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National Honours       Bob Kebby M.B.E.* 
             Max Waters O.A.M 
             Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M 
             Ray Agland O.A.M * 
             Michael Moran O.A.M* 
             Tony Hayes O.A.M 
 
SLSA Life Members      Reg Saunders* 
             Max Waters O.A.M 
             Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M 
 
SLS New South Wales Life Members   

Reg Saunders* 
             Max Waters O.A.M 
             W. Tom Saul* 
             Kevin Ruscoe* 
             Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M 
             Tony Hayes O.A.M 
             Bruce Caldwell 
             Dennis O’Sullivan 
             Rod McDonagh 
 
SLS Mid North Coast Life Members    
Ken Brenton*, Sid Griffin*, Bob Kebby M.B.E*, Reg Saunders*, W.Tom Saul*,  
Max Waters O.A.M, Max Sabien*, Kevin Ruscoe*, Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M,  
Ray Agland O.A.M*, Tony Hayes O.A.M, John (Yakka) Watson*, Bruce Caldwell, Ken Corbett, 
John Vipond, Graham Bingham, Dennis O’Sullivan, Ken Wilson, Rod McDonagh 
 
Patrons          David Gillespie MP (Member for Lyne) 
             Melinda Pavey MP (Member for Oxley) 
             Pat Conaghan MP (Member for Cowper) 
             Leslie Williams MP (Member for Port Macquarie) 

   Peta Pinson (Mayor Port Macquarie Hastings Council) 
             Liz Campbell (Mayor Kempsey Shire Council) 

   Rhonda Hoban (Mayor Nambucca Shire Council) 
   Bernadette Inglis (CEO NPBS) 
   Phil Neat (Chair Charitable Foundation NPBS) 

    
Sponsors          Newcastle Permanent Building Society 

   Safe’n’Sound Self Storage Port Macquarie  
 

Supporters          Ken Little Fruit and Veg 
Lighthouse Beach Quality Meats 
Bakers Delight Port Central 



             Office Bearers 2018/19 
 

President          Rod McDonagh 
Deputy President       Tim Atherton 
Director of Administration   Joanne Hawkins 
Director of Finance      Jenny Cooper 
Director of Education     Anni Yaringa 
Director of Lifesaving      Paul Rayner 
Director of Surf Sports     Ray McDonagh/Wendy Evans 
Director of Member Services  Gary Hawkins 
Director Marketing and Communication Brienna Elford 
 

Registrar and Assets Officer   Rob McCue 
Public Officer         Rod McDonagh   
WH&S Officer        Amanda Higgerson 
Gear and Equipment Officer   Vacant   
Deputy Director of Lifesaving   Mitchell Dawson  
Education Officer (North)    Sue Croad 
Education Officer (South)    Michelle Garvan  
Junior Education officer     Michelle Garvan  
Youth Development Program Director  Gary Hawkins 
Youth Development Program   Joanne Hawkins 
Coordinator  
Delegate to SLSNSW     Rod McDonagh 
Accident Investigation Officer    (North) Rod McDonagh 
                          (South)  
Duty Officers North      Rod McDonagh, Tony Silvia, David Brunsden,   
Duty Officers South      Paul Rayner, Mitch Dawson, Kim Rayner  
Branch Team Coach      Richard Broomby 
Branch Team Manager     Melinda Cockshutt   
Medical Officers        Drs as required 
Auditors          Wrights Chartered Accountants 
Solicitors          As required 

 
Meritorious Awards Committee  Chalkie-Bob Smith, Paul Rayner, Bruce Caldwell 
 
Constitution Committee  Rod McDonagh, Joanne Hawkins to convene as necessary 
 
Disciplinary and Grievance Committee  Tim Atherton to convene as necessary 
      
Life Membership Committee Chalkie Bob Smith, Bruce Caldwell, Tony Hayes,  

John Vipond, Ken Wilson 
 
 
 
 

Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch comprises eight Clubs: 
 

Macksville-Scotts Head South West Rocks Hat Head 

Kempsey-Crescent Head Port Macquarie Tacking Point 

Wauchope-Bonny Hills  Camden Haven 



                    Presidents Annual Report 2018-19 
 

It is with great pride that I present the 2018/2019 annual summary for Surf 
Life Saving Mid North Coast. All eights clubs maintained a professional 
life saving service on the beaches from Macksville-Scotts Head to 
Camden Haven. The role our Clubs provide in the community is vital in 
maintaining a high patrolling presence, support services and educating 
the community in beach safety.  Our patrols and out of hours response 
has been exemplary over the past twelve months. 
 
Our Support Services Team consists of a small but dedicated team of 
Duty Officers and RWC Operators who have performed their roles in a 
professional manner, responding to many out of hours incidents 

throughout this season. Thank-you to the Clubs and their members who 
have provided assistance with personnel and assets in remote locations 

outside of patrolling hours. UAV Operations have grown within SLS and our Branch this last 
season. They have been useful in all aspects from patrols to search and rescue operations. The 
support of the UAV operators has been a bonus for our search and rescue tasks, with many 
upskilling to take on a role of UAV Operator. This will be a big part of our future and plans are in 
place to adequately resource UAV operations. 
 
Our Director of Lifesaving, Paul Rayner, has once again brought professionalism and knowledge 
to this position. Not an easy task, Paul has ensured that the Support Operations, Club Call out 
Teams and development has been at the forefront of this portfolio and has set the bar high for 
our emergency response. Clubs will be renewing their Lifesaving Agreements for the upcoming 
three seasons. The profile of emergency response within Surf Life Saving was highlighted with 
the NSW State Government recognising us as an Emergency Service. This has come with 
enhanced funding from package which will see vehicles, RWCs and other specialised equipment 
being provided for the coming season.  
 
Ensuring the administration of the Branch is compliant is one of the hardest tasks within the 
committee. Once again, Jo Hawkins has provided ongoing administration support to the Clubs 
and ensured that all Branch documentation is up to date and submitted on time. Jo also organises 
the annual SLSMNC Award of Excellence, which was an enjoyable night at Camden Haven.  
 
During the season we lost our Director of Surf Sports, Ray McDonagh, after a short but tough 
battle with cancer. Ray lived and breathed Surf Life Saving and his contribution, experience and 
passion will be sorely missed. I thank Wendy Evans for acting in this role for the remaining part 
of the season, ensuring all Branch carnivals were conducted with a high level of professionalism. 
Our Clubs travelled to Cudgen Headland for the Envirobank Country Championships, Swansea-
Belmont for the SLSNSW State Championships, the Gold Coast for the Aussies and Glenelg in 
South Australia for the Surf Life Saving World Championships. Congratulations to all the 
competitors and thank-you to our officials and team managers for their support. The Inter-Branch 
Team was under the direction of Richard Broomby and Mel Cockshutt and returned with an 
impressive set of results. The North Coast Boat Series held carnivals within the Branch and have 
been able to maintain a successful series. 
 
The Member Services Portfolio once again revealed a positive season with Gary Hawkins at the 
helm. Gary and his team provided many pathways for our junior and cadet members to engage 
in various aspects of Surf Life Saving. The strength in our youth was shown through the high 
aptitude of the Newcastle Permanent Junior Life Saver of the Year candidates. Georgia Gaddes 
from South West Rocks and Taj Thrower from Tacking Point were our well deserving Branch 
representatives. Another successful trip to Dee Why SLSC and the Sydney Northern Beaches 
proved once again to be beneficial to all members who attending – including our cadets and adults 
alike. The experiences that are gained at these development camps are inspirational to our 

Rod McDonagh 



members. The leadership of Gary and his team is acknowledged, and the enthusiasm shown is 
a major part of the success of the Member Services Team this season. 
 
Anni Yaringa took on the role of Director of Education this season and has shown dedication in 
her role towards the education of our members. Our Trainers, Assessors and Facilitators have 
once again shown their professionalism through the delivery of first-class courses. With greater 
compliance throughout the Education portfolio, Anni was able to assist members in updating their 
Certificate IV TAE to continue to train and assess within Surf Life Saving.  
 
The Director of Finance role was filled at the AGM by Jennifer Cooper. This can be a difficult role 
at times, but Jennifer has shown her financial expertise by collecting all outstanding monies and 
keeping all aspects of the financials up to date. 
 
Brienna Elford took on the Marketing and Communication portfolio promoting the achievements 
of the Branch members through various media outlets. 
 
One disappointing aspect this season has been the lack of attendance by Clubs at our regular 
Branch meetings. Our role is to provide support and facilitate programs for Clubs to operate 
effectively, without your input we cannot assist to the best of our ability. Hopefully this situation 
will improve, and Clubs can play a more active part. 
 
Surf Life Saving is unable to survive without the assistance of our sponsors and supporters. Our 
Local Government bodies, Nambucca Shire Council, Kempsey Shire Council and Port Macquarie-
Hastings Council provide various financial and in-kind sponsorship across the Clubs each season. 
The State and Federal Members of Parliament, Leslie Williams, Melinda Pavey, Dr David 
Gillespie, Luke Hartsuyker and Pat Conaghan enable our core functions of building better 
communities and saving lives. We are indebted to SLSA and SLSNSW for their ongoing support 
and assistance and thank their sponsors: Envirobank, DHL, BEKO, Dulux, Westpac, Engine 
Swimwear, Dolphin Surfcrafts, Virgin and Clubs NSW. We have a wonderful working relationship 
with our major sponsor Newcastle Permanent Building Society, who provides many opportunities 
to promote Surf Life Saving on the Mid North Coast and beyond. 
 
This season all the Executive Committee positions were filled, and I acknowledge the hard work 
from this team who have made substantial achievements this season. My thanks and appreciation 
go to each and every one of our Members who either patrols the beach, cooks the BBQs at 
Nippers, officiates at carnivals or sells raffle tickets. Without you we would not have such a strong 
organisation. 
 
It is with great pleasure that I announce the SLSMNC Branch will be celebrating its 90th 
Anniversary in the 2019/2020 season. This will be a big celebration of our commitment over many 
years and I hope Clubs embrace our success to date. Information on this celebration will be 
forthcoming. 
 
Yours in Surf Life Saving, 
 
Rod McDonagh 
SLSMNC Branch President 
SLSNSW Life Member 
SLSMNC Life Member 
SWRSLSC Life Member 
 
 
 
 
 



Director of Administration Annual Report 2018/19 
 
 
I’m pleased to present my 7th report as the SLSMNC Director of 
Administration. Another season for SLSMNC has drawn to an end and pre-
season planning about to commence for the 2019/20 season.  
 
Early this year the State Government announced a $16 million boost to 
Surf Life Saving which will be provided over four years and will fund Branch 
support operations, inclusive of response vehicles and jetskis, rescue 
technology, emergency response beacons and assist Branch services. 
 
In July, SLSNSW held a combined conference which for the first time 
during my involvement with Branch, included the Administration portfolio. 
It was great to meet the State team and also the Directors of 
Administration from other Branches. As you would imagine there are varied administrative 
priorities across the different Branches and many productive conversations took place throughout 
the weekend. One being the best way Branches can utilise the new administrative support and 
development positions coming from the enhanced funding. We are excited about the prospect of 
working together closely throughout the next season.  
 
This season saw our members attend State development programs such as Youth Opportunity 
Makers and Junior Lifesaver of the Year and the SLSA National Leaders Masterclass.  
 
The Mid North Coast Branch was once again well represented at the 2017/18 SLSNSW Awards 
of Excellence. Congratulations to James Turnham who was awarded NSW ALS Lifeguard of the 
Year and went on to be awarded the Australian DHL Lifeguard of the Year 2018. 
 
Unfortunately, none of our SLSMNC nominees were state award winners this year, however, as 
usual a great night was had by all. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2018/19 SLSMNC Awards of Excellence and Presentation evening was held at CHSLSC in 
June. Official guests included Hon Leslie Williams MP – Member for Port Macquarie and Deputy 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly; and Kellie O’Sullivan, Adam Power and Bob Higham from 
Newcastle Permanent Building Society. 
 
This year we received an outstanding number of nominations, it was wonderful to see clubs 
recognising our many deserving volunteers. Quite a few high commendations were awarded on 
the night along with the winners. Thank you to my co-host Tony Worton Director of Life Saving 
from CHSLSC and SLSMNC JLOTY and Cadets for their assistance and congratulations to all 
our members who received awards.  

 

Joanne Hawkins  

        SLSMNC Members at 2017/18 Awards of Excellence 



The Surf Sports Awards for the season were also presented on the night.  A full list of all 
recipients of the awards can be found further in the report. 
 
The outstanding winners from the Mid North Coast Branch Awards of Excellence have been 
nominated for the NSW Awards of Excellence which will be held at Dockside Darling Harbour on 
the 31 August. We have a huge number of members and supporters attending this year and I look 
forward to the evening. Good luck to everyone!! 
 
This coming season will be Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch 90th Anniversary and we 
look forward to celebrating this milestone with past and present members. 
 
Our longstanding sponsors Newcastle Permanent Building Society have been generous over a 
number of years and have prominent links to our Branch. Undeniably they have had a major 
impact on the succession and sustainability of Surf Life Saving on the Mid North Coast. 
 
Special thanks also to our Branch supporters for their continued support; Safe’n’Sound Self 
Storage, Ken Little Fruit and Veg, Lighthouse Beach Quality Meats and Bakers Delight Port 
Central. 

        
 
We must also thank, acknowledge and support our State and National sponsors and supporters. 
DHL has provided significant uniform sponsorship, enabling uniforms to be provided free of 
charge to patrolling lifesavers. 
Westpac has provided substantial sponsorship towards the Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter 
Service, the oldest civilian search and rescue service in Australia. 
Clubs have also received discounted ATVs/RWCs through the BRP Grant Program and 
Envirobank Recycling provided support to the Country Championships. 

 

        
 

 
 
 
 

                  
               
To all the Executive and Clubs thank you for your support during the season. 
 
Joanne Hawkins 
SLS MNC Director of Administration 



 
Director of Finance Annual Report 2018/19 

 
 
I am pleased to present my first Director of Finance report for the Mid 
North Coast Branch, year ending 31st May 2019. 
 
At this point I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone both at 
Branch and Club level in providing support and helping me settle into this 
position seamlessly. 
 
This year from a finance perspective, we have updated our accounting 
system for compliancy, which has contributed towards the provision of 
timely & accurate information. 
 

I would like to acknowledge, the following organisations for their continued financial 
involvement, which has been integral to the continued success of the Mid North Coast Branch 
providing support to the eight clubs across all areas of lifesaving: 
 

• Newcastle Permanent 

• Surf Life Saving NSW 

The Branch is in a good financial position to continue supporting surf lifesaving at all levels 
through its Clubs.  
 
The key to success will be open ended communication at all levels, where information is 
seamlessly distributed and acted upon. Club involvement at Branch meetings is an integral part 
of that.  
 
I would like to thank and acknowledge the current Executive Committee for their support 
throughout this past year.  
 
Jenny Cooper 
SLSMNC Director of Finance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Jenny Cooper 



Director of Life Saving Annual Report 2018/19 
 

 
Another Surf Life Saving season has passed with our eight clubs 
continuing to service the communities from Scots Head to Diamond 
Head.   
 
Our organisation has gone through a massive change in the past 12 
months now being recognised as a Rescue Organisation under the 
State Rescue Board.   
With this comes some new and exciting changes, namely access to 
more funding and equipment hopefully making our job easier in the 
long run.  We have been given more funding to support operations 
including RWC’s and a vehicle roll out through sponsorship with 
Holden.  This will hopefully be with us in the near future and with this 

our image will be greatly enhanced especially at call outs and major incidents.  With this change 
comes more responsibility and accountability. 
 
Congratulations to Camden Haven SLSC being named the Mid North Coast Branch Club of the 
year.  Well done. 
 
The Mid North Coast Support Operations Group continued its good work with a number of 
callouts being attended to during the year.  Unfortunately, there were some drownings again 
this year, but the club and branch call out teams still did an excellent job in responding to these 
incidents.  This hard work culminated in the Mid North Coast Support Operations Group being 
named the Team of the Year.  Well done to all those that assisted. 
 
All incidents were attended by the duty officers within our branch. This dedicated group of 
people have been on board since its inception.  They all continue to astound me with their 
professionalism.  A huge thank you to Kim Rayner, Mitch Dawson Rod McDonagh, David 
Brunsdon and Tony Silvia.    
 

 
 

 
Congratulations to Dave Moore from Tacking Point SLSC for being named the 2018/2019 
Branch Life Saver of the Year.  Dave has come into Surf Life Saving like a steam train, 
undertaking training of junior members, undertaking training himself to better his patrol strengths 
in awards, gear steward at his club and genuinely nice guy all round.  Good luck at the NSW 
Awards of Excellence night in Sydney.   
 
Some changes in the way we patrol are likely as the result of the coronial inquest held recently.  
There will now be a patrol captain’s proficiency.  Also, we will look at patrolling methods and 
ways to increase productivity with our members and making it a more enjoyable experience for 
them. 
 

Paul Rayner 



 
 
Our eight surf lifesaving clubs patrolled 25,892 hours this season and performed 3366 
preventative actions together with 77 Rescues.   These stats reflect a decline on last years 
figures which is pleasing as it reflects that our patrols are being more proactive and less 
reactive. 
 
Our top patrolling member for the Branch again and for a number of consecutive years now was 
Paul Rudduck from Hat Head SLSC with 280 hours.   
 
To Mitch Dawson my Deputy Director, and to the eight club captains, well done.  I thank you for 
your assistance throughout the season. To all lifesavers whether actively involved or working in 
the background, thank you all.  
 
Finally, to all members that patrolled our beaches this year I thank you all.  Without you doing 
the hard yards our beaches would not be the safe haven that swimmers enjoy and expect. 
 
I hope to see you all back on the beach for the 2019/2020 season. 
 
 
 
Paul Rayner 
SLSMNC Director of Lifesaving 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Director of Surf Sports Annual Report 2018/19 

 
 
Weather conditions played a major role in the running of the MNC Branch 

carnivals during the 2018/2019 season.  

The first Branch Age Carnival was hosted by Camden Haven SLSC on the 

28th October 2018. Due to rough sea conditions in the lead up, combined 

with the carnival scheduled a week earlier than usual, resulted in many 

clubs unable to complete ocean proficiencies. Only 149 competitors 

attended which was the lowest I’ve seen for many years. Unfavourable tides 

times and lack of available beach meant only water events were 

programmed for ages U9 through to U17. The inclusion of the U15 & U17 

age categories was well received by all.  

With only a two-week turnaround the second Branch Age Carnival was hosted by South West 

Rocks SLSC on the 11th November 2018 with a total of 244 competitors attending. Perfect ocean 

conditions and plenty of sand enabled both water and beach events to proceed.  Due to low official 

numbers, placings and points were unable to be given for events. This carnival also highlighted 

some deficiencies in the way club’s process and check their carnival entries with several 

competitors not entered into the Carnival Entry System and therefore unable to compete.  

Continuing from last season the MNC Branch Championships U8 – Masters was programmed to 

run over a two-day format on the weekend of the 12th & 13th January 2019 with a total of 287 

competitors. This was the first time the championships have been held during the school holiday 

period. Water events were scheduled for the Saturday and beach events on the Sunday. The host 

Club for the Championships was Port Macquarie SLSC but unfavourable water conditions (red 

seaweed) saw the events moved to Tacking Point SLSC. Great collaboration between the two 

clubs resulted in a smooth transition. Special mention to Sandra Slattery TPSLSC JAC and Danny 

Suitor PMSLSC JAC for their team effort in making the carnival a success. Assessment of the 

water conditions on the Friday afternoon resulted in the Carnival Competition Committee 

postponing the Age water events. The Age water events were rescheduled to a later date, but 

cyclonic weather conditions forced its cancellation. 

Next seasons carnival programmed dates will return to past years and scheduled for the 1st 

Sunday in November and December and Branch Championships after Country Championships 

in February 2020 

Officials training moved under the umbrella of the National Officiating Accreditation Scheme 

(NOAS) and courses available online. Two JAC’s were proactive in recruiting new officials which 

resulted in eight obtaining accreditations this season. Port Macquarie SLSC – Leanne Hatherly 

(Technical), Lance Harris (Technical), John Spokes (Core), Adam Matthews (Core) and Tacking 

Point SLSC – Clarissa Morris (Core), Denise Moore (Core), Jennifer McCullough (Core) and Tom 

Laundry (Core). To continue to bolster official numbers next season, clubs have agreed to an 

official’s pro-rata system whereby Clubs provide accredited officials based on the number of 

competitors entered into the Carnival Entry System.  

Blackhead Beach in the Lower North Coast Branch hosted the 2018 Interbranch carnival on the 

8th & 9th December 2018. The MNC team performed well coming in at 8th place with a total of 545 

      Wendy Evans  



points. Thanks to the MNC Branch Head Coach- Richard Broomby, Team Manager/Level 1 

Coach – Melinda Cockshutt, Beach Coach -Andrew Sinclair, Chaperones, Water Safety and  

Officials. The team consisted of 11 athletes from Port Macquarie SLSC, 11 from Tacking Point 

SLSC, 4 from Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC, 3 from Hat Head SLSC, 1 from Kempsey Crescent 

Head SLSC and 3 draftees. The 2019 Interbranch Championships heads down the South Coast 

to Bulli SLSC. 

The NSW Environbank Country Championships were held at Cudgen Headland SLSC on the 2nd 

& 3rd February 2019. The weekend saw competitors racing under some tough ocean conditions 

but still managed to come away with outstanding podium results. Port Macquarie SLSC finished 

in 6th place on 287 points, Tacking Point SLSC 7th place 245 points, Hat Head SLSC 16th place 

61 points, Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC 21st 39 points, South West Rocks SLSC 28th 15 points, 

Kempsey Crescent Head SLSC 29th 9 points and Macksville Scotts Head SLSC 30th 6 points. 

The NSW Age Championship was held on the 1st-3rd March 2019 at Blacksmiths Beach 

Swansea Belmont SLSC. Congratulations to Tyse Thrower from Tacking Point SLSC who won a 

gold medal in the U12 Male Board Race. Several other top six performances were Tacking Point 

SLSC’s Tahj Thrower -4th Ironman, Port Macquarie SLSC’s Flynn Daly -4th U9 Beach Sprints and 

Fleur Sherlock – 4th U14 Beach Sprints. Many others were finalists but missing out on placing 

points.  

The NSW Masters Championship was held midweek on the 6th & 7th March and saw a strong 

female presence on the podium. Wauchope Bonny Hills placed 31st with 28 points – Elaine Walker 

– 2nd in the 45-49 Female Single Ski and Deb Bartlett 1st place in the 40-44 Female Rescue Tube 

Race. Port Macquarie SLSC 32nd with 24 points - Paula Stone 2nd place in the 40-44 Female Surf 

Race, 3rd place in the 40-44 Ironwoman. Tacking Point 33rd with 23 points – Raylene Myers 45-

49 1st place Female Rescue Tube Race, 1st Ironwoman, 1st 2km Beach Run and 2nd place Female 

Surf Race. Kempsey Crescent Head SLSC 240yrs min male surf boat crew secured 2nd place. 

The Australian Surf Life Saving Championships was held on the Gold Coast in April 2019. 

Raylene Myers from Tacking Point SLSC once again showed off her competitive strengths, 

topping off an amazing season, securing two bronze medals for the 45-49 Female Surf Race and 

Female Ocean Swim. Elaine Walker from Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC won a bronze medal in 

the 45-49 Female Ski. Peter Hennessey from Tacking Point SLSC won a silver medal in the 70 

years and over Male Ironman. 

The Kempsey-Crescent Head SLSC Masters 180yrs surf 

boat crews season ended with a tally of 3 gold medals for 

the season. They were undefeated in any round of the North 

Coast Surf Boat Series, 1st place at the Australian Surf 

Rowers League (ASRL), NSW State Masters 

Championships & the Australian Masters Surf Boat Titles.  

Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC U19 female surfboat rowing team have achieved some great 

sporting achievements during the season. They achieved 6th place at the ILS World 

Championships, placed 1st overall in the U19 & U23 female combined North Coast/Hunter/Central 

Coast series and finished equal first in the U19 female division at the NSW Interbranch Boat 

Competition. 

KCH Masters 180yrs surf boat 
crew 



Over the years the Mid North Coast Branch has seen some talented athletes and one of the 

standout performances this season was Tacking Point SLSC’s Finn Askew. Finn’s 2018/2019 

achievements were; 2018 Interbranch – U17 Surf race -1st place, 2019 NSW Country 

Championships – a tally of 11 medals, five gold, four silver and two bronze. He placed 1st in the 

following events- Open male Surf race, open Ironman, U17 male Swim, U17 Surf Ski race, U17  

Board race. Finn was selected in 2019 NSW Country Interstate 

Team Youth Division (U19) and 2019 NSW Country Trans-

Tasman team. To further his competitive pathway, Finn has 

moved his competition rights to Newport SLSC which enables 

him to participate in more team events and improve and refine 

his athletic performance. This paid off with Finn securing a 

bronze medal in the U17 Ironman and 4th in the Swim and Board 

at the NSW Open Championships and a gold medal at Aussies 

in the U17 Ski Relay. We wish Finn all the best for the future and look forward to following his 

sporting prowess over the coming years. 

Mel Cockshutt and her team commenced Pool Rescue training in April 2019. To support the 

growth of pool rescue competition, SLSNSW conducted a Pool Rescue Development Clinic in 

Port which provided athletes with the opportunity to be coached by Susan McCaughtrie, SLS 

NSW Head Coach. The clinic was tailored towards developing and beginner competitors and 

aimed to improve athletes’ fundamental skills.  

It takes a team to effectively run carnivals so thanks to 

the host clubs, carnival committees, competitors, 

officials, water safety and work parties.  

I would like to single out a few people that make my job 

easier so a big thankyou to Leanne Hatherley for her role 

as Carnival Management System Administrator, Rob 

McCue and Anni Yaringa for SEMC, Grant Bailey and 

Tim Atherton for their help with the Branch equipment 

and officiating. Tim also took on the role on Deputy 

Carnival Referee this season and his help and support was much appreciated. We have over the 

years had a small group of very dedicated officials, Nev and Noni Collins, Sandra Slattery, Heath 

Askew and our resident announcer Leanne Goggin and more recently Gayl Ellis and Nicole 

Browne.  

We have worked together for many seasons and they all fill vital officiating roles and great 

comradery. Thanks also to Jo Hawkins for distributing information to Clubs and for her work in 

preparing the Branch Awards of Excellence. 

Wendy Evans 

SLS MNC Director of Surf Sports 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       Finn Askew 



Director of Member Services Annual Report 2018/19. 
 

Thank you to all that have assisted the Member Services Team in 
the past season to deliver in so many areas of this forever growing 
portfolio. 
 
To commemorate the start of the patrolling season Hat Head SLSC 
were hosts to the Raising of the Flags ceremony. On hand were the 
honourable Melinda Pavey MP, Bob Higham Newcastle Permanent 
Lending Manager, Rod McDonagh SLSMNC Branch President, 
Ken Parish HHSLSC President, MNC Branch Executive members 
and flag bearers from the 8 SLSC’s of the Branch. 
 
Age Manager courses were held at the start of the season to ensure 
Clubs complied with SLSNSW ratios and attending Camden Haven 
SLSC pre-season camp enabled me to make assessments on 10 
Age Manager candidates for that Club alone. South West Rocks 

SLSC benefited from the face to face course delivery with many new faces taking on the Age 
Manager roles. 
 
A breakfast was held for RUOK? Day, organised by Tony O’Mara from SLSNSW a presentation 
was delivered and an opportunity for all attendees to take time out and understand the importance 
of asking those around us whether they are okay. Mental Health affects our organisation and 
members, bringing awareness will only benefit us in the future. 
 
During the season we were once again subjected to emotional and traumatic events, our 
members were at the forefront of searches for missing persons and we had the loss of our own 
Director of Surf Sports Ray McDonagh this season. For those members who sought advise 
through me they were given information or referred to specialist organisations within the 
community. Privacy and confidentiality remains of the highest importance, and for the upcoming 
season we will be highlighting the need for each Club to know where to get help and available 
resources. 
Further to this ensuring all Clubs have a MPIO and making available to all members relevant 
information on the SLSNSW Safeguarding Children and Young People’s Program will be the aim 
for 2019/20. 
  

 
SLSMNC Raising of the Flags Ceremony 2018 

Thank you to those who attended the Child Safe Sport Workshop held by NSW Office of Sport 
during the season. This proved to be an informative and interactive day that highlighted why we 
should be doing our best to look after our youngest members, the future of our organisation. 

Gary Hawkins 



Our future leaders were recognised with the Newcastle Permanent Junior Lifesavers of the Year 
awards. Finalists were Georgia Gaddes SWRSLSC, Toby Suitor and Laura Reynold PMSLSC, 
Tahj Thrower and Auraiha Hewens TPSLSC, Reeve Anderson WBHSLSC, William Hosick and 
Erin Gunton CHSLSC. Presented at the Newcastle Permanent SLSMNC Junior Branch 
Championships were our Female JLOTY Georgia Gaddes and Male Tahj Thrower. Thank you to 
Leanne Goggin and Steph Clark for assisting me on the selection panel and those from the Clubs 
who participated in JLOTY. Georgia and Tahj represented the MNC Branch and travelled to 
Sydney to attend the 3 day SLSNSW JLOTY Camp. Although they were not successful in being 
named NSW JLOTYs they made many new friends through networking with other U/14’s and 
shared ideas with other likeminded Lifesavers.  

 
 
Run concurrently with the JLOTY program the Youth Opportunity Makers Program was attended 
by Jorja Miller from CHSLSC. With new facilitators and a new program, the YOM program was a 
benefit to those who attended. Members from our Branch attended other programs around 
Australia. Corey McNiff attended the 2018 University of Queensland Excellence Program and Kim 
Rayner attended the SLSA National Leaders Masterclass. 
 
Surf Lifesaving was recognised within our community at several events. Our Branch major 
sponsor Newcastle Permanent held the Cinema under the Stars in Port Macquarie and Camden 
Haven SLSC attended to the BBQ on the night. Michelle Garvan and Emily Davidson assisted 
me with first aid duties at the Port Macquarie Countdown to Christmas. We are a growing part of 
our community and it is great to be offered opportunities to promote and assist at events beyond 
our Patrol flags. 
 
Our annual Newcastle Permanent SLSMNC Awards of Excellence were held at Camden Haven 
SLSC to end the season on a high. The largest number of finalists in many years were put forward 
by their clubs and at last count we will be represented by 38 members at the SLSNSW Awards of 
Excellence in August. Good luck to all finalists.  
 
For the sixth year our youth attended the Newcastle Permanent Youth Development Program to 
Dee Why SLSC. Combining with members from Lower North Coast the participants were given 
an experience in Sydney which continues to grow strong relationships with Sydney Clubs and 
their members. A separate report is attached, but a huge thanks goes out to the many assistants 
that get this program to fruition and make it possible. 
 
I thank the MNC Branch Executive for their support throughout the season and recognise the 
administration support from my wife Joanne, MNC Director of Administration in particular.  
Thank you to the MNC Clubs and their members for once again allowing me to be a part of another 
successful season. 
 
Yours in Surf Lifesaving, 
 
Gary Hawkins 
SLSMNC Director of Member Services 



Development Program Report 2018/19 
 
For the sixth consecutive year we embarked on a three day visit to Sydney Northern Beaches and 

surrounds, showcasing opportunities to our Youth which for most rarely hear of let alone be able to visit. 

This was by far our biggest group taken away, testament to the great work by our chaperones, coach 

driver, co-ordinators and facilitators at venues visited, and most importantly the conduct of the Youth during 

the program. 

After months of planning we departed Port Macquarie on a Friday morning with our first stop being Nabiac 

where we picked up a group from Lower North Coast Branch, chaperoned by LNC Director of Member 

Services Lorraine Morgan and LNC Director of Life Saving Nath De. Next stop was SLSNSW headquarters 

in Belrose. In small groups we were given the opportunity to visit an active Surfcom, whilst also engaging 

with Managers and Directors of the different portfolios from SLSNSW. Once again, the Lifesaving 

discussion on drones was a hit with some very interested faces. Pizzas were on the menu for lunch and 

then after a group photo we were on our way. 

The purpose of the Program is to show where Surf Lifesaving can take our members, with the skills and 

awards we gain give us all opportunities within either in volunteering duties or paid employment. Next stop 

did just that as we arrived at the CareFlight Rapid Response Helicopter base at Northmead. 

Within minutes of our arrival we were directed into a nearby 

hangar to watch the crew prepare to head off on a tasking, 

well timed and orchestrated. John Ebbott, Care Flight’s 

Community Engagement Coordinator talked through the roles 

and responsibilities of each crew member, and within 3 

minutes 40 the helicopter was off the ground. John went onto 

showing the gear and equipment on hand, the interactive 

training simulators and interesting things like a real bag of 

blood and plasma. Gary explained how he got involved in 

Care Flight, now employed as a Patient Transport Officer, and 

how the skills he has gained through Surf Lifesaving enables to him to perform his duties. 

 

Arriving shortly after at Dee Why SLSC, our base for the weekend, we settled down and enjoyed dinner 

prepared by our Chaperones and Program head cook Denise. We were introduced to Dee Why SLSC 

President Hugh Long and he spoke of the history of the visit and the opportunities to be had over the 

weekend. My partner in organisation and logistics at Dee Why SLSC Rowena was on hand to welcome 

our participants and after 6 visits knows the routine and makes liaising with SNB Clubs a breeze.  Supper 

at the Chillati Ice Creamery followed and then a night walk over to the Dee Why Ocean Bathes before 

settling down for a good night’s sleep. 

 

As the sun rose on the Saturday, fresh fruit, cereal, bacon and eggs, juice and coffee greeted the 

participants. Dressed in our patrol uniforms, and after washing up, we boarded the coach heading for 

SR30 at Malabar. Here they were shown over the boat and an interactive presentation on the activities 

and training of crew members, awards necessary to become a crew member and incidents they attend to. 

Thanks to Matt, Karl and the team for offering their time to our visit. 

We then headed North to the next beach and met the 

Randwick City Lifeguards at Maroubra Beach. 

Lifeguarding was the topic and the prerequisites 

required were discussed along with an explanation of 

a day in the life of a Lifeguard within Randwick City 

Council area. The view from the buildings tower was 

the place to be as we watched down over the 

beachgoers and the surf. 

Back aboard the Coach and lunch time at the Surf 

Club before the afternoon activities. We were met by SLSNSW President David Murray, who performed a 



presentation to the chaperones and welcomed the youth to the Sydney Northern Beaches. It is such a 

privilege to be visited by our leaders and be recognised for what we do for our members.  

We were divided into patrol groups and set off to patrol Narrabeen, South Narrabeen, Dee Why, North 

Steyne and Manly beaches. Our numbers bolstered the patrols on what was a busy day, participating in a 

range of activities within their patrol groups. At South Narrabeen the annual Bush to Beach from Brewarrina 

was underway with indigenous youth visiting the beach for the first time. Learning about beach safety, 

culture and forming lifelong friendships were the main focus, whilst performing water safety for the visitors 

from out west was appreciated. At other beaches roving patrols in ATV’s, performing preventative actions, 

understanding the history of the Surf Clubs, driving and crewing in IRB’s and operating radios.  

The beaches are a mix of many differing nationalities, cultures, 

languages and totally unlike what we are used to at home. For 

our chaperones and youth to experience all of this sure opens 

their eyes to how patrolling Sydney beaches is far different from 

our country beaches. 

Returning back to the Dee Why SLSC we were met by hot 

showers at first, followed by cold showers when the hot water ran 

out. 2 minute showers next trip! We then participated in 

discussions regarding each patrol and everyone had the 

opportunity to contribute on the activities undertaken. We learnt 

at one beach someone “stopped breathing”, at another “a kid got 

lost” and at another “someone’s garbage is another person’s mascot”. 

Waking Sunday morning, breakfast, wash up, pack up, sweep up, then we departed for Wet n Wild Nipper 

program at Prospect. Chaperones become Age Managers, youth become water safety and for an hour 

and a half all eyes were on nippers that for most have never touch foot upon a beach. Interacting with kids 

of all abilities and disabilities our group was awesome. This is the part of the weekend where it shows the 

understanding and skills of all the participants on this program. After packing all the nipper gear away, we 

were rewarded with some free time in the water park then a picnic lunch out at the coach before setting 

off for home. 

 

Once again, another program has been delivered, made possible by the awesome volunteers from within 

our Branches who work tirelessly behind the scenes before, during and after. The assistance by SLSNSW 

and Clubs and Members from Sydney Northern Beaches Branch and Sydney Branch, our ever growing 

network of venues, facilities and services. Our sponsors who donate goods and services, with special 

mention to Newcastle Permanent, Bakers Delight Port Central, Lighthouse Meats, Ken Littles Fruit and 

Veg, and Ron our coach driver from Port Bus. To Sandra and Denise and their crew who assist with 

menus, diets, shopping, preparing morning tea and afternoon tea packs. To Joanne MNC Director of 

Administration who gets the paperwork sorted for me and the MNC Branch, Clubs and members who 

support the program I say thank you.  

Until next season,  

Gary Hawkins 

SLSMNC Director of Member Services 

  



Director of Education Annual Report 2018-19 
 
This season will probably be remembered as one of the most challenging for 
the education portfolio. The most significant cause is the change to the 
national legislation governing delivery and assessment of nationally 
recognised qualifications. All Trainers, Assessors and Facilitators (TAFs) have 
been affected by the need for them to undertake extra units of competence to 
remain accredited. 
I have to acknowledge the work done by SLS NSW to support the Branch in 
helping our TAFs upgrade their qualifications. However, the task is not yet 
complete. We still have assessors who need to complete TAEASS502 and 
facilitators who also need to complete TAELLN401.  
 
The good news is that strategies are in place to accomplish this with support 
workshops to be schedules in the next few months. Our calendar also includes a two-day Training Officer 
course and a three-day TAEASS502 workshop being offered before the 2019-20 season begins.  
 
The new season will bring its own set of challenges. There will be trials of a new format of Surf Rescue 
Certificate and Bronze Medallion; new online education applications are being developed and trialled; and 
the Silver Medallions are being reviewed. By the time the 2020-21 season begins, those processes will be 
complete, and we’ll know what the approved changes are.  
 
Service awards were made to 170 other members recognising 5 years to 40 years of assessing, training, 
coaching, patrol and/or long service. 
Special congratulations to the following members for their incredible 50 year achievements, and to Maurie 
Fuller for 60 years of National Patrol Service; 
50 Year Long Service Award; Ross Allan, Maurie Fuller, Phillip Burton, Kenneth Wilson. 
50 Year National Patrol Service Award; Ross Allan, Maurie Fuller, Hugh Mackay, Kenneth Wilson.  
60 Year National Patrol Service Award; Maurie Fuller 
 
Congratulations to all members who successfully completed the following awards during the season; 

8  x Advanced resuscitation 1  x Bronze Medallion Assessor 

102  x Bronze Medallion / Certificate II in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue) 

27  x First Aid Certificate 51 x IRB Crew certificate 

4  x Junior Activity Age Manager 14  x Radio Operator Certificate 

20  x Silver Medallion Beach Management 11  x Silver Medallion IRB Driver 

7  x Spinal Management Certificate 51  x Surf Rescue Certificate 

 
Please acknowledge our assessors who were active this season.…Amanda Higgerson, Anni Yaringa, 
Chris Stewart, Ian Everingham, Ken Wilson, Kim Rayner, Michelle Garvan, Neil Langstaff, Paul Rayner, 
Peter Daniels, Richard Broomby, Robert Smith, Simon Ross, Sue Croad, Tony Hallinan and Tony Wright. 
 
And also our trainers..…Amanda Higgerson, Anni Yaringa, Brienna Elford, Chris Stewart, Hugh Mackay, 
Ian Everingham, Jennifer Silvia, Jessica Rayner, Kim Rayner, Michelle Garvan, Mitch Dawson, Paul 
Hoole, Paul Rayner, Phil Hua, Rebecca Mitchell, Robert McCue, Sandra Slattery, Sarah Rayner, Simon 
Ross, Sue Croad, Tony Hallinan, Tony Silvia and Tony Wright. 
 
Without these members volunteering their time and expertise as TAFs, new and existing members would 
not be able to learn new skills and further develop existing ones.  
 
Thanks also must be given to the Chief Training Officers (CTOs) who coordinate and guide the courses 
being run in their own Clubs. Their cooperation with each other across Clubs has helped share the load 
and also share knowledge among both the trainers and candidates.  
 
Finally, I offer my thanks to the Mid North Coast Executive who have supported me in this, my first season 
in the role of Director of Education. You have been very helpful in helping me negotiate the challenges 
and I look forward to the 2019-20 season. 
 
Anni Yaringa  
SLSMNC Director of Education 

Anni Yaringa 



 

Registrar’s Report 2018/2019 
 

Thank you to all the club Registrars and Administrative staff for processing 

almost 7000 awards and proficiencies throughout the year, a great 

achievement for a small group of volunteers. A large thank you to the Branch 

Committee who have given guidance and support where and when needed 

and it has been a pleasure working with you.  

The past season has been quite busy as awards and proficiencies have seen 

an increase over last year by approximately 200.  All club Training Officers 

and Assessors have been kept busy with three thousand eight hundred and 

twenty nine (3829) senior awards, senior proficiencies, JAC awards and 

proficiencies being carried out. There were approximately 80 new Bronze 

medallion awards in the last twelve months. Interestingly there were over 

100 online awards carried out through the year. With Surf Life Saving looking at increasing 

online learning I expect this figure to increase again significantly in the new season. 

There has been a pleasing number of senior awards completed such as IRB Crew person 

award (51), Silver Medallion IRB Drivers awards (13) and an ever increasing amount of UAV 

pilot awards (9).  

Junior Surf education awards have seen a trend in decreasing numbers with a little over 740 

awards handed out throughout the year. Having said this there were an increased amount of 

proficiencies for the Nipper surf education preliminary competition and competition proficiencies 

completed.  

Junior surf education awards are now delivered to each club electronically if the club elects to 

which reduced the number of certificates that I handled throughout the year. There has been a 

few teething problems with awards due to changes at State office and suppliers however they 

seemed to be getting sorted towards the end of the year. 

I have a number of awards that were received after the end of April which I will be handing out 

at the Branch Annual General Meeting in August. 

Branch run proficiency days were again held during the first couple of months of the season. 

Practically all club members completed proficiencies for all of their awards at these days. There 

were two thousand nine hundred and forty one (2941) proficiencies completed throughout the 

year with the use of delegates as well as assessors seeming to make the process easier for all.  

All clubs should note that Delegates are required to be nominated and minuted in club minutes 

and forwarded to Branch for information.  

There were some issues with bulk processing of proficiencies throughout the year which lead to 

some members competition status being held up however the issue was rectified eventually.  

During the season two hundred and fifty six (256) transfers were completed by Branch clubs 

during the season, this is an increase of fifty five (55) for the season. 

Robert McCue 

Registrar Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast 

Rob McCue 



 

 

 

 
 
 

SLS Mid North Coast ACTIONS SUMMARY 

CLUB PREVENTIONS RESCUES FIRST AID 

Macksville Scotts Head 122 12 30 

South West Rocks 103 3 2 

Hat Head 251 11 17 

Kempsey Crescent Head 549 14 42 

Port Macquarie 1260 8 27 

Tacking Point 402 20 14 

Wauchope Bonny Hills 290 6 5 

Camden Haven 389 3 3 

 



 
 
                 

                                     
 
 
 

Special Presentation 
 

 
Thank you to NPBS for the 
ongoing sponsorship with 

Junior and Youth Development 
and 

Supporters 
Ken Little Fruit and Veg 

Lighthouse Beach Quality Meats 
Bakers Delight Port Central 

 
 
 

 
 

 

SLSMNC JLOTY – Georgia Gaddes & Tahj Thrower 

 

 

Adam Power, Gary Hawkins, Kellie O’Sullivan, Bob Higham 
& Rod McDonagh. 



 
 

 
 

 
Junior Age Champions 

2018/19 Season 
 

Age Group 
 

Male Female 

U/8  
 

Ben Oakeshott  
PM 

Charli Robinson  
WBH 

U/9 Peter Field 
PM 

Clancy Safiya HH 
Tilly Sinclair PM 

U/10 Angus Oakeshott  
PM 

Mabel Mace  
TP 

U/11 Max Mosely  
PM 

Grace Smith  
WBH 

U/12 Tallis Hawes  
HH 

Kiara Newman 
WBH 

/13 Ethan Rowe  
TP 

Zoe Crilley  
HH 

U/14 Jackson O’Rourke  
PM 

Cassidy Pieren  
PM 



 

 

  
 

                            

 
 
    SLSMNC SENIOR BRANCH CHAMPIONS & SURF SPORTS AWARDS 2018/19 

 
Age Group 

 
Male Female 

U/15 
 

James Moore 
TP 

Sophie Oakeshott 
PM 

U/17 
 

Tom Osborne 
TP 

Savana Sumsky 
TP 

U/19 
 

Zac Alchin 
WBH 

- 

30-39 
 

Sean Lawler 
HH 

Clarissa Morris 
TP 

40-49 
 

Duncan Kirkland 
PM 

Deb Bartlett 
WBH 

50-59 
 

Rex O’Rourke 
PM 

Amanda Higgerson 
PM 

60-69 
 

John Vaughan 
WBH 

- 

OPENS 
 

Luke Morris TP 
Josh Lawrence TP 

Savana Sumsky 
TP 

 
 
 

     
 



 
 
 

                                 

 
 



Rookie of the Year 
 

 
 
• Gained their Bronze Medallion in November 2018 and 
since then has been an enthusiastic patrolling member. 
 
• During this season has completed 65 patrolling hours.  
 
• Has also completed the following awards: IRBC, Silver 
Medallion-Beach Management and Spinal Management, 
and training to complete the Silver Medallion IRBD for 
completion next season.  
 
 
 
 
                    

 
Masters Athlete of the Year 

 
• World Championships 2018 Adelaide - BRONZE - 
Female Ski Relay 130+  
 

• Aussies 2019 Broad Beach - BRONZE Female 
Single ski 45-49, BRONZE Female Double ski 45-
49 
 

• NSW Championships 2019 – Swansea Belmont - 
SILVER Female Single ski 45-49, SILVER Female 
Double Ski 45-49, BRONZE 40-44 Female Board 
Rescue, BRONZE 45-49 Female Board Rescue. 

 
 

             
 

 
 

 

Official of the Year 
 
• Elected to Referee the inaugural Australian Short Course 
Championships Broadbeach 3 April, 2019. 
 
• Elected as the first ever Event Co-Ordinator for Australian 
Open Surfboat Championships Broadbeach 2019. 
 
• Referee of the Australian Masters Surfboat Championships 
Broadbeach, 1-2 April, 2019.  

 
 

 
              Mick Lang TP 
 

Josh McLaren SWR 

Elaine Walker WBH 



 
 

Training Officer of the Year 
 
• Provided beneficial and innovative input into all matters 
pertaining to training and assessing and is able to spread their 
talents across all aspects of education within the SLS 
movement. 
 
• Their involvement in SLS Education extends to all facets – 
training of candidates, assessing of candidates, mentoring 
probationary trainers and assessing and educating current 
active members through their annual skills maintenance. 
 
 

                  
 
 

Community Education Program of the Year 
 

• With dwindling club numbers due to natural attrition 
factors and the burden of patrol handled by a willing 
few, a scholarship targeting CSU Paramedic students 
was developed. 
 
• Training the students in a bronze medallion along 
with sponsorship for $50, when proficient the student 
would return 30 patrolling hours to the club. 
 
• The students are also able to use this time as 
accredited community engagement for their 
paramedicine degree. 
         

 
 

 
 

Administrator of the Year 
 

• Successful Grant applications with the support of SLS 
Foundation Grant Seeking Unit 
 
• Finalisation of access to surf club after renovations 
 
• Implementing new Honour Boards 
 
• Drafting of Agreements for commercial hall hirers  

 
 
 
 
 
 

*High Commendation was awarded to Vicki Thomas SWR 

Craig Schweikert KCH 
 

CHSLSC Michelle Garvan & Tony Miller - CSU 
Paramedicine Students Bronze Medallion program  

 

Lynne Smith TP 



 

                                 Initiative of the Year 

 
• Two practical rescue scenarios including CHSLSC, NSW 
Ambulance, NSWFB and SES were instigated. 
 

• Designed to develop and improve skills whilst introducing 
and improving interagency cooperation. 
 

• Research from these exercises has been analysed with a 
recent publication in the Journal of Paramedic Practice. 
 

      
 

 
                                                              
 

Services Team of the Year 
 

• Continued excellence when dealing with Critical 
Incidents with the Mid North Coast Branch on a 
24/7/365 basis. 

• Prompt and active assistance to all incidents within the 
Mid North Coast Branch. 

• Attendance at multiple Critical Incident Call-outs within 
the Branch over an extended period of time. 

 
 
 
 
 
            
         
      

                          Surf Sports Team of the Year 
 

•  Undefeated in any round of the North 
Coast Surf Boat Premiership.  
 
• They went on to win;  
Gold at the ASRL Open in Elouera; 
Gold at NSW State Masters Championship; 
Gold at the Australian Masters Surf Boat 
Titles at Broadbeach. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*High Commendation was awarded to ‘The Boatettes” WBH Female Boat Crew 

Tony Worton, Tony Miller & Phil 

Kim Rayner, Paul Rayner & Rod 
McDonagh 

“Tips” 180 years Boat Crew KCH 



 

Young Volunteer of the Year 
 
• An active patrolling member and who has been heavily 
involved in events including Water Safety, Sunday morning 
Nippers Activities, MNC Junior Branch Carnival, Triathlon 
and Ocean Swim.  
• Works well with all types of people and the epitome of a 
youth volunteer which is shown through their involvement 
at their club. 
• Awarded the female JLOTY for the MNC Branch for 
2018/19 season and Club Cadet of the Year. 
 
               
 
 
 
              

                   Volunteer of the Year 
 
• Patrolling Member -Patrol Vice Captain -Completed 47.5 patrol 
hours. 
• Water safety on nipper days, at Carnivals. 
• Trainer SRC/Bronze, Junior Surf Education 
• Chairman of Junior Activities - attends JAC Sub Committee 
meetings and Club Board of Management  Meetings 
• Branch Delegate, attends Branch Meetings 
• Official at Branch and Country Championships. 
• Assistant to Director of Member Services and Chaperone for 
Branch programs  
• Water Safety for Port Macquarie Ironman  
 
 
 
 
 

*High Commendation was awarded to Nicole Browne HH 
 
 

                  Young Lifesaver of the Year 
 

• An active patrolling member and Patrol Captain who has been 
heavily involved in events including Water Safety, Sunday morning 
Nippers Activities, MNC Junior Branch Carnival, local Triathlon and 
Ocean Swim.  
 
• Is a club person through and through which is shown in their 
involvement at their club. 
 
• Is the IRB Captain for the club and has shown tremendous pride 
and work ethic when it comes to all things IRBs.  
 
 
 

*High Commendation was awarded to Jay Toogood CH 

Sandra Slattery TP 

Logan McEvoy SWR 

Georgia Gaddes SWR 



 
 

Lifesaver of the Year 
                                              
• Patrolling Member - Patrol Vice Captain - Completed 80 patrol hours 
– Obtained IRB Crew Certificate, SM IRB Drivers and SM Beach 
Management awards, currently completing Surf Sports Coach 
qualifications. 
 
• Involved in Search and Rescue - Water safety on nipper days, at 
Carnivals, for PM Ironman, for members in training for SRC and/or 
Bronze and chaperone for SLSMNC Branch Development. 
 
• Has enthusiasm for all things lifesaving, attending external events and 
lifting the profile of the lifesaving brand within the local community.  
 
 
 
 

*High Commendation was awarded to Ben Hosick CH 
 

 
 

Club of the Year 
 

• Camden Haven SLSC had 3 strong compliant patrols for the 2018/2019 season with100% 
patrol attendance by 11 of the 34 active patrolling members. 
 

• Patrolled a total of 2790 hrs, which is an average of 82 hrs per member.  
 

• Initiated the CSU Paramedicine Students Bronze Medallion program and further developed 
Patrol Members skills by conducting Scenario days with external organisations. 

 
• Appointed their first Female Life Member, Michelle Garvan. 

 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
    
     
 
 
 

CHSLSC Members 

Dave Moore TP 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               

       
 
 

               
 
 
 
 

Camden Haven SLSC               
you looked amazing! Leslie Williams MP and MCs Jo Hawkins 

& Tony Worton 

Ready for the Awards 

Danny Suitor PM                                  
JAC overall pointscore 

champions 

Jorga Miller CHSLSC 
Acknowledgement of Country 

Bill Balkin Shield presented by Tony 
Worton to KCH 

Tacking Point members                                                       
A.J. Hayes OAM Shield for Overall Point 

Score Champions JLOTY & YOM representatives 

Gary Hawkins, Georgia Gaddes & Kellie 
O’Sullivan from NPBS 

Rookie of the Year Josh McLaren with 
Jo Hawkins 



             
 

       

          
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           
         
 
                              

HIGH COMMENDATION AWARDS 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vicki Thomas & Ken Parish                 Steve Monaghan & Greg Bell            Rod McDonagh & Jay Toogood 

- Administration           - Surf Sports Team       - Young Lifesaver     

 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   
     Nicole Browne & Michelle Garvan - Volunteer        Leslie Williams & Ben Hosick - Lifesaver 

Elaine Walker & Tony Worton 
Craig Schweikert & Rod 

McDonagh 

Presentation to all clubs 

Sandra Slattery Volunteer of the Year 
presented by Michelle Garvan 

Dave Moore Lifesaver of the Year & Leslie 
Williams MP 

“Tips” KCH Boat Crew 



 
MACKSVILLE-SCOTTS HEAD SLSC REPORT 2018/19 SEASON 

The Club was fortunate to have reasonable conditions for the season with 12 recorded rescues 
for the year.  Major and minor marine stings comprised the majority of the first aid incidents with 
only one first aid incident requiring an ambulance.  In relation to the Club’s primary surf lifesaving 
role we are pleased to acknowledge the on-going support of DHL as the national major partner 
of surf lifesaving and also Westpac. 
 
Our Nippers program run by Juniors Coordinator Lara Jones featured two combined events with 
the Nambucca Heads SLSC.  This is proving to be a popular addition to the program.  About 
140 Nippers participated in the combined events, boosting competition for the 90 Nippers 
registered with our Club.  The combined event at Scotts Head was a late afternoon carnival 
followed by a Mexican night which was enjoyed by all.  The Club appreciates the donations 
made by the Nambucca Hotel and Lairds the Friendly Grocer in support of this program. 
 
Again, a large contingent of 14 Nippers competed in the Envirobank Recycling Country 
Championships held at Kingscliff.  Our best performing Junior for the season was Kalahni Gray 
who received a number of medals in the Branch Carnival. 
 
A core function for the Club is training.  Club Captain, Anji Walker supported by members provided 
training for 8 new bronze medallion holders, 7 surf rescue certificates, 5 in beach management, 
6 in spinal, 2 IRB drivers and 6 IRB crew.  Three (3) members completed their trainer’s course. 
 

 
Club Captain Anji Walker providing IRB instruction 

 
A major feature of the season was the Club hosting a combined surf boat carnival of the A W 
Edwards North Coast and the Streets Central Coast surf boat series on the weekend of 8 and 9 
December 2018. With good swell and weather the two day event was a great success. There 
were 73 crews and about 300 rowers and sweeps battling out 11 different divisions covering all 
age groups in male and female categories.  The Club volunteers were kept busy providing water 
safety, first aid and support to the officials throughout the carnival. 
 
Thank you to our voluntary bar workers and to Harry our cleaner and general Mr Fixit who keeps 
the property in great shape.  Thank you to Jim Brazel who does most of our ordering and stock 



control.   Thank you to Keith McKay for helping Jim and attending to our grounds.  We are 
fortunate in having the voluntary services of local musicians Rick, Dave, Ralph and Peter who 
perform at the Club every Sunday afternoon for our Sunday Sips. 
 

 
Club sweep and Life Member Keith (Mookai) McKay at A W Edwards/Streets carnival 

 
The Club proudly supports a number of local community events including the Rusty Iron Rally, 
Macksville Show, the Scotts Head Food and Wine Festival as well as our local Loggerheads Long 
Board Club.  This is in addition to running our annual carnival on the third weekend in November 
which remains a popular fixture. 
 
Thank you to the Mid North Coast Branch.  Thank you to our Committee, President Greg Bell, 
Club Captain and Training Officer Anji Walker, Vice President Jim Brazel, Treasurer Chris Bell, 
David Brunsdon, Juniors Coordinator Lara Jones, Publicity Officer Anna Walshe, Membership 
Officer Dianne Laverty, Life Member Butch Laverty, patrol captains and patrol members 
 
Also thank you to our sponsors, including for the Tony Hardge Memorial Award; our local State 
member, the Hon. Melinda Pavey who is a great supporter of surf life saving; and Nambucca 
Shire Council for their funding support.  There are also those people in the community who pitch 
in without fanfare to get jobs done.  A special thank is provided to Grant who fixed a persistent 
leak in the Club house roof.  Hitherto it could not be fixed by tradespersons and was costing the 
Club a lot of money in on-going repairs. 
 
But most importantly, we again reached the end of another season with no lives lost whilst on 
patrol. This is a great accomplishment given the amount of people that visit our community in 
holiday periods. Together we have been able to save lives, create great Australians and build 
better communities. 
 
Michael Coulter 
Secretary 
Macksville-Scotts Head SLSC 



It gives me great pride to present this report to the 

Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch on 

behalf of the Management Committee and 

members of the South West Rocks Surf Life 

Saving Club (SWRSLSC). The start of the 

2018/2019 season saw the Club at one of its 

lowest points in its 99-year history but we finished 

in high spirits due to the hard work and 

perseverance of the committee and its members. 

The 2018/2019 season was a very tumultuous 

time for the SWRSLSC which was caused by the actions of a small group of members 

attempting to discredit the Club and its Committee, over a non-lifesaving incident. This issue 

had a major impact on Club members in general, a personal effect on the Committee, and the 

South West Rocks community at large. The effects have been devastating, resulting in a major 

loss of functionality and disruption to the Club. The Club endured an ongoing vindictive 

campaign over an 18-month period and was portrayed in a poor light throughout the community. 

As a result, sponsorship was lost, patrol numbers were reduced dramatically, competitors were 

lost, and our Nipper participation and 

parent involvement were reduced 

compared to previous seasons. No 

allegations of any wrongdoing or illegal 

activity against any Club member was 

proven or warranted. It was difficult to 

entice new members as it was 

portrayed on various social media 

outlets that the members of the 

Committee were all corrupt and that 

there was no Nippers programme in the 

township. During this period all of the above factors fundamentally bought the Club to its knees, 

with huge reputational damage. Due to a hard-working Committee and a dedicated group of 

long-term members, we were able to reinvigorate our Club for our loyal members and continue 

to support the Community. 

Despite our challenges we managed to provide almost 2000 standard patrol hours and carried 

out a number of serious rescues both in and out of patrol hours, with nil breaches. SWRSLSC 

provided two Duty Officers and two RWC operators for SLSMNC and three members sat on the 

Branch Board of Directors, which has reduced to two with the sad and swift passing of Ray 

McDonagh during the season. 

We had representation at all Junior Branch Carnivals, SLSNSW Country Championships and 

the SLSNSW State Championships. Mark Notley was successful at Country, bagging a Gold, 

Silver and Bronze in the 50-59 years. The second Junior Branch Carnival of the season was 

held at South West Rocks with picture perfect conditions and showed the capability of our 

members to host a successful carnival with limited lead in time.  

Our Nippers had a season of regrouping and rebuilding. A change of focus from competition, 

back to education, fun and friendship has proven to be successful with our junior contingent and 

their families. A big thank-you goes to all our Age Managers and those who assist with the 

beach set-up and water safety each week. The inaugural Nippers clinic with Queenscliffe SLSC 

kicked off the start of the season which benefited all members, especially our younger 

members. We are looking forward to their return in September. Georgia Gaddes was awarded 



the SLSMNC Female Junior Lifesaver of the Year and attended the Dee Why Development 

Camp. 

Our award numbers improved dramatically this season, which was reflected in being awarded 

the SLSMNC Most Improvement in Awards. Our members gained 13 x Bronze Medallions, 1 x 

First Aid, 8 x IRB Crewperson, 5 x Silver Medallion – IRB Driver, 1 x Spinal Management, 1 x 

Silver Medallion – Beach Management. Thank-you to all trainers and assessors, Brienna Elford, 

Ian ‘Spook’ Everingham, Jenni Silvia and Tony Silvia, who assisted with proficiencies and 

assessments over the 2018/2019 season.  

Our grass roots fundraising was once again a year-round activity with members from all facets 

of the club assisting with chocolate wheels, BBQ’s and raffles. Our ‘Old Farts Committee’ 

(OFCs) are an institution at SWRSLSC. They are a group of retired members ‘guided’ by Tony 

Hayes OAM, who complete maintenance and odd jobs around the club, as well as run the 

weekly BBQ’s on Sunday mornings for our Nippers. Without their tireless work the club would 

not function as well as it does.  

A huge thank-you goes to all our local 

sponsors and supporters: The Heritage 

Guest House, LJ Hooker – SWR, 

Shoey’s Bakery, Kempsey Macleay RSL 

Club, Holiday Coast Credit Union,  BKM 

Contracting, Macleay Valley Coast 

Holiday Parks, Happy Smiles, Ball’s 

Butchery, Pick of the Crop, Coastline 

Credit Union, SWR Marine and Auto 

Centre, Langham’s Tree Service, Jaspa 

Photography, Ellison Signs, Thorman’s 

Transport and Landscaping, Macleay River District Fisherman’s Co-op, Lou’s Café – Kempsey, 

Macleay Argus, Wrights Accountants, Seabreeze Beach Hotel and Chillati. We would also like 

to acknowledge the ongoing assistance from Kempsey Shire Council, South West Rocks 

Chamber of Commerce, South West Rocks Rotary and the Arakoon National Parks and Wild 

Life Service.  

SWRSLSC was well represented at the Branch Awards of Excellence with Josh McLaren being 

awarded ‘Rookie of the Year’, Vicki Thomas receiving a High Commendation for ‘Administrator 

of the Year’, Georgia Gaddes who was awarded ‘Young Volunteer of the Year’ and Logan 

McEvoy winning the ‘Young Life Saver of the Year’. Both Georgia and Logan will continue on to 

the SLSNSW annual Awards of Excellence night for their respective award categories. Good 

luck in Sydney! 

On behalf of the South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club our sincere thanks goes to the SLS 

Mid North Coast Branch committee, your continuous support is paramount in the day to day 

running of our club. Many thanks to SLSA sponsors – DHL, Holden, Dulux and Westpac, 

SLSNSW sponsors ClubsNSW, Envirobank, Sharkskin and our branch sponsor Newcastle 

Permanent. 

Our committee and members are looking forward to a successful 2019/20 season where we will 

be celebrating the South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club’s 100 Year Anniversary! 

Yours in surf lifesaving,  
Anne Pearce 
Vice-President 
Life Member 
South West Rocks SLSC 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

HAT HEAD SLSC PRESIDENT REPORT 
2018/2019 Season 

 
Well another year has passed and it has been a wonderful year of learning and discovery and I 
would like to thank the committee and all our members for all their help and support throughout 
the year. 
 
This year has not been without its challenges but out of those challenges you come to realise 
just how great this Club is and the special people it is made up of. 
 
Many people in this Club have put in an extraordinary effort this season and because of those 
efforts we can stand proud as a club who has made a big contribution to supporting our mission. 
We have kept the beach safe with no loss of life on Hat Head Beach. We have mentored and 
coached our nippers, our Surf Rescue Cadets (SRCs), new and existing bronze members and 
supported the community. 
 
Our Nipper program ran seamlessly again this season. I wish to acknowledge the amazing hard 
work and dedication of Nicole Browne and Ian Webster who lead the large team that contributes 
so much to this highly successful club activity. Children who participate in our Nipper program 
gain important water and beach skills in an environment of fun and friendship. 
 
Patrols continued to be a highlight for our club throughout the entire season. Although there are 
a number of challenges that inevitably emerge each season, our loyal group of active members 
still ensured that club members and the general public were safe when swimming at our beach, 
completing a total of over 2,295 patrol hours and undertaking almost 1,500 preventative actions. 
  
The efforts of all these patrollers, as well as the leaders on each team are essential in 
maintaining our core operational focus, as is the tireless work performed by our Director of 
Lifesaving (Tom Arndell). 
 
 
 

                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
We held our presentation night on the 11th of May at the Surf Club and it was a great success.  
 

                                 
                   
                  Ellie Barbour - Junior Club person of the Year and 
                    Nicole Brown - Senior Club person of the Year. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Thank you also to Woodside for the cover provided for us to shelter under during surf carnivals 
and nipper days on the beach. 
 
Also thank you to Telstra and DHL for the uniforms provided, without these we would not have 
the protection we receive from these on the beach. 
 
 Ken Parish      
 President Hat Head SLSC.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

          

Kempsey Crescent Head SLSC  

Annual Report 2018 / 2019 

 
Club Executive 

President Carl Thurgood 

Vice President Scott Edwards 

Treasurer Robyn Fuller 

Secretary Alison Koivu 

Club Captain Craig Schweikert 

 

Life Members 

Maurie Fuller Colin Hudson Hazel Conomos 

Evelyn Jacobs Scott Edwards Brian McMahon 

Dennis Packwood Tim Trotter Michael Conomos 

Robyn Fuller Ross Foster Shelley McLean 

 

Patrol Captains 

Matt Worrall Carl Thurgood David Jacobs 

Dave Bartlett Belinda Reid Michael Conomos 

 

Patrons 

Phil Harvey (HCD Lawyers) Frank Evill Plumbing Wayne Perks 

 

Major Partners and Supporters 

The Australian Government Sport and Recreation 

Surf Life Saving NSW NSW Ministry for Police and Emergency 
Services 

Kempsey Shire Council The Crowns Land Department 

DHL for uniforms Telstra 

Federal Government NSW Government’s Department of Justice 

 

Statistics 

Volunteer Hours – Surf Life Saving Activities  2813 hours 

Total Rescues 14 

First Aid 42 

Preventions 497 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

New Awards Gained 

Surf Rescue Certificate 5 

Bronze Medallion 3 

IRB Crew Certificate 2 

Silver Medallion Beach Management 1 

Silver Medallion IRB Driver 1 

10 Year Officiating Service Certificate 1 

10 Year Coaching Service Certificate 4 

15 Year Coaching Service Certificate 1 

20 Year Coaching Service Certificate 1 

5 Year Officiating Service Certificate 1 

5 Year Coaching Service Certificate 5 

10 Year National Patrol Service Award 20 

15 Year National Patrol Service Award 15 

20 Year National Patrol Service Award 11 

25 Year National Patrol Service Award 6 

30 Year National Patrol Service Award 6 

35 Year National Patrol Service Award 5 

40 Year National Patrol Service Award 4 

25 Year Long Service Award 6 

30 Year Long Service Award 7 

40 Year Long Service Award 4 

50 Year Long Service Award 2 

50 Year National Patrol Service Award 2 

60 Year National Patrol Service Award 1 

 

Club Report 

The 2018 / 2019 season saw another increase in membership numbers to 279 including the addition 

of a 6th Patrol. We would like to thank all our patrolling members for their dedication and commitment 

throughout the season. Several of our members received some outstanding awards at our club 

presentation, including an award for 60 Year National Patrol Service Awarded to Maurie Fuller. Our 

club was also recognised at the Branch Awards, with our Tips crew being awarded Team of the Year 

and Craig Schweikert awarded Trainer of the Year. 

 We had 78 nippers registered for the season which is again an increase on previous years. Several 

of our Nippers attended local, branch and Country Championships, with some impressive results. The 

enthusiasm, dedication and sportsmanship shown by our nipper’s during each session is a direct 

credit to the work and support from our volunteers. The season would not have been a success 

without the help, support and commitment of the Nippers Committee, Age Managers, Water Safety 

and parent helpers. 

Our boat crews had an outstanding year. They won the North Coast boat series (every round), NSW 

State, the Australian surf rowers league open and the Australian Titles. The crew consisted of Gavin 

Burke (sweep), Austin Northey (stroke), Mick Conomos (2nd stroke), Simon Tamblyn (2nd bow) and 

Stu Henderson (bow) with Steve Pellen filling in for State. An incredible result for a small club. 

Our club is also fortunate enough to have a wonderful group of non-patrolling members who work 

tirelessly in their fundraising efforts for our club. Throughout the holiday periods our Pandanus Room 

Bar is open to the public for Sippers on Friday and Sunday afternoons. We also host Bingo and Trivia 

nights and our famous duck races down Killick Creek, all supported by both locals and tourists. The 

success of our club fundraising allows us to continue to maintain and purchased new equipment for 

the club. 

The success of our club if truly a team effort 

Alison Koivu Secretary Kempsey Crescent Head Surf Life Saving Club 



 
Tacking Point SLSC Inc. Annual Report 2018/2019 

 
This season has been another long one with many notable achievements by our members. It 
won’t be long before the season commences again, and we are already making plans for next 
season.    
 
LIFESAVING; 
This season our lifesaving was managed extremely well by Brent Wilkinson, the Club’s Director 
of Lifesaving. Under the guidance of Brent we ran very good patrols, kept our beach safe and at 
the same time met the standards required by Port Macquarie Hastings Council, Branch and State 
Centre as well as meeting the expectations of the general public.  This is enhanced by 24 club 
members achieving 100% patrol attendance.  
During the season our members were involved in a number of rescues, thankfully none of these 
rescues escalated into something worse, so it is a credit to their lifesaving skills, the advice and 
guidance of our Patrol Captains and our dedication and attention to ensure preventative actions 
are in place.  
At this point I should highlight the efforts of a number of Club Members, Steve Wilkinson, Dave 
Moore, Kim Rayner and Craig Chichester.  These members achieved well over the required 
number of hours on Patrol.  They also undertook many other activities within the club including 
instructing courses, assisting in coaching and water safety, as well as maintenance of our patrol 
van, tractor, ATV and rescue boards as well as running raffles on Friday and Sunday afternoons. 
Unfortunately, members of our Club were first responders to an incident in rough seas at Shelly 
Beach on the 18 February, 2019 involving two overseas backpackers.  As usual our response 
was immediate and immense.  Unfortunately, both young men lost their lives and now it is in the 
hands of the Coroner. 
On behalf of the Board of Management, I would like to thank all our patrolling members for their 
assistance in making our beach safe this season. 
 
EDUCATION: 
This section basically goes hand in hand with Lifesaving.  Our education was again in the very 
capable hands of Sarah Rayner. Sarah is a very competent and professional member of our Club.  
Her knowledge and commitment to this role belies her age.  She is very thorough in this important 
role. Well done Sarah. Sarah is well supported by Club Trainers, Assessors and Facilitators who 
were recognised at the Club’s 2018/2019 Presentation of Awards, being Warren White, Kim 
Rayner, Sandra Slattery, Tony Hallinan, Adam Lawes, Paul Rayner, Mitchell Dawson and Richard 
Broomby.  
 
COMPETITION AND COACHING 
Richard Broomby our Head Coach again challenged all our athletes this season with his Pathways 
program. All our athletes trained hard all season and had strict coaching and training sessions 
locked in for the entire season.  
Early in the season we had several of our members compete over various courses in the 
Coolangatta Gold.  Raelene Myers won a silver medal in her age group over the short course 
event. 
There were some great results at Country, State and Aussies.  At the NSW Championships, Tyse 
Thrower won a Gold medal in the U/12 board event. Auraiha Hewens, Tahj Thrower, Jesse Hiatt, 
Ty-Jesse Brabant, Tom Osborne and James Moore all made finals in various events. Raelene 



Myers won gold at Country and backed that up with 2 gold and 1 silver medal at State in her age 
group. Peter Hennessey also won medals at Aussies and Tony Hallinan made finals in his age 
group as well.       
We have an exciting group of young athletes coming through the ranks and our masters section 
is growing in numbers and I am looking forward to all these athletes competing next year.  
I’d like to congratulate Richard Broomby in his role of Director of Surf Sports for co-ordinating all 
the junior and cadet training at the river shed and on our beach. Richard was also selected as the 
Coach of the Interbranch Team and this Team had some great results against some of the best 
in the State.  I am sure the experience this Team gained this season, mixing with some of the 
State’s best will assist our athletes next season. Richard was also selected as a Coach for the 
North Coast Academy of Sport.  This is great recognition for Richard and our Club. 
At this point I would like to thank all the parents for their efforts in assisting Richard and our 
athletes this season, with things like water safety and gear.  It was a great Team Effort. 
 
JAC: 
Sandra Slattery took over as Chairperson of the JAC for the first time and many of her committee 
were also in their first year.  Even though this was their first year, this section of the Club saw a 
significant increase in numbers. It was also pleasing to see that the junior activities remained at 
the beach and in the water when the conditions were not kind to us. It is a great time to teach our 
juniors all about surf conditions and what to do in them.  If they can be confident on our beach, 
then they can go anywhere in the world and know they can read the surf. 
During this season, on any Sunday morning the sight of all our young Tacking Point members on 
the beach was great to see.   
I would also like to congratulate Andrew Thrower our previous JAC Chairman who stood down 
from this role this season.  He set the standard for the current JAC to follow.  His input into this 
section of the club over the last 4 seasons should never be underestimated. 
 
ANNUAL PRESENTATION EVENING: 
Due to the renovations last year we were unable to hold an annual dinner and presentation 
evening.  This season we decided to do something different and have an afternoon event. 
We had a great response to the earlier time slot with over 70 members and invited guests 
attending.  We had 5 life members attend with Life Member Graham Bingham who has not be in 
great health of late, made the trip down from the Sunshine Coast to be there. 
The highlight of the Presentation of Awards afternoon/evening was the awarding Life Membership 
to Tony Hallinan and Richard Broomby. 
 
FINANCIALLY: 
With the bar going from strength to strength, the Club is in a good position financially and I 
congratulate Paul Rayner on the job he has done this season.  
I’d like to thank and congratulate all our sponsors and supporters who have supported us 
financially and in kind over the past season and I hope they continue their support of our Club.   
 
ADMINISTRATION: 
The administration side of the Club was in the very capable hands of Lynn Smith.  Lynn is a tower 
of strength and her experience and expertise is exceptional.  Evidence of this fact is the 
recognition at the Branch awards with her being awarded the Administrator of the Year.  
In conclusion the 2018/2019 season has been a very exciting, successful and rewarding year for 
the Club.  We have achieved many things over several areas of the Club. 
I look forward to another great season coming up and I hope the 2019/2020 season is just as 
successful as this year has been. 
 
Thankyou 
 
Mick Lang  
PRESIDENT  



                                    Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC Inc. Annual Report 2018/19 
 

I am proud to once again present the Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC’S annual 

President’s report to Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast as President of Wauchope 

Bonny Hills SLSC Inc. 

 

My thanks must go to the executive of my club who do an outstanding job in keeping 

the ‘front office’ running smoothly and providing stable leadership. I need to particularly 

thank Life Member Paul Hoole, who has indicated that he will be stepping down from 

the position of Director of Education – a role that he has held for several years. Hooley has done an 

enormous job ensuring a continual flow of qualified lifesavers for our club, he will be missed immensely in 

this role albeit I am sure he will be larger than life around the club.  

Similarly, my personal thanks to Jeremy Bate who will be stepping down as Functions Director. Everyone 

knows how much effort Jeremy puts into all aspects of our club, and his contribution with Beaches has 

been outstanding. 

 

To every single member of the Wauchope-Bonny Hills SLSC, I am always amazed by your generosity and 

Aussie spirit of volunteerism. Our nation has a proud history of people ‘putting their hands up’ to help 

others, build communities and provide assistance when needed. As a member of Wauchope-Bonny Hills 

SLSC, you should be proud that you are contributing to the local community, but also contributing to the 

Australian born and bred institution, exported to the world and often copied, of surf lifesaving. 

 

The inaugural Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC / Ocean Safety Service Japan Life Saving exchange program 

took place in July 2018 with Jeremy Bate, Hugh Stewart, Rebecca Ellis and Georgie Bate being selected 

as our club’s representatives. This program allowed these members to travel to Japan and experience 

Japanese culture and lifeguarding. This program further developed the relationship our club has with 

lifesaving and lifeguarding in Japan. 

Our club has once again enjoyed a very good season across most disciplines of surf lifesaving. Our patrols 

have operated in the most cooperative and efficient manner I have seen in my tenure as President. Again, 

the Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC provided full day patrol coverage at Rainbow Beach Bonny Hills every 

Saturday, Sunday and Public Holiday.  

Our Director of Lifesaving, Michelle Kirkwood has fostered a great patrol roster/substitution arrangement 

and our club members have been so generous with both regular patrols and substitutions. Michelle has 

done an absolutely fantastic job in ensuring our core activity of lifesaving has been without peer. 

 

Once again, our club was at the forefront of surf sports again proudly flying the ‘Wauchope Bonny Hills 

Surf Club name and flag’ at NSW Country, ASRL, NSW, Australian and World Championship events. 

The under 19 female surfboat crew “the Boatettes” achieved outstanding results throughout the season, 

making finals at the ASRL Open at Elouera, The NSW Championships at Swansea Belmont and the World 

Championships at Glenelg in South Australia. The team also won their division at the Collaroy Young Guns 

Carnival. Our master’s women Elaine Walker, Gayl Ellis and Debra Bartlett also deserve special mention 

for their season long excellence winning medals at NSW, Australian and World Championships. 

Just some of the highlights were: Elaine Walker won her first ever individual Aussie medal in the single 

ski, Elaine and Gayl took home an Aussie medal in the double ski and Deb Bartlett won gold in the rescue 

tube event at the NSW State Championships. Just to top things off these three exceptional women 

collected a bronze medal in the ski relay at the World Championships. 

Our dynamic life member duo of George Fowler and Keith Charles also competed with distinction at the 

World Championships, unfortunately injury throughout the season limited Keith’s appearances at other 

events, however we have no doubts the former Aussie champ will be back competing at the highest level 

next season. 

Hugh Stewart was selected in the NSW Country team for both the Australian Interstate Championships 

and for the Trans-Tasman series. This is a huge honour for Hugh. 



We also saw the emergence of Chayce and Reeve Anderson as outstanding competitors, both of whom 

performed strongly on ski and board culminating in a semi-final for Chayce in the U/17 single ski at Aussies.  

Wauchope Bonny Hills also took teams to the Coolangatta Gold in October 2018, our teams were 

successful in winning medals across a broad range of age categories including master’s men and women 

long and short course and under 19 men’s long course.  

I think it is also important to recognize Steve Monaghan who single handedly organized the Mid North 

Coast Branch Team for the SLS NSW Interbranch Surfboat Championships. 

This team which included the Wauchope Bonny Hills ‘Boatettes’ together with talented crews drafted from 

Sydney Northern Beaches and Sydney Branches proudly flew the Mid North Coast colours for the first 

time in many years in this prestigious event at Queenscliff. 

I know that Planning has already commenced for Team Wauchope Bonny Hills to compete at the 

Coolangatta Gold in 2019 and the World Championships in Italy in 2020. 

 

Our club is community minded and socially spirited. This season we conducted ‘Bonny Hills Carols on the 

Grass’, hosted the annual ‘Bonny Hills Art Show’, acted as founding partner an host of the ‘Back to Bonnys’ 

celebration and displays, conducted water safety for the Port Macquarie Ironman in addition to our surf 

patrol commitments. 

The Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC Annual Presentation and 60 year celebration was conducted in May 

and attended by approximately 110 members, family and friends. A hugely successful evening of 

celebration, comradery and fun! 

During the season we christened our new IRB the ‘Jill Trotter’ after our long serving and much loved life 

member Jill and our new ATV was christened the ‘Jill & Neil (Timber) Woodlands’ after Jill and Neil who 

were instrumental in establishing and running ‘Beaches at Bonny Hills’ for the first nine years - our club’s 

Function Centre, which is our primary source of income. 

Our club will also celebrate the very special christening of a brand-new surf boat in late 2019. 

 

Once again ‘Beaches’, the club’s Function Centre performed strongly and continues to provide a solid 

financial platform for our club to continue supporting a broad range of surf lifesaving initiatives. If you have 

an upcoming special event or celebratory function ‘Beaches’ with outstanding service, an exceptional 

range of food and beverage offerings and the most spectacular views on the coast, should be on the top 

of your list of venues. 

 

At Wauchope Bonny Hills we believe that our members are our most important asset. We strive to ensure 

our club members are free to enjoy surf lifesaving, our club environment and associated activities in a 

welcoming, supportive, non-confrontational, and enjoyable environment.  

We also recognize an ever-increasing compliance; regulatory and governance workload being placed on 

voluntary members. Our club is prepared to speak out and criticize when Surf Life Saving bureaucracy 

makes the involvement of our members difficult (and let me tell you our wider organisation does this quiet 

a bit!). 

 

To every single member of Wauchope Bonny Hills surf club, THANK YOU, you are truly amazing! 

Again, I wish to thank every member of our club. 

I would also like to thank the Mid North Coast Branch Executive and to wish all other Mid North Coast 

Branch clubs best wishes heading into a new season. 

 
Peter Smith 
President, Wauchope-Bonny Hills SLSC 



 
 
 

 
 
Camden Haven SLSC Annual Report 2018/19 
 
 

 
    

 

I am extremely proud to be President of Camden Haven SLSC for another successful season and 
present my report to Surf Lifesaving Mid North Coast.  
 
The 2018/2019 Season provided further evidence of our ever increasing strength and 
commitment to Surf Lifesaving by both our junior and senior members.   
 
We have been short on numbers with only three patrols the whole season but with our new SRC 
and Bronze members we have had strong patrols from start to finish, compliancy has been made 
easier with members up skilling and taking on more responsibility while on patrol. The level of 
commitment while on patrol especially over the busy summer with not so very nice conditions is 
something that we are extremely proud of. 
 
The club has been extremely lucky to have a great executive who have worked together for the 
betterment of our club and seen it move forward with new ideas and development of all aspects 
of the club from juniors to seniors and including working with other emergency services teams to 
improve readiness for all types of emergencies  in and around our area  with some wonderful 
experiences and training opportunities for all involved.  
 

                  
Interagency Scenarios & Training  

 
We held our AGM in May and the Executive have been re-elected in their positions to keep the 
momentum flowing for the next season as we look at the future development of our club. 
 
Our Club presentation and Branch Awards of Excellence evening were a great success with 
awards being presented to some very worthy participants from all over this branch.  
 
CHSLSC was well represented at the Branch Awards with our club being awarded ‘Community 
Education Programme of the Year’ for our CSU Paramedicine Students Bronze Medallion 
program, Tony Miller receiving the ‘Initiative of the Year’ for the Interagency Scenarios & Training 
and I’m proud to say, for the third year in a row CHSLSC was awarded ‘Club of the Year’.  
 
Jay Toogood and Ben Hosick also received a High Commendation for ‘Young Lifesaver of the 
Year’ and ‘Lifesaver of the Year’ respectively. 



 
 
The three awards will continue on to the SLSNSW annual Awards of Excellence night for their 
respective award categories. Congratulations to everyone receiving an award, we cannot wait to 
see how the Branch goes in Sydney. 
 

 
CHSLSC members ‘Club of the Year’ at the SLSMNC Awards evening. 

 
Numbers for Nippers have increased as has member numbers, we just need to translate some 
more of these to patrolling members, this is our priority for the future. Numbers from Nippers grew 
to over 100 this season with hardly any drop offs by the end of season which says a lot for the 
team working with this group. 
 
The new SRC and Bronze squad have been a great asset to our patrols this season,  they are a 
very competent lot who love to practise and train every chance they get  when on or patrol, doing 
extra patrols to help out and participate in inter agency training scenarios. 
 
Statics for this season have been good with 2841.32 hours patrolled, which equates to our 
patrolling members most doing in excess of more than 80 hours per person for the season. 
 
Well done also to all members from all clubs who have assisted with search and rescue operations 
and all rescues performed by many members over the whole branch once again this Branch has 
stepped up and shown your worth thank you for helping to keep our Branch safe. 
 
CHSLSC President 
Michelle Garvan 
 
 

   
 



 
 

 
 
 

                    
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


