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The production crew at WBHSLSC

have been busy putting together

some amazing videos, including this

one which celebrates Women in Surf

Life Saving.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=A4US2g5IWhw

The 1st of July 1980 was the day that the Surf Life Saving

Movement changed forever. Females were, for the first time,

able to gain their Bronze Medallion and other awards

enabling them to patrol the beaches, as the men did. Forty

years on and women have made their mark and are now an

integral part across all facets. I would like to take this

opportunity to thank all female members, both past and

present, for their contribution to their Clubs over the past

four decades.
As we move through the current COVID-19 pandemic, we will

endeavour to keep members updated. I am meeting regularly

with SLSNSW to facilitate a smooth transition into the season

and will provide more information as it comes to hand. Clubs

are starting to hold their AGMs and I wish all newly elected

committees the best for the 2020/21 season. If you are

thinking of putting up your hand for a position on your Club or

Branch committee, I encourage you to, as it can be a

rewarding and positive experience. 

Yours in surf life saving,

Rod McDonagh
SLSMNC President

SLSMNC AGM
MONDAY 17TH AUGUST 6.30PM

BRANCH OFFICE, CENTRAL RD
PORT MACQUARIE

EOI - DUTY OFFICERS
RWC OPERATORS

FOR A COPY OF THE APPLICATION
CONTACT JOANNE.IS@BIGPOND.COM



Females have for many years been a part of Surf Life Saving clubs, with clubs in the Mid North

Coast Branch having very strong Ladies Auxiliaries especially from the 1940’s to the 60’s. These

Ladies Auxiliaries would do a lot of the fundraising for the clubs by way of running raffles and

dances. When the clubs annual surf carnivals were approaching members of the Ladies

Auxiliaries would canvas the local business houses for trophies and donations. These auxiliaries

held annual general meetings at the start of each season to elect their President, Secretary and

Treasurer. The females were classed as associate members of the surf clubs. 

40 YEARS OF WOMEN IN 
SURF LIFE SAVING

“Most of the surf clubs had a ladies march past

team. These teams would train during the

summer months in readiness for their

competition against the other club teams at

annual surf carnivals. The female teams

provided a great spectacle at the surf

carnivals” said SLSNSW and SLSMNC Life

Member, Bruce Caldwell.

During the late 1960’s a couple of unofficial surf carnivals were held for females here in the Mid

North Coast Branch. These were well attended by the girls and the competition was very strong

and fierce between the competitors. In 1980 Surf Life Saving Australia changed the rules and

embraced females as lifesavers enabling them to gain their Bronze Medallions and any other surf

lifesaving awards thus making them full members of all surf clubs in Australia. This move by the

National body helped many clubs to retain and increase their membership to continue on with

their patrolling duties of safeguarding the community.

One of the first females in the Mid North Coast to gain her Bronze

Medallion in November 1980 was current member of Port Macquarie

and Tacking Point, Kim Rayner. The memories of those days are still

strong. “In the first few years it was tough, the equipment was heavy,

and the guys said – if you want to be one of us, you can carry your own

gear”, said Kim. Still involved today, Kim has held many positions within

the Surf Life Saving movement during these years and is currently the

only SLSMNC female Duty Officer.

This year marks forty years since females were allowed to become full

patrolling members of surf clubs. Females are taking on roles, that have

traditionally been male dominated, across all levels of surf lifesaving.

This has proved invaluable to many clubs since their 

 acceptance into the surf lifesaving movement. Currently the clubs within the Mid North Coast

have on average 35% females on their Executive Committees and 29% female Patrol Captains.

Our Branch Executive is currently made up of five females – Joanne Hawkins, Jenny Cooper, Anni

Yaringa, Wendy Evans and Brienna Elford, which is over 55% female representation.



40 YEARS IN THE MAKING
A SNAPSHOT OF PICTURES

Kempsey-Crescent Head Ladies March Past

South West Rocks Ladies March Past

Wauchope-Bonny Hills Ladies March Past

South West Rocks SLSC

First Female Bronze Squad 

19th October 1980

Wauchope-Bonny Hills

Representative Team 1995



Planning for the upcoming season's Branch carnivals is well underway. Due to the unprecedented

environment our carnivals may change in the way they are traditionally run. 

All dates and venues are subject to change.

1st Branch Carnival 

Dates: Saturday 31st October and Sunday 1st November

Venue: Port Macquarie Surf Life Saving club

2nd Branch Carnival

Dates: Saturday 28th November and Sunday 29th November

Venue: South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club

Branch Championships

Dates: Saturday 20th February and Sunday 21st February

Venue: Tacking Point Surf Life Saving Club

SURF SPORTS NEWS
- SAVE THE DATES -

SLSMNC Branch Carnivals 2020/2021

The 24 Hour Row is on again 22-23 August,
raising awareness and funds for charities, One

Eighty and Gotcha4Life.
More than ever we need to be raising awareness for mental health and the best way to do that

is with a goal, through physical activity and staying connected with your community. We’d love

you to come on board to not only raise funds for our incredible mental health charities

Gotcha4Life and One Eighty, but also keep your body and mind, and those of your family and

friends in check. 

Join two of our amazing clubs by having a go or donating.

Wauchope-Bonny Hills Surf Life Saving Club

https://surflifesaving-24hour-row-2020.raisely.com/elainewalkerwauchope

or 

Port Macquarie Surf Life Saving Club

https://surflifesaving-24hour-row-2020.raisely.com/t/portmacquariesurflifesavingclub

THANK-YOU TO OUR SPONSORS......

Please send articles for future newsletters to 

lhatherly@surflifesaving.com.au


