a Sunday 
for Nippers and volunteered all day at the branch 
carnivals for water safety. 

 Performed water safety at Country Titles, when 
his club only had 1 member competing. 

 Has done a great job as Club Captain and  is also 
the Club Gear Steward 

 Awarded Club Patrol person of the Year 2014-15 
and again 2015-16. 

 
Tony Worton CH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Macksville Scotts Head Annual Report 

We exist to save lives, create great Australians and build better communities. 
At the end of another season I am proud to report that we have excelled in all 
the above. 
 
The 2015-16 season has been a busy season. Our Executive with Andrew 
Moran as Secretary  David Brunsdon as Chief Instructor joining Treasurer Scott 
Norman , Club Captain Barry Clough and myself as President making up the 
Executive Committee. I am pleased to advise Members that your Club is in 
great hands and that your Management Committee has worked tirelessly to 
make Macksville-Scotts Head Surf Life Saving Club a better club. 
 
The efforts of Peter Ross and our fantastic members in running a joint sporting 
schools program, one of only a few in Australia with Scotts Head primary school 

was an amazing effort, I applaud you all.   
  
Following an evaluation of the Sporting Schools program in which students were asked about 
what would improve the Surf Life Saving course for them, the clear message was: no 
improvements necessary, they just want to do more of it!  an extract from SLSA 
 
We hosted the Scotts Head Carnival Weekend in November the Sup Weekend in June. The branch titles 
including surf board riding the NSW countries board riding and  a round of the boat series  to all our  hard 
working officials ,water safety  IRB drivers and crew  the members behind the scenes  all our sponsors  a 
big thank you   
  
These are important fundraisers for our Club, Competitors come from across the State to paddle, surf, 
swim or row and we pride the success of these weekends on the social atmosphere of competition. 
I congratulate the social committee and all members who help out in running these events. 
 
We continued Sunday Sips thank you to all members who have given up their time especially Russell 
Smith, Chris Minto, Jim Brazel and Rick and Dave for the music we installed air conditioning sun protection, 
bought new furniture and promoted the club to the community and general public. 
This has certainly helped with the club’s goal to increase facilities hiring for functions through our 
partnership with Pam Halam at Mid North Coast Realty. 
 
The Club’s Training Officers have been busy this season, putting through Surf Rescue Certificate / Bronze 
Medallion squads through their paces a big thank you to Chief Instructor David Brunsdon and Training 
Officers Bill Richardson, Cathryn O’Donnell, Peter English and to our Assessors. 
 
I must take the time to thank the Junior Activity Team of Anna Walsh and all that helped out with our 
nippers for their fantastic effort over the year it was great to see all the new gear and smiles on the kids’ 
faces throughout the season  
 
In closing I would like to thank all members for a great season and encourage everyone to think about 
how they can make their surf club a better place. 
I wish the new committee all the best as I won’t be standing for the upcoming season we have achieved 
the goals we set out 4 years ago when I took on the role of President and it’s now time to hand over the 
baton. 
 
See you on the beach  
 
JASON O’DONNELL 
President MSHSLSC 



South West Rocks Annual Report 
 

It gives me great pride to present this report to the Mid North Coast Branch Surf Life Saving on behalf of 
the Executive Committee and members of the South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club (SWRSLSC). The 
2015/2016 season has been a highly successful season for our club in all operational aspects of Surf Life 
Saving. Our AGM saw some fresh faces on the committee this season, who brought great ideas and 
enthusiasm to their roles.  
Membership remained constant allowing our patrols to operate efficiently with the guidance of our 
Director of Lifesaving, Andrew Busch and Patrol Officer, Jason Rushworth who both did a fantastic job 
ensuring our patrolling duties were fulfilled. It would be remiss not to mention our call out teams, jet ski 
operators and duty officers who responded to out of hours emergency situations such as a night 
operations rescue of passengers from a stricken vesicle within Trial Bay. Unfortunately, one fatality was 
recorded on the 24th February after a fishing boat overturned on the Macleay River Bar. 
The Stramit Country Championships were once again back in South West Rocks, with over 150 officials 
and 1600 competitors travelling for the event, which was combined into two days for the first time. 
SWRSLSC had 68 competitors which resulted in South West Rocks coming 13th in the overall point score, 
bagging 13 medals. It was once again an impressive effort from all involved in the organising of the 
event – with special recognition to Bob Ryan and Mick Adams for their tireless efforts to execute such a 
fantastic event, which has received nothing but positive responses. We are looking forward to another 
great carnival in 2017! 
SWRSLSC also held the first Junior Branch Carnival of the season in dreadful conditions which saw the 
carnival being called off. Another successful ‘Bay to Boulders’ Ocean Swim was held in March. We also 
provided water safety for the annual Trial Bay Triathlon and our local and visiting schools.  
It was a very successful year for our 160’s Boaties – Troy Gaddes, Paul Owens, Andrew Packwood, Mark 
Notley and Chris Ward. The boys coming third overall in the Mid Coast Boat Series and bagged a bronze 
medal at the Stramit Country Championships. They went on to compete at the State Championships and 
Aussies where they both made the finals and came fourth. This is a huge effort for a crew competing 
together in their first season.  
Our Nippers had a very successful season through carnivals and Sunday morning Nipper activities. A big 
thank-you goes to all our Age Managers and those who assist with the beach set-up and water safety 
each week. 
Unfortunately, our award numbers were down this season due to not filling the Chief Training Officer 
role on the committee. Filing this vital position on the committee is something that is being addressed in 
preparation for next season.  
The bar and bistro operations have seen another profitable year, with the purchase of much needed 
commercial equipment in the kitchen. As with all surf clubs’ commercial operations, all profits go into 
purchasing and maintenance of equipment on the beach as well as education and training.  
Our grass roots fundraising was once again a year round activity with members from all facets of the 
club assisting with chocolate wheels, BBQ’s and raffles. Our ‘Old Farts Committee’ (OFCs) are an 
institution at SWRSLSC. They are a group of retired members ‘guided’ by Tony Hayes OAM, who 
complete maintenance and odd jobs around the club, as well as run the weekly BBQ’s on Sunday 
mornings for our Nippers. Without their tireless work the club would not function as well as it does. 
A huge thank-you goes to all our local sponsors and supporters: The Heritage Guest House, Hotel 
Kempsey, Hotondo Homes, BKM Contracting, Horseshoe Bay Caravan Park, Elders Real Estate, Ball’s 
Butchery, Pick of the Crop, SWR Marine and Auto Centre, Montego Sands Resort and South West Rocks 
Tourist Park. We would also like to acknowledge the ongoing assistance from Kempsey Shire Council, 
South West Rocks Chamber of Commerce, South West Rocks Rotary and the Arakoon National Parks and 
Wild Life Service.  
We lost one of our Life Members, Garry Gillies throughout the season. Garry was a fierce competitor 
throughout the surf lifesaving movement as well as other disciplines, who loved the South West Rocks 
Surf Club. He is dearly missed.  
 



Congratulations to the SLSMNC and SWRSLSC President, Rod McDonagh for being inducted as the Mid 
North Coast Branch’s newest Life Member. 35-year Long Service Awards were awarded to Anne Pearce 
and Mick Adams.  
We will be well represented at the SLSNSW Annual Awards of Excellence Night with members Brienna 
Elford and Ray McDonagh winning the SLSMNC Branch awards for Administrator of the Year and Official 
of the Year respectively. Good luck in Sydney!! 
On behalf of the South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club our sincere thanks goes out to the Mid North 
Coast Branch committee, your continuous support is paramount in the day to day running of our club. 
Many thanks to our branch sponsor Newcastle Permanent as well as state sponsors DHL, Telstra, Stramit 
Building Products, ClubsNSW and Beko. 
 
Yours in surf lifesaving, 
Brienna Elford 
Director of Administration 
SWRSLSC 
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Hat Head Annual Report 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



We have had a very safe and successful year again without having to do many rescues. This year was our 
lowest number of rescues for many years. A big thanks must go to our patrolling members who didn’t 
let anyone down doing a lot of hours, as we have only five patrols, which means we are on the beach 
more often. 
 
Thank you to all the hard working committee who have put in many hours during the season, without 
these members the club would not operate. 
We have finished the renovations underneath the club house. Now in the off season we will complete 
the deck and upstairs toilets.  
 
This season our nipper numbers increased considerably, meaning that Sundays were very busy. A big 
thanks must go to all age managers and parents who did water safety every Sunday and the others who 
look after the BBQ after nippers finish. Although not many of our nippers are competitive, the ones that 
have been this have been very successful on the beach and in the water. This year we sent a team of 11 
to the branch champs and came away with two gold medals and a couple of silvers. They all enjoy the 
fun and competition every Sunday at the beach. 
 

  
 
This year we successfully put through our 
bronze and src squads early on in the 
season, therefore these members were 
able to join patrol teams this year giving 
us more members on the beach.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

       2015Bronze Squad. 
 
 
Quite a few of our regular patrolling members updated their skills and awards this season with a view 
towards being a more active and responsible member of the club. 
 
A weekly newsletter was commenced last season and was quite popular, and with surfguard text service 
and the newsletter we have been able keep all members abreast of patrol, training and community 
events. 
 
As a group members of our surfclub have been active in community activities providing first aiders, 
marshalls and entrants in local sporting events, which has been valuable in keeping a high profile for our 
club as a whole. 
 
Plans have been put into place for a smooth transition into season 2016-2017, with an emphasis on 
attracting more new member families, up skilling existing members, Job sharing of committee duties to 
wean in new members to the executive committee and raising the profile of our club in the local area 
with a view towards attracting funding towards a facility upgrade. 
 
We held our presentation night on the 14th of May at the Gladstone Hotel and it was  a great success. 
After dinner, awards and speeches everyone got up on the dance floor and had a great time.  
 



 
Nicole Brown receives the John Goodwin Trophy  
 for Clubperson of the year from Luke Hartsuyker. 
 
 
 
                            Jake Sanders receive the John(yakka)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
     Watson award for Junior Clubperson of the 
     year from Mayor Liz Campbell 
 
 
      
                          
             Paul Rudduck did over 300hrs on Patrol. 
  
 
 
 
Thank you also to Woodside for the cover provided for us to shelter under during surf carnivals and 
nipper days on the beach. 
 
Also thank you to Telstra and DHL for the uniforms provided, without these we would not have the 
protection we receive from these on the beach. 
 
Ken Parish 
President Hat Head SLSC.    
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kempsey Crescent Head Annual Report 

 
 

The 2015/16 season was very exciting for our members and the wider 
community with the opening of our new clubhouse. It truly is a 
beautiful building and a huge improvement on the previous one. I 
would like to thank the building committee of Robyn and Maurie 
Fuller, Ross Forster, Steve Pellen, Mick Conomos, Gavin Burke and 
recently Simon Tamblyn. It has been a mammoth effort for volunteers 
to get this done and it was at times quite an ordeal. But it was a nice to 
be finally in it.     
  
On the lifesaving front we had an incident free season within patrolling 
hours. I would like to thank all our volunteer lifeguards for the 
professional way that they conduct themselves to keep our beach safe. 

A big thank you goes to the patrol captains- Dave Bartlet, Adam Clay, Anna Bartlet/Marc Harrison, James 
Conomos/Belinda Reid and Dave Jacobs. All did great job and are outstanding people   
 
As always I need to give Ev Jacobs a huge thank you. Her fundraising efforts are worth about $30,000 to 
the club each year- I honestly don’t know how she keeps doing it year after year but I hope she 
continues cause she truly is one of a kind. Also a big thanks to Carl Thurgood who took on Club Captain 
for the first time and did a very professional job 
 
Our Nippers numbers grew this season with the new building looming and it was great to see the ‘future 
of the club’ on the beach and in the water each Sunday. I would like to Thank Shelly McLean who after 
14 years as nippers president and head honcho is stepping back next season for a well-earned break. 
She will continue to help but can relax a little. I would also like to thank her daughter Courtney who 
acted as an age manager and was there to set up and pack up every week end which is amazing for a 16 
year old girl. And finally Penny Hughes who has been Shelly’s right hand lady over the last few seasons. I 
sincerely hope you ladies hang around because we’d miss you too much. I would like to thank the new 
committee for taking it over to give these two great ladies a rest. 
 
Our surfboat crews continue to form the back bone of our Patrols with 30 members rowing out of the 
approximately 45 patrolling members. We won the North Coast Sur Boat Premiership for the 3rd year in 
a row. We won numerous medals at the country titles. The Juniors made the semis at both State and 
Aussies. The ‘Mals’ masters 160s boat crew won Gold at state and Bronze at Aussies, and the ‘Kecs’ 180s 
masters men won silver at aussies.   
 
In closing I would like to thank all members, friends and supporters of the Kempsey Crescent Head SLSC 
for another successful season. With exciting times ahead I look forward to next season and hope to see 
you all back on the beach and a few more new faces. 
 
Scott Edwards 
President of Kempsey Crescent Head Surf Life Saving club Inc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scott Edwards 



 
 
2015-2016 Member Statistics 
Total members 169 18 yrs+ active = 63 15-17 yrs = 21 13-14 yrs = 8 5-12 yrs = 41 
   General = 26 Associate = 10 
 
Total Patrol Hours 2,563.00 
 

 

Leading Female Patrol Members 

  Name Hours 

1. Amy O'Brien (ID: 4662831) 65.8 

2. Janelle Conomos (ID: 3599759) 58.0 

3. Anna Bartlett (ID: 3600769) 57.0 

4. Clancey Irvine (ID: 5449300) 55.3 

5. Kate Sutherland (ID: 5500809) 49.0 

6. Annaliese Dillon (ID: 4527724) 46.3 

7. Belinda REID (ID: 4603115) 44.5 

8. Cindy Gorman (ID: 4730656) 43.8 

9. Alyce Clay (ID: 3695991) 43.0 

10. Rebecca Mitchell (ID: 3696212) 41.0 

   
 

   Leading Male Patrol Members 

  Name Hours 

1. Connor Tamblyn (ID: 5516491) 69.5 

2. Ross Allan (ID: 3562469) 64.5 

3. David Bartlett (ID: 4245597) 61.5 

4. Michael Conomos (ID: 3599715) 61.0 

5. Todd Jones (ID: 3596294) 61.0 

6. Carl Thurgood (ID: 4413832) 59.5 

7. Jake Conomos (ID: 4413837) 57.0 

8. Mitchell Johnston (ID: 4662813) 55.5 

9. Scott Edwards (ID: 3600330) 52.5 

10. Gibson Burke (ID: 4662779) 51.0 

   
 

 

 

 

 

  

    

    

 
 
 



 
 

PORT MACQUARIE SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB INC 
35 Tuppenny Road, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

PO Box 4, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
secretary@pmslsc.com.au 

 
 

 

   Port Macquarie Annual Report 
 
I am pleased to report that the club had another strong season highlighted as follows: 
 
Patrols 
The club was able to field 10 patrols this season with 96 active patrolling members and provided 9.00am 
to 4.00pm coverage of Flynns Beach extending to 5.00pm over the Christmas Holidays on weekends and 
public holidays. Whilst good numbers were available for patrols IRB Drivers & Crew were again a 
problem week to week and the club is currently looking at several initiatives to resolve this problem for 
next season 
 
Rescues    
Whilst its pleasing to report that no fatalities occurred during the season on a number of occasions this 
was only due to the vigilance & quick response of patrols. Challenging conditions were faced on a 
number of occasions leading to several serious rescues which would have lead to fatalities without 
intervention.  
 
Awards 
The club ran a number of courses throughout the season including several Bronze Medallion courses but 
retaining newly qualified bronze holders to undertake patrols is still an issue not helped by the loss of 
younger people leaving town to pursue education & work. With the opening of CSU campus in town this 
year it is hoped that some of the loss can be made up from students attending University in town.  
 
Nippers 
The season saw a very strong contingent of approx. 250 nippers attend the beach with over 100 
entering competition and the junior club enjoyed a very successful season. The Junior Committee are to 
be congratulated on their efforts and looking forward to bettering there results in the coming season   
 
Surf Sports 
The highlight of completion this season was the club securing 4 place overall at the Country 
Championships largely on the back of a very good showing by the junior club together with a numbers of 
successful results for our Masters. Several Master competitors went on the success at State & Australian 
Titles. The Senior club has identified a lack of competing members at major titles as a problem and is 
looking at measure to return the club to a competitive force.   
 
Financial  
The club is in a very strong financial positions and has enjoyed a number of income streams. The club 
was successful in applying for a liquor licence this season and has appointed a Bar Manager who now 
controls liquor sales at functions in the hall with profits returning to the club. The Bar has also been 
opening on Sunday afternoons and has steadily increased patronage. The club sees it financial future 
very much underpinned by hall hire for functions and bar sales although more traditional forms of 
fundraising such as sponsorship and hotel raffles are still a major contributor. 
 
 
 

mailto:treasurer@pmslsc.com.au


 
Facilities  
The club was fortunate to to receive a federal grant which enabled the upgrade of the club building over 
the last off season. The grant plus club funds enabled the replacement of the old tiled roof which had 
numerous leaks, the extension of the verandah and the completion of works to make the hall access 
compliant. The upgrade of the hall and verandah extension has increased the clubs appeal as a function 
venue as mentioned above. An ongoing upgrade & maintenance plan is being prepared for 
consideration by the Committee to ensure the club meets the demands of it patrons & members. 
 
 
 
Rick Rolff 
President 
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Tacking Point Annual Report 
 
As I write this report I feel it has been a while since August 2015 when our new committee 
took over.  It has been a long season with many great achievements by our members.  
 
These achievements culminated in the Club being crowned the Mid North Coast Branch 

‘Club of the Year’.  I will reflect on this award later in my report. 
This is a great recognition for our Club and we will be judged by Surf Life Saving NSW at the Awards of 
Excellence on the 13 August, 2016.   Let me now recount the story of our season. I will do this under sub 
headings and they are in no particular order. 
 
LIFESAVING: 
The first thing we should always report on is our lifesaving activities.  This season our lifesaving was 
managed jointly by Brent Wilkinson and Dane Rickwood.  We decided to do something different this year 
where our athletes did nearly all the Patrols at the start of the season to allow them to compete at 
carnivals without the added responsibility of trying to negotiate subs for their patrols.  I think it worked 
well and maybe needs some massaging for next season.  
Under the guidance of Brent and Dane we ran very good patrols, kept our beach safe and at the same 
time met the standards required by the Branch and State Centre as well as meeting the expectations of 
the general public. This aspect was further enhanced at our Presentation night with a large number of our 
members achieving 100% attendance on Patrol. 
Dane and Brent as well as Tim Atherton were instrumental in gaining a grant for a new ATV.  During our 
Open Day, Brent and Dane gave a small presentation to Rock Motor Cycles for their assistance in securing 
this vehicle.  
Unfortunately in early February Dane left our Club to travel overseas and Brent continued to do an 
excellent job of managing all Patrols during the second half of the season. 
It would be remiss of me not to mention the Shark attack on our beach on the 22 August, 2015. The victim 
Dale Carr has recovered from his injuries and has had a recognition evening at the club where he 
acknowledged the people who attended to him on the day as well as the surf club members who also 
assisted. 
Unfortunately our members were involved in the recovery of two bodies where they lost their lives in 
dangerous conditions.  Both these incidents happened away from our patrolling area and outside Patrol 
hours.  This doesn’t take away the sadness of each incident, but it does ram home the professionalism of 
our members in the swift action undertaken by them.    

 

 



Also during the season our members were involved in a number of notable rescues, one of which was 
recognised as the rescue of the month.  
At this point I should highlight the efforts of Steve Wilkinson.  Steve achieved well over the required 
number of hours on Patrol.  He also attended to the maintenance of our tractor as well as securing a more 
streamlined approach with our Banking at the NAB.  The list of achievements Steve completed this year 
saw him crowned as the Patrol Person of the Year.   
I would like to thank all our patrolling members for their assistance in making our beach safe this season. 
 
EDUCATION: 
This section basically goes hand in hand with Lifesaving.  Our education was in the very capable hands of 
Jess Rayner.  Jess is a very competent and professional member of our Club.  Her knowledge and 
commitment to this role belies her age and she is a breath of fresh air in this important role. No doubt 
Jess will report on the many awards our members gained this season. Although Jess moved away in the 
latter part of the season she still managed to complete her duties electronically.  Well done Jess. 
 
COMPETITION AND COACHING 
This area had to re-establish itself this season.  Having said that all sections of the Club trained hard all 
season and had strict coaching and training sessions locked in for the entire season.  There were some 
great results at Country, State and Aussies.  Raelene Myers won gold at Country and State, Peter 
Hennessey won medals at Aussies and our surfboat rowers won medals at Country and were very 
competitive at State and Aussies. 
Max Milligan was selected in the North Coast Academy of Sport as well as being selected in the NSW 
Emerging Talent Squad, he also represented our Club at Interbranch, Country, State and Australian 
Championships.            
We have an exciting group of young athletes coming through the ranks and I am sure we will commence 
to achieve the results we had of a few years ago.  With the likes of Max, Ryan Horton, Teah Christensen 
and Chris Broomby representing our Club at Interbranch, I can see a new wave of athletes coming through 
the Club.   
I would like to congratulate Richard Broomby in his role of Director of Surf Sports for co-ordinating all the 
junior and cadet training at the river shed and on our beach. Richard was also selected as the Coach of 
the Interbranch Team and I’m sure the experience he gained this season, mixing with the Sydney Coaches, 
will assist our athletes next season. At this point I would like to thank Matt Horton for his assistance in 
training as well as all the other members and parents who assisted with water safety and gear. 
Our surfboat section, under the guidance of Boat Captain and sweep, Kevin Owens (KO), has been the 
mainstay of our competitive arm of the club for the last few seasons.  Once again this season our crews 
were a credit to our Club and provided great value for their sponsors as they travelled far and wide in 
search of results.      
 
JAC: 
Under the management of Andrew Thrower and his team, many of them for the first time, this section of 
the Club saw a slight growth in numbers.  We are still not back to the numbers of about 3 years ago, but 
we are getting there.  It was pleasing to see that the junior activities remained at the beach and in the 
water when the conditions were not kind to us. It is a great time to teach our juniors all about surf 
conditions and what to do in them.  If they can be confident on our beach then they can go anywhere in 
the world and know they can read the surf. 
During this past season, on any Sunday morning the sight of about one hundred young Tacking Point 
members on the beach is a joy to us all.  I don’t really need to say anymore really.  
 
SOCIAL GROUP: 
During the season we had a social committee headed by Tane Power and they put together some great 
social afternoons, none better than the Christmas Party and the arrival of Santa.  I really hope this group 
sticks together and we can expand on the successful events they organised this season. 
In addition to the social group, our club formed a Presentation committee this season.  This committee, 
which was capably led by Maz Rickwood, consisted of Desle Mason, Wendy Wilkinson, Lyn Rouse and 
Roslyn Lang.  It was great to see these ladies put their hands up to organise this evening.  They went way 



beyond what was required and made it a memorable night.  It was also pleasing to see so many of our old 
members attend the evening and recount glories of days gone by.   
We have always prided ourselves on being a family Club and these two groups epitomised this.  The 
presentation night was a great example of this as well, with members past and present of all ages, getting 
together to celebrate an extremely successful season.  
Early in the season we took part in the SLSNSW Open Day, opening our Club to the public. This day was 
organised by Ryan Rosenbaum and his band of helpers and was a great success. As part of the celebrations 
we saw the opening of the new entrance and disabled lift by Club Patron and Local State Member, Leslie 
Williams.  This was the completion of Stage 1 of our renovations.   
During the Open Day we also unveiled a series of historic photographs of the Lighthouse Beach area.  
These photos are displayed in the entrance foyer.  We made special mention of the Tacking Point Lions 
Club who donated $700.00 to have these brilliant photographs framed. 
 
BUILDING REFURBISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT: 
This has been a long an arduous process.  As I have indicated, this season saw the completion of Stage 1 
and the installation of the disabled lift and modernisation of the entrance. 
A lot of hard work, frustration and negotiations with Council by a few members over about 10-12 years 
to ensure we get it right – especially within the confines and constraints of our DA and construction 
certificate with which we must comply. 
We simply can’t go off on a tangent and do things which are not approved or do not come within the 
confines of our DA.  I am aware that we do need shade for the balcony and we are working with our 
Project Manager and council to ensure we can complete this stage without too much disruption to 
weddings and functions already booked within the club.  
Hopefully with a bit of luck and planning this may be achieved before the Christmas period. 
 
BEACH: 
The beach has been in good condition over the past season and has been a pleasant and safe place to be.  
During the summer without consultation, the Club the Fisheries Department placed a Shark monitor 
approximately 500 metres from the beach basically behind Club rock.  This piece of equipment monitors 
the movements of ‘tagged’ sharks and is not a deterrent to sharks. 
The bottom line is we know sharks have been out there for years. That’s their home, we just have to be 
conscious of that.  Our patrolling members are vigilant in their approach to sighting them and warning our 
members and beach goers of their presence. 
 
FINANCIALLY: 
The Club is in a strong position financially and I congratulate Paul on the job he has done this season. With 
the assistance of Steve Wilkinson, we have all our accounts with the NAB, which includes an Eftpos system 
for the bar.  No doubt Paul will expand on this in his report. 
I’d like to thank and congratulate all our sponsors who have supported us financially over the past season 
and I hope the Club’s success in being crowned Mid North Coast Club of the Year will entice them to 
continue their support.   
 
Over the Easter Holiday period our Club was responsible for a fund raiser at the donut.  This was again a 
successful event.  We operated on Good Friday and Easter Monday.  I’d like to thank Lynn Smith for her 
organisation of a roster as well as all the members who gave freely of their time to make this annual fund 
raising event a success. 
 
BRANCH RECOGNITION AND AWARDS 
As I have indicated earlier in my report our Club was successful in being crowned the Mid North Coast 
Club of the Year.  We are now entered in the New South Wales Awards of Excellence.  It will be a giant 
achievement if we could win this award as well. 
This is a great turnaround for the Club and the accolades for this award should go to our members.  If it 
wasn’t for the achievements of so many of our members we would not have been successful in winning 
this award. 



Having said that, special mention should be made of the outstanding success of Tony Hallinan in being 
awarded the Mid North Coast Trainer of the Year and Paul Rayner on being awarded the Mid North Coast 
Assessor of the Year.  Both these gentlemen will be in the running to be awarded New South Wales awards 
at the NSW Awards of Excellence in August.  Again this is a great recognition for our Club, but also 
highlights the dedication and professionalism of both men throughout the season. 
They willingly give a lot of their time and put a lot of effort into the education and training of, not only 
current members, but also our new members.  It is these achievements as well as the outstanding 
contribution by all of our members in some way that has enabled the Club to win this award.    
 
BAR & BISTRO: 
The bar and bistro was again one of the main income streams for the Club.  During the summer period we 
experienced good crowds and the pleasing aspect of this is that the majority were locals.  Heather has 
done an excellent job of managing the functions of the bar as well as rostering the staff for weddings, 
functions and normal trading hours. 
For the bar to be effective and compliant with our license, Chris and Cathy did an excellent job of 
maintaining good quality meals at reasonable prices.  At the time of writing Cathy has advised me that 
Chris will no longer be working in the bistro and she has taken on the responsibility of running the bistro.   
As winter is upon us, although the numbers are down a bit, I am still delighted to see the regular customers 
still supporting our Club.    
 
ADMINISTRATION: 
This season saw the addition of Lynn Smith onto the Executive Committee in the role of Director of 
Administration.  Lynn had been a member and the Director of Administration of Ocean Beach SLSC for a 
number of years.   
When Lynn took over the role she was still travelling to the Central Coast for Club meetings at the same 
time whilst not neglecting her role as our Director of Administration.  When Lynn eventually cut ties with 
Ocean Beach, she really made a huge difference in the way we ran meetings, kept all members up to date 
with Branch and State Centre circulars, as well as completing her patrol hours.  Lynn was also involved in 
a notable rescue on her patrol and her involvement in this rescue received praise, by all of her Patrol. 
Lynn gave valuable assistance to Raelene Myers in her first stint as Junior Secretary as well as providing 
advice and guidance to all members who needed assistance.  She was also instrumental in organising a 
roster for our annual fund raising event at the donut over the Easter Holiday period. 
It was fitting that Lynn received the ‘Club Person of Year’ for our Club even though it was her first year.  
Everything she did was outstanding. 
Finally, as I have said many times, the success of this great Club is a direct result of the input from you, 
the members.  Whether you are an 8 year old nipper or a Life Member everyone has done their bit this 
season for it to be so successful. 
 
I look forward to another great year on the beach and hopefully we can exceed our efforts of the 
2015/2016 season. 
 
Thankyou 
Mick Lang  
PRESIDENT  
 
 



Wauchope Bonny Hills Annual Report 
 
It gives me great pride to present this report to the Mid North 
Coast Branch Surf Life Saving on behalf of the Executive and 
members of the Wauchope Bonny Hills Surf Life Saving Club. 
The 2015/16 season has been another highly successful season for 
our club, we have a stable executive committee, increased 
patrolling membership and are in a sound financial position. 
We proudly say that no lives were lost at Bonny Hills beaches whilst 
WBH patrols were on duty. Our members have patrolled in excess 
of the requirements of our lifesaving agreement and were involved 
in a number of “out of hours” responses during the season. 
We are extremely fortunate in having many members who 
contribute to our lifesaving functions, with staggering voluntary 
contributions of time.  WBH also contributed members to the MNC 
Support Operations Group. 

 
The Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC Co-Directors of Lifesaving, Michelle Kirkwood and Lou O’Neill have led 
the way in improving our lifesaving standards, in their third year in this demanding role. Our patrolling 
strength was excellent. We were able to build our lifesaving depth this season to fourteen patrols (two 
Saturday morning patrols and twelve rotating patrols). This meant that rotating patrol members were 
rostered for one half day patrol every four weeks, as a result of the reduced rostered patrol 
requirements we saw an increasing willingness of members to sub when patrol members were unable 
to attend their rostered patrol. There remains some room for improvement particularly in up-skilling 
members, work has already commenced in this area with six members attending an IRB course at 
Camden Haven on the 25 and 26 June, a number of members nominating for an upcoming ARTC course 
and some new initiatives for our patrols for the coming season already being planned. Our patrol season 
concluded with the now traditional “biggest patrol” conducted on the last patrolling day of the season. 
As well as a superb barbecue, events such as beach touch footy, chariot races and a treasure dig were 
enjoyed by close to forty patrolling members and friends. 
 
It was also fitting that Jeremy Bate, Michelle Butt, Paul Hoole, Leanne Goggin, Jeoff Ryan, Lachlan 
Hawkins, the MNC member services team (consisting of three WBH members – Gary and Joanne 
Hawkins and Leanne Goggin) and Chalkie Bob Smith were all nominated for prestigious awards at the 
Mid North Coast Branch Awards of Excellence. We are very proud that Gary, Jo and Leanne (Member 
Services team) and Lachlan Hawkins (Young Lifesaver) will represent both WBH and MNC Branch at the 
NSW Awards of Excellence in Sydney. 

 
WBH Members at the 2015/16 SLSMNC Awards of Excellence Evening 



Having said that, our club calls on Surf Life Saving at Branch, State and National offices to ease the 
administrative and governance burden placed on members at all levels. Our clubs are made up of 
volunteers and yet the movement seems intent on increasing the time commitment of ordinary 
members, be it in reporting, requalification and compliance, all of this before we even put a patrol cap 
on or put the flags up! Unfortunately, much of the fun of being a member is being overtaken by more 
and more rules based compliance.  
 
On a sad note our club unexpectedly lost Life Member Grahame Buckley during the season. Grahame 
passed away while training with his mates in the surfboat, preparing for upcoming carnivals. Grahame 
held many positions in the club over many years including Vice President and Nipper Chairman, and was 
for more than ten years the driving force behind our club’s triathlon drink station which is both a 
significant financial and social contributor to our club. “Buck” was a huge loss to our club. At our 
presentation night we announced that the award for the most outstanding surfboat rower would be 
renamed the Grahame Buckley Memorial Surfboat Rower of The Year. The award has been sponsored 
by the Port Macquarie Triathlon Committee in recognition of Grahame’s contribution to that event. The 
award was presented by Grahame’s wife Denise and the initial recipient of the award was Angela Eke a 
member of the RHABS open women’s crew who were NSW Country and North Coast Surfboat series 
Champions. Our thoughts are with Denise and the entire family. 
We also pay our respects to Keith Collins who passed away during the year. Keith, as Managing Director 
of Elite Packaging Solutions was a long term sponsor of our surfboat section. Our thoughts are with 
Keith’s family. 
 

The christening of a new surfboat is 
always a special occasion for any surf 
club, and in February 2016 Wauchope 
Bonny Hills christened the newest of our 
fleet of surfboats, the GEORGE “HG” 
FOWLER, on a sparkling afternoon in front 
of 60 people including Dr David Gillespie 
(MP for Lyne), Peter Besseling (Mayor of 
PMHC), Ray McDonagh (Director of 
Surfsport SLS MNC) and many family and 
friends of George. The new surfboat went 
on to win NSW Country and North Coast 
Surfboat series championships while 
George went on to collect NSW and 

Australian Championship medals.  
 
 
 
Our club was also fortunate in securing 
a new IRB, with the significant 
assistance of a grant from Port 
Macquarie Hastings Council, during 
the season. 
 
 
 
Wauchope Bonny Hills has a highly 
professional and dedicated ‘Lifesaving 
Education’ management team 
consisting of Paul Hoole, Steve Cornell, 
Elaine Walker, Lou O’Neill and Chalkie Bob Smith. This team ensured new club members were trained 
for lifesaving awards in an efficient manner, thus ensuring that we had a good number of new patrolling 



members. Jedd Goggin also contributed by conducting an intensive bronze/SRC course during the 
Christmas school holidays. 
 
Wauchope Bonny Hills hosted the Mid North Coast Branch Junior Championships, the carnival was 
hailed a great success, thanks to everyone who assisted with the event. 
 
Keith Charles finally became an Australian Champion, winning gold in the o/60 years beach flags at the 
Aussies on the Sunshine Coast. This was an extremely popular victory for our club. Life member Keith 
has been competing for over thirty years and after many NSW and Australian medals, his first Aussie 
gold was a just reward. 
 
For the second successive year Wauchope Bonny Hills are the Mid North Coast Branch surfsports point 
score champions with a huge performance at the Scotts Head Branch Championship carnival. The 
highlight of the championships for our club being the Lifesaver Relay where WBH was successful in 
taking 1st, 2nd and 3rd placings, testament to the team spirit on display and a huge tribute to Trent Seale 
our Director of Competition. 
 
For the third consecutive year WBH was represented in the Coolangatta Gold. Our male masters team of 
Trent Seale, Russell Eichmann, Richard Rowland and Glen Stewart collecting our first ever podium finish 
in this event with a 2nd place in the Male master’s long course division. WBH has already confirmed four 
teams for the 2016 Cooly Gold which remains one of the world’s toughest events.  
 
This season our surfboat section was slightly smaller than in previous years with three crews competing 
all season, supplemented by a masters crew at one or two events. While we may have had less crews 
than in some previous seasons the performances were just as polished with two North Coast surfboat 
premierships in open women (RHABS) and Reserve Grade men (Bull Sharks), with the RHABS and the 
women’s u/23 crew taking NSW Country Gold medals. 
 
The 2015/16 season was another outstanding success on the competitive front for the Wauchope Bonny 
Hills Surf Club. I believe that our competition diversity is a significant strength for our club an example 
being NSW Country Gold medals won in events as diverse as surfboats, march past, R & R, beach and 
craft events, from under 8’s to over 70’s. There were so many highlights and contributors that I am sure 
I will miss someone in this brief report (if I do it is in no way intentional).  

 

 Keith Charles – AUSTRALIAN CHAMPION o/60 years Beach Flags 

 George Fowler – Silver and Bronze medals Australian Championships 0/70 years Beach Flags and 

Beach Sprint, Silver and Bronze medals NSW Championships o/70 years Flags and Sprint 

 Issac Sanderson - 4th place U/15 2KM beach run Australian Championships and GOLD Medal NSW 

Country Championships U/15 2 KM Beach run 

 Elaine Walker – 4th place O/45 years single ski Australian Championships 

 Hugh Stewart – 6th place u/15 surf race and 15th ironman Australian Championships 

 Taylor Sargeant – Australian Championship semi-finalist u/15 surf race and ironwoman 

 Trent Seale, Russell Eichmann, Richard Rowland and Glen Stewart 2nd masters long course 

Coolangatta Gold 

 “RHABS” – open women’s Surfboat crew Gold medal NSW Country Championships and North 

Coast Surfboat series champions 

 The “Bull Sharks” – reserve grade men’s Surfboat North Coast Surfboat series champions 

 The “Bonny Chicks” – u/23 women’s surfboat crew Gold medal NSW Country Championships 

 Open March Past team – Gold medal NSW Country champions 

 Junior R & R teams – Gold, Silver and Bronze at NSW Country championships and each team was 

a finalist at the NSW Championships 



 The “Bull Sharks” u/21 Surfboat crew – NSW Championship Quarter finalists 

 Jeremy Bate and Paul Hoole – NSW Country Champions o/40 years board rescue 

 Brooke Gallagher –  NSW Country Champion u/19 Beach Flags 

 Mid North Coast Championships Lifesaver relay – 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

 Mid North Coast Branch Point score Champions 

 Wauchope Bonny Hills proudly competed at Mid North Coast, NSW Country, NSW and Australian 

Championships in 2015/16 season. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wauchope Bonny Hills Surf Club Australian Championship team travelled to Queensland’s Sunshine 
Coast and again represented the club proudly. Once again the team had a fantastic time while on tour 
and our thanks must go to our official Chalkie Bob Smith, team management, coaches and fundraisers.  
 
We recognise that our nipper numbers have had a slight decline in the past season, something which 
our club will be seeking to reverse this season in conjunction with a school engagement program. 
 
On the social and community scene, WBH continues to ensure that it contributes positively to the 
community. In addition to life saving our club conducted the “Bonny Hills Carols on the Deck” and 
assisted with the “Bonny Hills Walk for a Cure” cancer fundraiser, the Port Macquarie Triathlons as well 
as assisting a number of school groups, during the season. 
 
Our club presentation was attended by 170 members and friends. Our season welcome function and 
Christmas party were also well attended and assisted in building the camaraderie of club members. 
The club’s function centre, “Beaches at Bonny Hills” continues to operate as the premier venue for 
celebrations on the coast, with the bar open every Friday night throughout the year and selected other 
nights during the Christmas school holidays which in turn contributes to our positive financial health. 
 
 
 
 



We are also very fortunate to have the commitment of great sponsors and supporters: 
 

 FIRST NATIONAL REAL ESTATE NORTH HAVEN  

Principle Lifesaving partner 

 PORT ORTHODONTICS 

Principle Nippers partner 

 ULTRAFLOOR 

 ELITE PACKAGING SOLUTIONS 

Principle Surfboat partners 

 HASTINGS CO-OP FUEL SUPPLIES – Fuel supplier 

 The FAT FISH Bistro 

 BEACHES AT BONNY HILLS 

 WAUCHOPE LIONS CLUB 

 M & S PRINT 

 NSW Department of Community Services 

 Port Macquarie Hastings Council 

 Armstrong Oysters 

 The Bonny Hills and Wauchope and surrounding communities – Thank you 

 
To the current members of the Wauchope Bonny Hills Executive, my thanks for all of your hard work and 
desire to ensure that Wauchope Bonny Hills surf club continues to evolve and progress. 
Thanks and congratulations to the Mid North Coast Surf Life Saving Executive and each of the other 
MNC Branch clubs. 
 
To every single Wauchope Bonny Hills member thank you for your contribution, congratulations and 
keep enjoying your club. 
 
Regards 
Peter 
 
Peter Smith 
PRESIDENT 
WAUCHOPE BONNY HILLS SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Camden Haven Annual Report 
2015-2016 
 
Last season saw another fantastically successful season on our beach.  Our members performed over 
2,500 patrol hours effecting five rescues and undertaking over 500 preventative actions. 
 
Over 60 kids participated in our Nippers program.  Nippers is fantastic as not only is it a fun, healthy 
activity, it also improves kids safety in the surf for the rest of their lives. 
 
Our executive did a great job this year of financially stabilising the club as well as continuing with our 
ongoing program of equipment upgrades. 
 
As well as surf lifesaving our club successfully conducted King of The Mountain, water safety at Ironman, 
water safety at Camden Haven Triathlon as well as other community events such as “High Tea on the 
Sea” and “Santas Surf In” 
 
Thank you to our Branch for all of your support and assistance during the season.  Congratulations to all 
clubs in the branch for your fantastic efforts in keeping our beaches safe and enhancing surf lifesaving 
on the Mid North Coast.  Surf lifesaving is in good hands in our branch. 
 
I hope you all have a safe and enjoyable winter and look forward to seeing you all on the beach next 
summer. 
 
Glen O’Brien 
President – Camden Haven SLSC (Inc) 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 
 

 

 
North Coast Surf Boat Series as part of 

Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch 
President’s Report 2015/2016 

 
 

First of all, I would like to thank the committee for their hard work 
throughout the year. Leane for always being there regardless of how sick you 

are, the competitors, thank you. The officials, without your tireless efforts we wouldn't have a carnival. 
The sponsors a big thank you for your support, it is very much appreciated.  Last of all the competitors, 
their family and friends, thank you for making the NCSBS such a special series, I think every other boat 
series is slightly envious of our series. 
 
This year we did something different and had a joint carnival with the Street series and what a great 
weekend we had. A total of 74 crews competed over the weekend and it was just like the good old days. 
Tea Gardens Surf Club turned it on Saturday with a fantastic afternoon (one of the best ever). Feedback 
from competitors from both series has been good and with plans to repeat it again next season. Let's 
hope the next one is even bigger & better.  
 
 



For the rest of carnivals we had some great ones, it was a shame that the Bonny Hills carnival didn't 
happen because of bad weather and beach conditions, let's hope it doesn't happen next year for any 
carnival, but then we can't control the weather.  Evans Head turned out to be another great carnival 
with Queensland crews coming and they were impressed with how it was run, well done.  
 
I have had some calls from some Queensland crews about joining our series next season, which is good 
for the sport, but to do this we have to look out having at least 3 carnivals north of Scotts Head and then 
needs about the same south of Creso. So we need to put some thought into the planning of the carnival 
locations.  
 
I would like to congratulate all the crews that won medals at the country titles, state titles and the 
Aussie titles well done and also show how strong the NCSBS is. I would to thank everyone who helped 
with the presentation night and everyone for making the night so special. Again we should be proud of 
our series as we are the only one that does it this way. See you all next year on the beach either as 
president or official or competitor. 
 
 
Warren Whitten 
President 
North Coast Surf Boat Series 
 

 
 

 

North Coast Surf Boat Series as part of 

Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch 

Referee’s Report 2015/2016 
 

 

This season was a bit of a start/stop season for me.  I started the season then I was away and missed a 

few.  I would like to thank Slim, Bec, Warren and Jim Saunders for filling in for me at times, whilst I was 

away.    

I would also like to extend a wholehearted THANK YOU to all our officials who worked tirelessly over the 

season so that crews had good competitive racing at all carnivals.  We have a small group of officials 

who do an outstanding job for our series.  Well done to all of you.  

I must special mention of Leane for her tireless effort in being our recorder.  She does an enormous 

amount of work behind the scenes to ensure everything is right on the day.  Without her efforts we 

would struggle.   

This season saw the introduction of the combined Streets Series and our series.  Although I was not able 

to be present I believe it was a successful weekend and it is on the Program for next season. 

Also during the season we had a few crews attend from Queensland. The pleasing aspect of this was 

that most of these crews gave very positive feedback in the way we conduct our carnivals and they are 

interested in getting more of the Queensland crews to attend our series. Obviously they would extend 

an invitation for our crews to attend their series as well. 

It can be done, but would need some massaging of our dates so as they don’t overlap on theirs and we 

don’t really need more carnivals, but we need good quality carnivals.  I will address this aspect in 

another paper.  



 

 

CARNIVALS: 

We need to get the numbers back across the Australia!!     

I know there is a sweeps school/s on the State Program and I think there is one for the North Coast, so 

we need to get as many potential sweeps etc to attend this weekend when it is advertised.   

The more qualified sweeps we have the more crews we can have. 

By doing this we can show the hierarchy at least we are doing our bit to increase numbers. 

 

SUGGESTION: 

For this season we trial 2 separate competitions. 

Saturday - For the whole season we do 3 rounds of long course races plus a final.  Start 11am finish by 

3.30pm. 

Sunday – For the whole season we do 4 short course races with a final & everyone goes home.   

At the end of the season we have a Long Course and Short Course Champion in each division.   

The main reason why I am suggesting this format in our series is that again this season the Country 

Championships will be run over a short course for all divisions. 

As far as I am aware they are thinking of implementing a short course event at State Championships this 

coming season.  I will know more about this by the AGM. 

COME AND TRY DAYS: 

I spoke about this last year, but we didn’t get around to it.  I think each Branch or Club should advertise 

a come and try day!  We can do it under a special event application.  It is something that needs to be 

done to encourage people to try our sport.  They do it in other sports except ours, so we need to have a 

go at this. 

OFFICIALS: 

I am on a State Panel looking at a succession plan for our senior officials across all disciplines.  I have 

submitted a paper to State Centre, basically about our Boat Officials, but they now realise we need 

something over all disciplines.   

So I am proposing this year that some of the new officials from last year step up and have a go at 

marshalling, starting, chief judge (stepping stone to Referee).  I do realise these same new officials are 

rowing, but I’m sure I can implement a roster once I have all their names.  

Foundation Officials:  I am also going to try some foundation officials.  These are people who have not 

done the officials course, but would like to help out at our carnivals.  They don’t necessarily have to be 

rowers, but someone in your Club that hangs around the boaties and would like to have a go.  I give 

them a quick briefing at the start of the day and we go from there.  They cannot officiate at any major 

Carnival such as branch, country, state or Aussies, but we can do it at our series.  

CONCLUSION: 

All in all it has been a great season.  There are issues on the board at a State and National level which 

needs to be addressed, but the burning issue is we need to recruit more members and rowers otherwise 

the stats indicate we are losing numbers/crews, so it’s all about US making an effort to make a 

difference in OUR sport. 

Mick Lang 

Referee      

 


