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National Honours       Bob Kebby M.B.E.* 
             Max Waters O.A.M* 
             Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M 
             Ray Agland O.A.M * 
             Michael Moran O.A.M* 
             Tony Hayes O.A.M 
 
SLSA Life Members      Reg Saunders* 
             Max Waters O.A.M* 
             Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M 
 
SLS New South Wales Life Members   

Reg Saunders* 
             Max Waters O.A.M* 
             W. Tom Saul* 
             Kevin Ruscoe* 
             Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M 
             Tony Hayes O.A.M 
             Bruce Caldwell 
             Dennis O’Sullivan* 
             Rod McDonagh 

 
SLS Mid North Coast Life Members    
Ken Brenton*, Sid Griffin*, Bob Kebby M.B.E*, Reg Saunders*, W.Tom Saul*, Max 
Waters O.A.M*, Max Sabien*, Kevin Ruscoe*, Chalkie Bob Smith O.A.M, Ray Agland 
O.A.M*, Tony Hayes O.A.M, John (Yakka) Watson*, Bruce Caldwell, Ken Corbett, John 
Vipond, Graham Bingham*, Dennis O’Sullivan*, Ken Wilson, Rod McDonagh 
 
Patrons          David Gillespie MP (Member for Lyne) 
             Melinda Pavey MP (Member for Oxley) 
             Pat Conaghan MP (Member for Cowper) 
             Leslie Williams MP (Member for Port Macquarie) 

 Peta Pinson (Mayor Port Macquarie Hastings Council) 
             Liz Campbell (Mayor Kempsey Shire Council) 

   Rhonda Hoban (Mayor Nambucca Shire Council) 
   Bernadette Inglis (CEO NPBS) 
   Phil Neat (Chair Charitable Foundation NPBS) 

    
Sponsors          Newcastle Permanent Building Society 

   Safe’n’Sound Self Storage Port Macquarie  
   APPS Mechanical 
 

Supporters  Ken Little Fruit and Veg; Lighthouse Beach Quality Meats; 
Bakers Delight Port Central; Hokubee Australia Pty Ltd; Waniora 
Butchery; Shoey’s Bakery; Port Macquarie Orthodontics 



Office Bearers 2019/20 
 

President            Rod McDonagh 
Deputy President         Tim Atherton 
Director of Administration     Joanne Hawkins 
Director of Finance        Jenny Cooper 
Director of Education       Anni Yaringa 
Director of Lifesaving        Paul Rayner 
Director of Surf Sports       Wendy Evans 
Director of Member Services    Gary Hawkins 
Director of Marketing and Communication  Brienna Elford 

 

Registrar and Assets Officer     Rob McCue 
Public Officer           Rod McDonagh   
Grievance Officer         Tim Atherton 
WH&S Officer          Amanda Higgerson 
Media Officer           Tim Atherton 
Gear and Equipment Officer     Grant Bailey  
Deputy Director of Lifesaving     Mitchell Dawson  
Education Officer (North)      vacant 
Education Officer (South)      Michelle Garvan  
Junior Education Officer       Amanda Higgerson  
Deputy Director Member Services   Sandra Slattery 
Youth Development Program Director  Gary Hawkins 
Youth Development Program     Joanne Hawkins 
Coordinator  
Delegate to SLSNSW       Rod McDonagh 
Duty Officers North       Rod McDonagh, Tony Silvia, David Brunsden,   
Duty Officers South        Paul Rayner, Mitch Dawson, Kim Rayner  
Deputy Director Surf Sports     Heath Askew 
Carnival Administrator       Leanne Hatherly 
Officials Coordinator        Wendy Evans 
Coaching Coordinator       Mel Cockshutt  
Branch Team Coach        Mel Cockshutt 
Branch Team Manager       Shannon Ryan Askew  
Medical Officers          Drs as required 
Auditors            Wrights Chartered Accountants 
Solicitors            As required 

 
Meritorious Awards Committee   Chalkie-Bob Smith, Paul Rayner, Bruce Caldwell 
 
Constitution Committee                    Rod McDonagh, Joanne Hawkins, Anni Yaringa, Rob 

McCue 
 
Disciplinary and Grievance Committee  Tim Atherton, Paul Rayner, Joanne Hawkins 
      
Life Membership Committee  Chalkie Bob Smith, Bruce Caldwell, Tony Hayes,  

John Vipond, Ken Wilson 
 

 

Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch comprises eight Clubs: 
 

Macksville-Scotts Head South West Rocks Hat Head 

Kempsey-Crescent Head Port Macquarie Tacking Point 

Wauchope-Bonny Hills  Camden Haven 



Presidents Annual Report 2019-20 
 
A season which will not be forgotten quickly, 2019/2020 has thrown many 
challenges to the Surf Life Saving movement. In my 10th year as President 
of the Mid North Coast Branch, I have never experienced a season quite like 
this one. Our eight clubs have once again shown their commitment to the 
keeping our beaches safe with no lives lost during the past twelve months. 
 
The start of the season saw the worst bushfires in Australia’s history with 
many members assisting in various ways with the emergency response 
either as Lifesavers or with other groups. This demonstrates our flexibility 
and the skills of our members. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic brought Australia to its knees causing the patrol 
season to end early, traditional presentations were made virtual, clubhouses 
closed, all training ceased, major carnivals cancelled, and committee 

meetings were held over online meeting platforms. Even though the restrictions may have slightly 
eased, the changes to how we go about our everyday lives will continue to filter though to our volunteer 
lives as well. The next season will be one where the need to uphold our standards, be extra vigilant, 
and fully engage our members will be paramount. 
 
The past season saw the State Government deliver an Enhanced Funding package for Surf Lifesaving 
which was the biggest contribution in SLSNSW History. This funding bought in several initiatives 
towards all aspects of our activities. The most noticeable being in the Support Operations portfolio 
which was allocated a support operations vehicle, an additional jet ski, and uniforms. This program 
will also provide for maintenance and fueling of these assets, allowing us to expand our capability and 
cover our coastline more efficiently. This was evident when the Support Operations crews and Duty 
Officers ramped up surveillance Patrols with this equipment once Patrols were suspended. 
 
Another aspect which has provided benefit to the Branch is the appointment of an Administration 
Assistant to provide a service to the Branch and Clubs in day to day operations. This role is still 
developing and we have been able to put some systems in place which will foster the coming season. 
To maintain this funding we have had to commit to additional goals and we have applied some 
operational policies to ensure that our accountability is a key factor. A workshop was held in November 
with some valuable feedback given. As with many things a lot of these plans were interrupted by 
COVID19. In general the Support Operations members responded to various incidents across the 
Branch and fortunately it was not as tragic as the previous season. 
 
Our Education Team of Trainers, Assessors and Facilitators have once again delivered high class 
courses to new and existing members. The education forefront is continually evolving, which saw two 
clubs, Tacking Point and South West Rocks, deliver the Bronze Medallion ‘Pilot Program’ and provide 
feedback on the new direction of training our core awards. The education portfolio was also affected 
by COVID-19 restrictions with some courses needing to be postponed.  
 
The Member Services portfolio once again provided opportunities for growth and development for our 
members. A successful Dee Why Development Camp in January once again allowed our cadets to 
see the opportunities and pathways that are available through Surf Life Saving. The Junior Life Saver 
of the Year saw two members from Tacking Point SLSC Jacob Ross and Bronte McAllister be 
awarded the title for the 2019/20 season. Thank-you to the Junior Lifesaver of the Year Panel and 
Newcastle Permanent for another successful season. A special Raising of the Flags Ceremony was 
held to celebrate the opening of the season at South West Rocks. Local Dunghutti representatives 
performed Welcome to Country, and the Local Member Melinda Pavey spoke highly of the work we 
do. 
 
There were many milestones this season including the 90th year of Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast 
as well as a century since the inception of the South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club. With other 
clubs coming up to special milestones within the next few years I would like to express the importance 
of ensuring your Club’s history is preserved for the generations to come. As we are the custodians of 
our Clubs for future members. 

Rod McDonagh 



The Branch had many representatives across a variety of platforms including the SLSA Masterclass 
and the SLSA National Leadership College, and Beach to Bush. It is great to see our members taking 
on these opportunities and bringing their new knowledge, skills and experiences back to their club 
and fellow members. 
 
The Surf Sports program this season unfortunately bore the brunt of all the challenges of the season. 
The air quality from the bushfires and weather necessitated cancellations and the numbers of 
competitors at all carnivals was hindered. Later in the season COVID-19 cancelled aspects of the 
SLSNSW State Championships and the entire 2020 Aussies. A team from SLSMNC competed at the 
annual SLSNSW Interbranch Carnival held at Bulli. We came away with some solid results in tough 
conditions. Congratulations goes to the SLSMNC Interbranch Surf Boat Crews who attended the Best 
of the Boats carnival held at Queenscliff. The Crews came away with some outstanding results 
including being named the ‘Country Branch of the Carnival’. The Country Championships were able 
to be run before COVID at Cudgen Headland with all of our Clubs represented and some high medal 
counts. I thank all the competitors, officials, coaches and age managers for their ongoing support and 
development of all things surf sports. Competition is key ingredient for the prosperity of Surf Life 
Saving. 
 
The LifeSaving portfolio was busy with high numbers on the beaches before the interruptions which 
placed extra workload on Club committees and patrolling members. As the COVID situation 
developed there were many questions and variations, but all Clubs responded appropriately and 
assisted the public in the early stages. 
 
It was a time of sorrow and reflection as we lost three of our own. Max Waters OAM, Life Member of 
SLSA, SLSNSW, SLSMNC and PMSLSC; Dennis O’Sullivan, our past President, or Dos as he was 
fondly known, Life Member of SLSNSW, SLSMNC and PMSLSC and Grahame Bingham, or Bingo 
as he was known was Life Member or SLSMNC and Tacking Point SLSC. All three of these gentlemen 
contributed an enormous amount towards our Branch over many years. 
 
Thank-you also goes to our eight clubs, who have worked tirelessly during these challenging times. 
Club Presidents have been meeting on a regular basis to ensure all aspects of restrictions and 
member welfare are covered, it has also allowed a forum to discuss best practice and ways that clubs 
are dealing with the current environment.  
 
I would like to acknowledge the Branch Executive Committee who all contribute an enormous amount 
of time and personal sacrifice which often goes unnoticed. This year has seen some challenges and 
I look forward to a more favorable 2020/2021 season. 
 
My thanks to the Directors and staff of Surf Life Saving New South Wales, and their sponsors for their 
ongoing support and development of surf lifesaving, which is invaluable for the continuation of this 
great movement. Our local councils, Nambucca Shire Council, Kempsey Shire Council and Port 
Macquarie-Hastings Council and Members of Parliament, Pat Conaghan, Dr David Gillespie, Melinda 
Pavey and Leslie Williams.  
 
Our sponsors assist financially to ensure representatives of the Branch are able to develop their 
chosen skill set through development camps such as Dee Why and surf sports events such as 
Interbranch. Our major sponsor, Newcastle Permanent is an organisation which is community minded 
and continually supports the development of all our members. 
 
It would be remiss of me not to mention the efforts of our members who are on the beach every 
weekend, showing the values of this great organisation, vigilance and service. Without you Surf Life 
Saving would not exist. 
 
 
Rod McDonagh 
SLSMNC President 
SLSNSW Life Member 
SLSMNC Life Member 
SWRSLSC Life Member 



Director of Administration Annual Report 2019/20 

 
I am proud to be presenting my 8th annual report as the Surf Lifesaving Mid 
North Coast Director of Administration.  
 
As you would all be aware, this was a challenging season for so many reasons 
and will be remembered for quite some time. From bush fires along the whole 
east coast to us then seeing coastal flooding and the COVID-19 situation that 
continues to have a very severe impact on our everyday lives.   
 
Sadly, we farewelled many surf lifesaving members this season including three 
of our Surf Lifesaving Mid North Coast Life Members Graham ‘Bingo’ Bingham, 
Max Waters OAM and Dennis O’Sullivan known fondly as ‘DOS’. 
 
Unfortunately, COVID saw the Development Programs such as Junior Lifesaver of the Year and 
Youth Opportunities Makers cancelled along with State and Aussies Championships. We also 
had to cancel our wished for celebrations of Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast 90th year. We did 
however learn to embrace virtual ZOOM meetings and even our Mid North Coast Branch Awards 
of Excellence were brought to you online.  
 
This year we received an outstanding number of nominations for the Branch Awards of 
Excellence. It was wonderful to see clubs recognising our many deserving volunteers. Quite a 
few high commendations were awarded along with the winners. Also, this year we recognised 
members who have provided outstanding service of over five years to Surf Lifesaving Mid North 
Coast. The full list of the SLSMNC Awards of Excellence, Recognition and Surf Sports awards for 
the season can be found further on in the report. 
 
The outstanding winners from the Mid North Coast Branch Awards of Excellence have been 
nominated for the NSW Awards of Excellence which will also be brought to you online on the 29 
August 2020. 
 
The Mid North Coast Branch was very well represented at the 2018/19 SLSNSW Awards of 
Excellence. Unfortunately, none of our SLSMNC nominees were state award winners, however, 
as usual we all glammed up and a great night was had by all. We will definitely miss the ‘live’ 
evening this year which was to be held at Luna Park. 
 

 
 
 
 

Joanne Hawkins  

SLSMNC Members at the 2018/19 SLSNSW Awards of Excellence 



 
This season saw the 40th anniversary of women officially being given the opportunity to be active 
surf lifesavers, prior to this women were limited to support and back office functions. SLSMNC 
clubs have many female members in varied roles from Executive members to Patrol Captains. 
Indeed, our own SLSMNC Executive has 5 female members from 9 positions.  
 
SLSMNC has welcomed Leanne Hatherly as our new administrative support officer from the 
enhanced funding received from SLSNSW last season. Leanne is available to assist and support 
the Branch Executive and the eight clubs within the Branch to achieve the goals and objectives 
of the Branch and SLSNSW.   
 
We have also recently produced a monthly newsletter and are currently in process of developing 
a new fresh SLSMNC website which we hope to have released in the coming months. 
 
Our longstanding sponsors Newcastle Permanent Building Society have been generous over a 
number of years and have prominent links to our Branch. Undeniably they have had a major 
impact on the succession and sustainability of Surf Life Saving on the Mid North Coast. 
 

 
 

Special thanks also to Safe’n’Sound Self Storage for your continued support and APPS 
Mechanical. 

 

 
 
We must also thank, acknowledge and support our State and National sponsors and supporters. 
 
The 2019/20 Season National Sponsors - DHL, BRP, Dulux, Holden and Westpac; and 
SLSNSW Sponsors - Your local club, Cancer Institute, Envirobank, Midford, Sharkskin, Dolphin 
and Energy Locals. 
                        
I would also like to thank and acknowledge Surf Lifesaving Mid North Coast Executive, Clubs and 
members for your support during the season. 
 
Joanne Hawkins 
SLS MNC Director of Administration 
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Director of Finance Annual Report 2019/20 

 
 

 
I am pleased to present the Director of Finance report for the Mid North 
Coast Branch, year ending 31st May 2020. 
 
This year has been one like no other in terms of disruption to what would 
normally have been a productive and busy season, as a result of bushfires 
and Covid19. 
 
From a finance perspective records have been maintained in a timely 
manner with appropriate transparent reporting provided at all times. 
 
 

I would like to acknowledge and thank, the following organisations for their financial involvement 
or in-kind support, which has been instrumental for the Branch to continue to provide support to 
the eight clubs in our area: 
 

• Newcastle Permanent 

• Surf Life Saving NSW 

• Surf Life Saving Services 

• Safe ‘n’ Sound 

• Hokubee Australia Pty Ltd 

• Waniora Butchery 

• Shoey’s Bakery 

• Port Macquarie Orthodontics 

• APPS Mechanical 

 
The Mid North Branch is in a healthy financial position to continue supporting surf lifesaving at all 
levels through its Clubs.  
 
With ongoing open communication and participation from all, this will allow Branch to support all 
programs and disseminate information easily.  
 
I would like to thank and acknowledge the current Executive Committee for their continued 
support throughout this past year.  
 
Jenny Cooper 
SLSMNC Director of Finance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Jenny Cooper 



 
 

Director of Life Saving Annual Report 2019/20 
 

 

Another Surf Life Saving season has passed although shortened 
through the Covid 19 restrictions.   
 
Our members still serviced the community through our eight clubs from 
Scotts Head to Diamond Head with no loss of life.  
  
As a result of Covid 19 restrictions our call out teams had enhanced 
coverage for the last six weeks or so of our patrols.   
 
Our branch extends through 3 Local Government Areas, being 
Nambucca Shire Council, Kempsey Shire Council and Port Macquarie 

Hastings Council and covers approximately 136 kilometres of coastline. We patrol at 8 beaches 
but cover almost 6 times that many with our call out teams. 
 
The branch took delivery of a new vehicle a Holden Colorado and an RWC, thanks to SLSNSW 
and Holden for these.  Special thanks to Brad from Apps Mechanical for their sponsorship in fitting 
out the vehicle with drawers, fridge, sun protection awning and a number of other ancillary items. 
 
I believe there is a need for a second dedicated vehicle within the branch to enhance our 
capabilities during extended SAR operations and set up as a response vehicle with all the 
lifesaving equipment necessary.  This will enhance our image and portray the professionalism 
that we have.  We currently are applying for grants for this to be achieved.   
 
We have four dedicated RWC’s servicing our branch, two are stationed in the north and two in 
the south.   
 
The Mid North Coast Support Operations Group continued its good work with a number of callouts 
being attended to during the year.  All incidents were attended by the duty officers within our 
branch. This dedicated group of people have been on board since its inception.  They all continue 
to astound me with their professionalism.  A huge thank you to Kim Rayner, Mitch Dawson, Rod 
McDonagh, David Brunsdon and Tony Silvia.    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Paul Rayner 



 
Congratulations to Tony Worton from Camden Haven SLSC for being named the 2019/2020 
Branch Life Saver of the Year.  Good luck at the NSW Awards of Excellence.   
 
Some Patrol stats for this season:   
 
Our eight surf lifesaving clubs patrolled 17,051.42 hours this season and performed 2229 
preventative actions, 119 first aids, together with 49 Rescues.   There were also 409 First Aid 
incidents recorded as well. 
 
Our top patrolling member for the Branch again and for a number of consecutive years now was 
Paul Rudduck from Hat Head SLSC.  Paul epitomises dedication to the cause. 
 
Congratulations on these results.  It was pleasing to see the standard of the patrolling groups on 
the beach this season and the professionalism when members are attired in their full patrol 
uniform. 
 
To Mitch Dawson my Deputy Director, and to the eight club captains, well done.  I thank you for 
your assistance throughout the season. To all lifesavers whether actively involved or working in 
the background, thank you all.  
 
Finally, to all members that patrolled our beaches this year I thank you all.  Without you doing the 
hard yards our beaches would not be the safe haven that swimmers enjoy and expect. 
 
I hope to see you all back on the beach for the 2020/2021 season. 
 
 
 
Paul Rayner 
SLSMNC Director of Lifesaving 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Director of Surf Sports Annual Report 2019/20 

 
The 2019/2020 season has come and gone and was disrupted firstly by the 
bushfires, then a tropical cyclone and finally shortened by COVID-19.  
 
Branch Carnival – It proved to be third time lucky with Wauchope Bonny Hills 
SLSC hosting the U8 to Masters Branch Carnival on the 1st December 2019. 
The first two attempts at holding the carnival were hampered by the bushfires 
causing poor air quality then the Surf Clubs were required to be used as 
emergency evacuation centres.  A well-planned carnival with calm seas and 
sunshine resulted in 331 competitors and 26 officials attend. 

 
Branch Championships –Saturday 22nd February 2020, South West Rocks 
SLSC U8 – Masters. Once again, the original date set for the championships 
was postponed because of tropical cyclone Uesi with large swells, rain and 
water quality proving problematic. We were forced to reprogram the 
Championships due to low officials’ numbers, with only 10 in attendance. Water 
only events, no beach events were run, and we utilised one water area instead 
of the two. The change of date also resulted in lower competitor numbers, a 
total of 203 entries, 159 Junior and 44 Senior. The carnival had a relaxed 
atmosphere and the Junior events were finished by 1pm followed by the Senior 
events. 
 

Officials -For the second year in a row, the JAC’s from Tacking Point SLSC and Wauchope Bonny 
Hills SLSC were proactive in recruiting new officials. Congratulations to Tone Wright PM SLSC 
(Technical), David Moore TP SLSC (Core), Kellie Strahorn TP SLSC (Core), Stephanie Cairns TP 
SLSC (Core), Lauren McNeice WBH SLSC (Core), Elaine Walker WBH SLSC (Core) who became 
accredited officials. Belinda Anderson and Peter Bruce from WBH SLSC have 
also partly completed their Core Officials course. Rob McCue and Heath 
Askew, two of our more experienced officials completed their online Senior 
level course and attended a face to face one day course in Sydney in 
September. Rob took on the role as Deputy Referee for the WBH Branch 
Carnival and then Carnival Referee for the SWR Branch Championships. I 
encourage Clubs to continue the recruitment of more accredited officials 
which enable carnivals to become more streamlined, allowing athletes to 
compete in a 
 broader range of events and more events to be run simultaneously. 
 
Scrutineers -In August 2019 SLSNSW ran a one-day Scrutineers course at 
PM SLSC. Eight MNC officials completed the online theory and practical workshop – From PMSLSC 
-Leanne Hatherly, Heath Askew, Rob McCue & Tone Wright, Hat Head SLSC - Grant Bailey & Wendy 
Evans, Tacking Point SLSC -Sandra Slattery and WBH SLSC - Gayl Ellis. We were able to scrutineer 
most Club and personal craft during the season using the new red and white stickers. 
 
Interbranch Championship – Congratulations to all those involved with Interbranch which was held 
at Bulli SLSC and hosted by the Illawarra Branch on Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th December 2019. 
Due to the long travelling distance the MNC team stayed away for three nights.  This year’s team 
consisted of twenty-nine MNC competitors and six Draftees from other Branches to help bolster the 
team and MNC Branch placed 8th with 446.5 points. Many thanks to Team Coach Melinda Cockshutt 
and the Team Manager, Shannon Askew and chaperones, Karl Morris, Samantha Barlow, Heath 
Askew, Grant Schubert and Assistant Coach Dave Moore for their help. From what we here the team 
enjoyed the highly competitive event along with the camaraderie of the group.  
 
2020 NSW Surf Boat Interbranch Championships were held on the 19th January 2020 at 
Queenscliff SLSC. WBH SLSC’s U23 Female and Male Open boat crews represented the MNC 
Branch and raced against the best crews in NSW. The MNC won the Country Champion Branch for 
2020. 
 

Chalkie Bob Smith 
WBH SLSC 

Wendy Evans 

Tim Atherton 
PMSLSC 



The NSW Environbank Country Championships were once again held at Cudgen Headland SLSC 
on the 1st and 2nd February 2020. There were many outstanding individual and team performances, 
the following competitors are amongst them: 
 

• Cleo Schubert PMSLSC who won gold in the U12 1km Beach Run and silver in the Ironwoman 
and Beach Sprint. 

• Tyse Thrower TPSLSC who won gold in the U13 Board Race and silver in the U13 Surf Race and 
U13 Ironman. 

• Tom Osborne TPSLSC – won gold in the U19 2km Beach Run, Beach Sprints and Beach Flags 
and Open Beach Sprint.  

• Raylene Myers TPSLSC – won gold in the 40-49 Surf Race, Rescue Tube Race, Single Ski and 
Ironwoman and silver in the Board Race and bronze int the Beach Sprint. 

• Amanda Higgerson PMSLSC – won gold in the 60 over Tube Race, Board Race and 1km Beach 
Run and silver in the Surf Race. 

• Surf Boats – MSH SLSC silver in the Open Male Surf Boat, WBH SLSC gold in the 180yrs Female 
Surf Boat & gold in U/23 Female Surf Boat. 

 
Country Championship Point Score 
6th place Port Macquarie SLSC   284 points 
7th place Tacking Point SLSC   222 points 
23rd place South West Rocks SLSC  31 points 
24th place Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC  30 points 
28th place Macksville Scotts Head SLSC  9 points 
30th place Kempsey Crescent Head SLSC  2 points 

 
SLS State Championships 2020 
It takes a lot of effort and time to participate in a carnival of this size, so well done to the small but 
strong contingent that travelled down to Swansea Belmont SLSC at Blacksmith’s Beach for the State 
Championships. 
 
Opens – a great result, bronze medal for Sarah Hatherly and Kate Field in the U17 2 X 1km Female 
Beach Run Relay. 
Masters – Our Masters competitors once again proved how much they love the bling. 
George Fowler WBH SLSC showed age has no barriers, picking up a silver medal for 75 over in 
Beach Sprints and Beach Flags. 
Amanda Higgerson PM SLSC 60-64 bronze in Rescue Tube and 1km Beach Run. 
Paula Stone PM SLSC 40-44 silver in Ironwoman and Single Ski 
Carolyn Turnham PM SLSC 55-59 gold in Rescue Tube and silver Surf Race 
Raelene Myers TP SLSC 45-49 silver in Surf Race, Rescue Tube, Ironwoman, bronze Single Ski. 
Surf Boats – WBH SLSC silver 220 years Male Surf Boat and bronze 180 years Female Surf Boat. 
 
Thank - you to all members who completed and provided constructive feedback on the Country 
Championship survey which the MNC Branch conducted.  The survey was asking for member’s views 
on certain aspects of the Championships – timing, duration, and a change in format and the results 
will assist SLSNSW in future planning.  
 
Finally, to all the host clubs, competitors, coaches, team/age managers, parents, supporters, water 
safety and officials, thank you very much for your contribution for what was a memorable season. 
Special thanks to the Branch Administration Officer/Branch Carnival Entry Coordinator, Leanne 
Hatherly, Grant Bailey as Branch Gear Steward, Anni Yaringa and Tony Silva as SEMC’s and all the 
MNC Branch Executive for your ongoing support. 
 
The year ahead may prove to be one of the most challenging with a degree of uncertainty as we 
navigate through COVID -19 restrictions for a return to surf sports competition for the 2020/2021 
season. 
 
Wendy Evans 
SLSMNC Director of Surf Sports 
 



Director of Member Services Annual Report 2019/20 
 

This season has and will be one to remember, not only for all the 
obstacles presented to our Members and communities, but for the 
resilience and adaptability to succeed now and into the future. Our 
Branch is 90 years young. 
 
We have been saddened by the loss of three SLSMNC Life 
Members within this season. Family, friends and Surf Lifesavers 
gathered to celebrate the lives and commitment to Surf Lifesaving 
by true leaders within our organisation. Max Waters OAM, Dennis 
O’Sullivan and Graham Bingham were farewelled, with their legacy 
living on through their individual contributions of building 
communities and uniting Clubs. We thank them for their tireless and 
selfless service. 
 

This season Women were recognised for their commitment and contribution to active Surf Life 
Saving duties, 1st July 2020 marking 40 years the SLSA finally admitted women as full members. 
“The entrenched attitudes of many male members and their Clubs had through force of reason, 
expediency, simple political will and clout, been persuaded that women could save lives, 
participate in competitions and administration, and carry out all the responsibilities and 
enjoyments of Surf Life Saving just as well as men”. 
 
Further to this we are at the forefront in having Women in Leadership roles within the organisation, 
from participation within our Junior programs to holding positions on Club and Branch Executives. 
Thank you for your contribution past, present and future. 
 
The season commenced with a Raising of the Flags ceremony, a fitting way to start our 90th 
anniversary year, held at SWR SLSC. After a traditional Welcome to Country performed by Aunty 
Cheryl and Benelong from Figtree Aboriginal Corporation, members from across all the 8 Clubs 
raised Club flags and the red and yellow patrol flags to mark the commencement of the patrol 
season. On hand were Hon. Melinda Pavey Member for Oxley, Cr Susan McGinn Kempsey Shire 
Council, Bob Higham Newcastle Permanent, Rod McDonagh SLSMNC and SWRSLSC 
President, Life Members and Branch Executive. 
 
As our season progressed our focus turned from the beach to our communities, as we became 
the pillar to many with the onset of extreme weather and bushfires. Clubhouses were prepared to 
accept evacuees, IRB’s and RWC’s were on standby to assist in evacuations, and our patrols and 
Junior programs were thrown into disarray. Not long after the bushfires were extinguished in came 
an east coast low, which flooded areas and brought us together again. 
 
And then we were confronted with COVID-19, which still to this day changes the way we go about 
our Lifesaving duties. Season cut short by a month, Zoom become the new way to meet and 
communicate, an uncertainty hangs over how we will commence the next season.  
 
We showed a commitment to contribute to Newcastle 
Permanent Cinema Under the Stars, and it was cancelled 
due to bushfires. Anzac Day ceremonies were replaced with 
driveway “Light up the Dawn” events.  
SLSNSW Development Programs were cancelled for which 
we had record numbers accepted into.  
Annual Club and Branch awards ceremonies went virtual. 
We showed creativity and we adapted. 
 
 

Gary Hawkins 



Our future leaders were recognised with the Newcastle Permanent Junior Lifesaver of the Year 
awards. Finalists were Matilda Cole SWRSLSC, Zoe Crilley and Darcy Swaine HHSLSC, Amy 
Hatherly and Ben Hamel PMSLSC, Bronte McAllister and Jacob Ross TPSLSC and Tia McGrath 
and Joshua Pike WBHSLSC.  
Presented at the Newcastle Permanent Branch were our SLSMNC Female JLOTY winner Bronte 
McAllister and Male JLOTY winner Jacob Ross both representing TPSLSC. Thank you to Leanne 
Goggin and Steph Clark for assisting me on the selection panel. 
 
Four Female youth applied and were successful in being accepted in the SLSNSW Youth 
Opportunities Program. Congratulations to Allysa Slattery TPSLSC, Georgia Gaddes SWRSLSC, 
Molly Kemp PMSLSC and Piper Seale WBHSLSC. These members have previously been active 
participants on MNC Development Programs at Scotts Head, Dee Why and JLOTY and are great 
role models to those around them. Unfortunately, the SLSNSW YOM program was a victim to the 
COVID pandemic and was postponed this season, along with the SLSNSW JLOTY program 
which run concurrently in Collaroy.  
 
SLSMNC was represented at SLSA National Leaders College by Jedd Goggin WBHSLSC, SLSA 
MasterClass and SLSNSW Beach to Bush program by Brienna Elford. We also had a large 
contingent of Members attend the 2019 Combined Conference and SLSNSW Awards of 
Excellence. 
 
A successful Youth Development Program to Dee Why was achieved this season, and once again 
the weather predicted a lot in the venues visited and activities achieved. A separate report is 
attached. 
 
SLSMNC Awards of Excellence went virtual for the first time, with thanks to Joanne Hawkins, 
SLSMNC Director of Administration for producing the presentation. Joanne was met with many 
challenges which she overcome resulting in a great video which was shared onto our Branch 
social media pages. 
 
Last season we held an RUOK breakfast at the Branch office, encouraging those to ask the 
question and recognise those around us that need support. A pre season Member Services 
meeting was held and many Zoom meetings have been attended to along with my fellow Directors 
of Member Services around the State on shaping the upcoming season. 
 
As we move forward to the 2020/21 season, there will be some long awaited changes to the 
Junior Development Program from SLSA and SLSNSW, and changes in the way we do things in 
the foreseeable future as we are progress through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Finally I would like to recognise the support from my fellow MNC Branch Directors and Club 
members for contributing and working together to achieve so much in such an unforgiving season. 
 
To all, stay safe and thanks again for a great season. 
 
Gary Hawkins 
SLSMNC Director of Member Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Youth Development Program to Dee Why SLSC Report 2019/20 
 

From humble beginnings with a small group we set out 7 seasons ago to offer our Youth a unique program 
that was not presented before. Programs run around the State focussed upon a small number of 

participants from each Branch, leaving many members not knowing what pathways were available to 
Youth within our Surf Lifesaving organisation. The Dee Why trip was born. 
 
Along our journey many friendships have been made, a strong support group both locally and within two 
Sydney Branches has flourished, and our program has been recognised at a State level. Many participants 

have moved into volunteering and paid roles within Surf Lifesaving, taking the skills they have learnt along 
the way with them. 
 
Chaperones from every Mid North Coast Club have supported the Program, a role which requires them to 
show leadership, knowledge and most importantly compassion and understanding to all. Without these 

champions we could not have delivered the program year after year. 
 

In January 2020 we embarked on our 
seventh year of the Program. A season 
which saw many of our towns and 
homes surrounded by bushfires, and 
an uncertainty of what lied ahead in 
what was traditionally the hottest part of 
the year.  
 
In the lead up to our departure a group 
of cadets led by Chaperone Sandra 
Slattery and Chef de la Tour Denise 
Moore tasked themselves with 
preparing four days of morning and 
afternoon tea packs, food shopping 
and packing. Labelling backpacks, 
water bottles, shirts and whistles the 
task tackled by Steph Clark, a previous 
participant in the Program.  

 
Administrative duties were carried out by SLSMNC Director of Administration Joanne Hawkins, a task 
which requires accuracy to ensure all details are correct and easily accessible for us during the duration 
of the Program. Jo also posted photos and updates on the Member Services facebook page to keep all at 
home advised of our daily activities. 
 
Our Chaperones were selected on their individual abilities to be competent not only as a Bronze Medallion 
holder, but to be approachable and caring to our participants, and more importantly be able to work as a 
team. Sandra, Phil, Stacey, Lorraine I appreciate the tireless efforts you all put in, and our older age group 
participants who mentored the younger ones. Once again some Youth members from Lower North Coast 
joined us along with their Director of Member Services Lorraine Morgan. Lorraine is also a Registered 
nurse which also an added benefit of having her on board. 
 
Upon our arrival in Sydney we were greeted at Dee Why SLSC by President Hugh Long and a great friend 
and my first point of contact whilst away Rowena Clarke. Row was one of our first female Lifesavers who 
joined the organisation when women were first allowed to obtain their Bronze Medallion, her networking 
and contacts are second to none. 
 
Due to the bushfire crisis our usual visit to SLSNSW headquarters and Surfcom was changed at the last 
minute, instead SLSNSW came to us. SLSNSW COO Dan Gaffney and SLSNSW Membership Manager 
Claire Bevis participated in an interactive discussion with our group. One of our participants from past and 
current Programs who is also a SLSNSW Surfcom operator, Xanthia Hughes, shared her experiences and 
achievements. Xanthia spoke of how her continual upskilling and gaining of awards has taken her to her 
current role, and also that of a mentor to our Youth. 
 



Our next stop is the CareFlight Rapid Response 

Helicopter base. There, I shared how the skills I have 

acquired in Surf Lifesaving enabled me to gain 
employment in this aeromedical organisation. First aid, 
resuscitation, communication and management are all 

prerequisites for this role. Whilst at the base our group 
had the opportunity to talk to the CareFlight pilot, 
doctor, air crew, community liaison officers and a 
patient transport officer.  
 
Lifeguarding is another opportunity for our young 
Lifesavers. Randwick City Council Lifeguards 
welcomed us at Maroubra SLSC, showing how 

technology is helping them patrol beyond the flags. The recruitment process, awards required to achieve 
an interview, and the role of the Lifeguard was discussed. We thank them for their time spent with us on 
the day. 
 
We also attended the Fallen Lifesaver Memorial to reflect upon our history overlooking Coogee Beach. 
Doug Hawkins spoke of the ultimate sacrifice our fellow Lifesaving members gave, over many conflicts up 
to the present time. Wreaths were laid and silence fell over our team, we will always remember them. 
 

Whilst in Sydney we were hit with driving rain, but to say our plans were dampened was an 

understatement. Behind the scenes we altered our itinerary as all beaches progressively closed. Our usual 
patrols at some of Sydney Northern Beaches were suspended but an alternative activity was found. Upon 
arriving at Manly Life Saving Club in patrol uniform we were informed by the Patrol Captain of a missing 
person from a local facility. With a description of the missing person in hand Manly had its biggest roving 
patrol set off in the direction of Shelly Beach, searching the bay and the cliffside walking track up to the 
headland. No person was found but what was found was an ice cream shop though. 
 
Since the inception of the Wet and Wild nipper program in Sydney’s western suburbs we have 
endeavoured to attend to perform water safety and Age Manager duties. In one season our group were 
filmed by the ABC, and another visit saw our chaperones run the program on the day. But this is no more, 
unfortunately the program has been omitted from the new park’s owner’s agenda. This did not stop us in 
from attending for some fun time in the park and see firsthand the Lifeguards on duty. 
 

The Duke memorial was visited at 

Harbord. In 1914 Duke held a 
demonstration to the press which 
showcased his skills in surfing the 

waves beyond the break, he 
popularised surfing in Australia, he 
was a world and Olympic swimming 
champion, and a true Lifesaver when 
he rescued 8 fishermen in California.  

 
As we reflect upon what was another 
successful Youth Development 
Program, it would be amiss of me not 
to say a huge thankyou to the 
participants for their conduct over the 
four days we were away. The workload 
was lightened off the shoulders of the 
chaperones, chef, coach driver and 
myself by the way each assisted when 
needed.  
 

Once again, I look forward to next season’s program and hope for better weather conditions. 
 
Yours in Surf Lifesaving. 
Gary Hawkins 
SLSMNC Director of Member Services 



Director of Education Annual Report 2019/20 

In my report last season I suggested 2019-20 was one of the most challenging 
for the education portfolio. 2019-20 added to those challenges.  
 
Due to the change to the national legislation governing delivery and assessment 
of nationally recognised qualifications requiring all Trainers, Assessors and 
Facilitators (TAFs) to undertake extra units of competence to remain accredited, 
we now have fewer volunteers available to assist in those roles. The current 
system now includes endorsed delegates, endorsed assessors and accredited 
assessors, each with different responsibilities and capacity to sign off 
proficiencies and/or new awards. I acknowledge the work done by SLS NSW to 
support the Branch in helping our TAFs upgrade their qualifications. However, 
for many the requirements are onerous which has led us to our current situation.   
 
This season saw Tacking Point, with the guidance of Sarah Rayner, successfully participate in the trial of 
a new format of Surf Rescue Certificate and Bronze Medallion with online education resources. In the 
future it is likely our new members will gain most of their knowledge online. To quote the SLSA_online 
eLearning page…  https://members.sls.com.au/SLSA_Online/modules/awards/elearning.php 
 
Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) has a number of online courses available to support members in 
completing their SLSA awards in a more flexible manner. Currently online courses are available in the 
following streams: Aquatic Search and Rescue, Emergency Care, Beach Management and Powercraft. 
There are also Safety and Wellbeing, Skills Maintenance and Age Managers options available to be 
completed online. 
 
The online courses available typically cover the theory components and are designed in many cases to be 
completed in conjunction with a course Learner Guide which you can access from the SLSA Members 
Area Library. In most cases you will also participate in practical training activities and assessments 
organised by your surf lifesaving club or SLS state/territory centre to achieve competency in the SLSA 
award. 
 
My sincere hope is that Clubs will continue to supplement the online learning with the experience and local 
knowledge of their members. For our new members, learning about the local conditions, hazards, 
personnel, and equipment is what they need most and can’t be gained through nationally standardised 
content on screen.  
 
Another change is that the spinal award has been subsumed into the Bronze Medallion which means it is 
no longer as a separate award. Sadly, this makes it unavailable for our Award Members who are invaluable 
in providing emergency assistance once our BM/SRC members bring a patient to shore. Award members 
are still able to gain First Aid, Advanced Resuscitation and Radio Operations. 
 
Congratulations to those members who successfully completed the following awards during the season; 
    36  x Advanced resuscitation       21  x Age Manager 
 103  x Bronze Medallion / Certificate II in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue) 
   23  x First Aid Certificate        20 x IRB Crew certificate 
   21 x Resuscitation certificate       11  x Silver Medallion Beach Management 
     9  x Silver Medallion IRB Driver           9  x Spinal Management Certificate 
   57  x Surf Rescue Certificate                 7 x Training Officer BM/SRC     2 x Training Officer IRB 
 
Due to discomfort with some of the nationally led changes in the education portfolio, I will not be re-
nominating for the position of Director of Education. The time has come for a younger person to step up 
and lead the Branch into the future. Whilst many years of experience have been a benefit in the past, the 
new incumbent will be better positioned by not relying on “what we used to do” and starts fresh with “what 
we do now”.   
  
Finally, I offer my thanks to the Mid North Coast Executive who have supported me the past two seasons. 
Each member of the Executive has had significant challenges in their respective roles, and I wish them 
the very best for 2020-21. 
 
Anni Yaringa 
SLSMNC Director of Education 

Anni Yaringa 

https://members.sls.com.au/SLSA_Online/modules/awards/elearning.php


Director of Marketing and Communication Annual Report 2019/20 
 
 

It is with great pride to present the Director of Marketing and 
Communications report to the Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast Branch. 
 
This season has been a very unusual one, with bushfires and COVID-19 
causing events and patrols to be cancelled. Even with the disruptions 
throughout the season there were some great achievements and stories to 
be told. 
 
There was great coverage of surf life saving activities across the main 
newspapers including, Macleay Argus, Port Macquarie News and the 
Wauchope Gazette. Some of these stories included SLSMNC and 
SLSNSW Awards of Excellence, SLSA Masterclass, SLSA National 

Leaders College and reports regarding Support Operations. These good news stories promote 
the various pathways and development opportunities within the surf life saving movement, and 
hopefully encourage more members to apply for these great experiences. 
 
Thank-you to all our sponsors and supporters for this 
season. All sponsors and supporters have received a 
token of appreciation acknowledging their contribution 
to the members of the Mid North Coast. 
 
‘High-Tide’, the SLSMNC Newsletter, will become a 
regular publication that will showcase achievements 
and promote up and coming events within SLS. Thank-
you to the Director of Administration, Joanne Hawkins 
and the Administration Assistant, Leanne Hatherly for 
your contributions and assistance with the first two 
editions. 
 
Grants have been applied for utilising the Grant 
Seeking Unit.  If successful, this funding would assist 
with the purchase of additional equipment for education and training as well as lifesaving and 
support operations. 
 
A new SLSMNC website is currently being developed and will be launched in the coming months. 
 
Thank-you to all Mid North Coast clubs and their members who continue to show what the surf 
life saving movement is all about – vigilance and service. 
 
Yours in surf life saving,  
 
Brienna Elford 
SLSMNC Director of Marketing and Communications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brienna Elford 



Registrar’s Report 2019/20 
 

The past season has been a very trying and frustrating year for all those 

involved in training and assessing. The Branch clubs have been affected by 

drought, fires, smoke, high winds and due to the air pollution numerous 

beaches were closed throughout the season. To top it off all clubs closed due 

to Covid 19 for some months which severely hampered training and 

assessment of awards.  

Having stated the above the beginning of the season was quite productive for 

all trainers and assessors and many awards were completed as well as 

proficiencies. I would like to extend a big thank you to Anni Yaringa for 

processing many awards and forwarding them through as and when required.  

 

Surf Life Saving NSW changed the method of some awards being sent through to Branch and 

once again made nipper awards available on-line so that clubs could automatically download and 

print certificates. 

Although down on last year and a season which was really cut short by close to 6 months for 

beach access over five thousand senior awards, senior proficiencies, JAC awards and 

proficiencies were carried out or completed. There were over 90 new Bronze medallion awards 

in the season. Online awards carried out through the year were less than last year however there 

was a trial of the new Surf Rescue Certificate Online course successfully completed. 

There has been a pleasing number (although less than last year for obvious reasons) of senior 

awards completed such as IRB Crew person award (21), Silver Medallion IRB Drivers awards (9)  

and a number of UAV pilot awards (8) .  

Surprisingly, Junior Surf education awards had an increase in numbers with a little over 800 

awards handed out throughout the year. In addition, there were some Youth Engagement awards 

completed which is a great initiative to recognize and reward young members on their involvement 

in surf lifesaving. 

There were two thousand six hundred and ninety-eight (2698) proficiencies throughout the year 

with the use of delegates as well as assessors seeming to make the process easier for all. There 

is a total of 80 endorsed delegate awards for both trainer and assessor which helped to reduce 

workload on assessors and allowed clubs to hold assessment days where and when required. 

During the season three hundred and nine (309) transfers were completed by Branch clubs during 

the season. In total the Branch lost 40 members transferring out of Branch clubs. 

I have a number of awards that were received after the end of April which I will be handing out at 

the Branch Annual General Meeting in August. 

 

Robert McCue 

SLSMNC Registrar 

 

 

 

Rob McCue 



 

SLSMNC Statistics 
Financial Members within the Branch 2556 

Total Patrol Hours within the Branch 20358 

Public Attendances at MNC Beaches 88271 

Awards gained by Junior and Senior Members 2909 

Proficiencies by Junior and Senior Members 2698 

Beach Closures 118 

Member Transfers 309 

 

Top Patrolling Members 2019/20 

Name Club Hours  Name Club Hours 

Michelle Butt WBH 87.3  Paul Rudduck HH 188 

Rachel Hosick CH 80  Tony Worton CH 136 

Michelle Garvan CH 77.3  Tony Wright PM 129.8 

Browen Davidson WBH 72  Benjamin Hosick CH 124.5 

Susan Bell CH 63  Maurie Fuller KCH 89.5 

Brieanna Rumsby CH 60  Peter Alchin WBH 84.5 

Leanne Goggin WBH 59.8  James Langley CH 82.5 

Debra Tougher WBH 58.8  Anthony Miller CH 69 

Brienna Elford SWR 58  Christopher Darby MSH 68.6 

Anni Yaringa PM 57.9  Matt Worrall KCH 67.5 

       
Duty Officer Hours  

Mitchell Dawson 105.5   Rod McDonagh 75  
Paul Rayner 100.5   Tony Silvia 65  
Kim Rayner 98.8   David Brunsdon 33  

       
 

SLS Mid North Coast ACTIONS SUMMARY 2019/20 

CLUB PREVENTIONS RESCUES 
FIRST 

AID 

Camden Haven 382 3 9 

Hat Head 54 5 3 

Kempsey Crescent Head 156 9 29 

Macksville Scotts Head 69 17 25 

Port Macquarie 735 4 23 

South West Rocks 7 4 6 

Tacking Point 581 5 10 

Wauchope Bonny Hills 243 2 14 

Total 2227 49 119 

 
 

MOST IMPROVEMENT in AWARDS 2019/20 
Camden Haven SLSC 67% 

South West Rocks SLSC 57% 

Tacking Point SLSC 32% 

Hat Head SLSC 12% 

 



Member Services – Recognition 
 

SLSMNC Junior Life Saver of the Year 
Club representatives: 

 

Tia McGrath & Josh Pike WBHSLSC 
Bronte McAllister & Jacob Ross TPSLSC 

Amy Hatherly & Ben Hamel PMSLSC 
Zoe Crillet & Darcy Swaine HHSLSC 

Matilda Cole SWRSLSC 
 

Congratulations to

 
              Bronte McAllister TPSLSC              Jacob Ross TPSLSC 
 
 

 
SLSMNC Director of Member Services Gary Hawkins, Bronte 

McAllister, Jacob Ross and Rod McDonagh SLSMNC President. 
 



 
 

 

Thank you to NPBS for their ongoing sponsorship to 
Junior and Youth Development 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Vale - SLSMNC Life Members 
 

 
 
 
 

Graham Bingham – ‘Bingo’  
Life Member  
SLSMNC 
TPSLSC 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Max Waters OAM 
   Life Member 
   SLSA 
   SLSNSW 
   SLSMNC 
   PMSLSC 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis O’Sullivan – ‘DOS’ 
Life Member 
SLSNSW 
SLSMNC 
PMSLSC 
 
 
 
 
 



Surf Sports 
 

 
 

 
 

Junior Age Champions 
2019/20 Season 

 

Age Group 
 

Male Female 

U/8 
 

Flynn Wehlow PM   
 

Georgia Robinson TP 
 

U/9 Ben Oakeshott PM  
 

Bianca Harrison PM 

U/10 Peter Duffy PM Ella Oliver PM 
 

U/11 Ben Barlow PM    
 

Evie Hewens TP 
 

U/12 Blake Ellis WBH Cleo Schubert PM 
 

U/13 Will Oliver Brianna Moloney PM 
 

U/14 Ben Hamel PM Andie McGrath PM 
 



 
 

SLSMNC SENIOR BRANCH CHAMPIONS & SURF SPORTS AWARDS 2019/20 
Age Group 

 
Male Female 

U/15 
 

Nick Caldwell TP  
 

Auraiha Hewens TP 

U/17 
 

Jesse Hiatt TP Emily Moloney PM 
 

U/19 
 

Chayce Anderson WBH Monique Durbridge WBH 
 

30-39 
 

Daniel Blackman PM 
 

 

40-49 
 

Luke Morris TP Raelene Myers TP 
 

50-59 
 

Peter Murphy TP Linda Perkins TP 
 

60-69 
 

Jeff Polverino PM Amanda Higgerson PM 
 

   

     
           



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                 

 
 
 



            
Rookie of the Year 

Tom Inatey 
WBHSLSC 

 

 
Athlete of the Year 

Raelene Myers 
TPSLSC 

 

 
Trainer of the Year 
Craig Schweikert 

SWRSLSC 

 
Young Athlete of the Year 

Tom Osborne 
TPSLSC 

 

 
Official of the Year 

Wendy Evans 
HHSLSC 

 

 
Community Education Program of the 

Year 
Legends to Surf Lifesaving 

WBHSLSC 
 



 
Initiative of the Year 

Macley Valley Nippers 
KCHSLSC, HHSLSC, SWRSLSC 

 

 
Coach of the Year 
Steven Monaghan 

        WBHSLSC 
 

 
Young Volunteer of the Year 

Stephanie Clarke 
TPSLSC 

 
Administrator of the Year 

Jenny Cooper 
CHSLSC 

 

 
Surf Sports Team of the Year 

The Full Cassowaries 
WBHSLSC 

 

 
Young Lifesaver of the Year 

Rachel Hosick 
CHSLSC



 

 

       
Club of the Year                                  Volunteer of the Year 

SWRSLSC                  Sandra Slattery 
                      TPSLSC 

 
 

 
Lifesaver of the Year 

Tony Worton 
CHSLSC 

 
 
 
 
 

HIGH COMMENDATION AWARDS 
 

Rookie of the Year Harry Fitzjohn SWRSLSC 
Young Volunteer of the Year Piper Seale WBHSLSC 

Volunteer of the Year Leanne Goggin WBHSLSC 
 
 
 

  

           



 

 

MACKSVILLE-SCOTTS HEAD 
 SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB   INC. 

President: Greg Bell   

Secretary: Anna Walshe 

Treasurer: Chris Bell 

 
President’s Report Season 2019/2020 
 
I am very pleased to report that once again there were no lives lost this season. Patrolling the beach is our 
core activity and to once again be able to report this is a credit to the members of our Club who gave their 
time to protect the recreational users of our beach. Your efforts are very much appreciated. 
 
This year we had a number of new members elected to fill key roles within our organization. Our secretary, 
Anna Walshe, ably assisted by our former Secretary, Michael Coulter did a marvelous job as did our 
treasurer Chris Bell. These are the two most onerous positions within any organization and we are very 
fortunate to have these two members in our Club. 
The Club Captain, Ricky Buchanan was another member new to the committee. It is fair to say Ricky, with 
his other commitments, found this role to be challenging as the season went on. The responsibility for 
lifesaving within a surf club is not easy and with the experience of this year he should find next season 
much easier. 
Dianne Laverty, our Surf Guard Operator also did a wonderful job again this year.  
 
I thank all the other members of the Committee for their dedication to their various roles within the Club. 
 
Thank you to Stacy Minors and Parish Gray for coordinating our nipper activities this year. Although our 
numbers were not as strong as last year, all our nippers enjoyed their Sunday morning activities. It was 
unfortunate that the planned days with Nambucca Heads did not go ahead due to terrible weather 
conditions. 
I would particularly thank Jenny Conway for organizing the pool swim, and ensuring the educational 
aspects of nippers were completed. 
 
We were fortunate to once again host the combined Central Coast/North Coast Boat Series event in early 
December. The event went off like clockwork once again and was enjoyed by all visiting crews. Our beach 
certainly provides everything needed for hosting a successful carnival.  
Our boat crews again competed strongly, doing very well in the North Coast Boat Series. Hopefully next 
year they will be able to compete through to seasons end. 
 
Financially the Club is in a sound position due primarily to our bar operations and hall hire. Thank you to 
Butch Laverty for taking on the role of Bar Manager and to the other members and volunteers who worked 
the bar for our weekly Sunday Sips. 
I also thank the members who gave up their time to assist on the gate for the Rusty Iron Rally and 
coordinate the parking at the Macksville Show.    
 
We were fortunate during the year in obtaining a number of grants which have enabled us to update our 
equipment. We are currently waiting to see if we have been successful in our application for a grant to 
replace our clubhouse roof. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic certainly impacted our season resulting in the cancellation of a number of 
activities, competitions and hall hires. The information provided by SLSNSW and the Branch has been 
most helpful, although many of our older members in particular, are finding it difficult to accept the 
continued closure of the clubhouse. I am sure most of the other Branch Clubs are in the same position.  
 
Let’s hope we can get back to normality as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
Greg Bell 
President 



 

 

It is with great pride to present this report to the Surf Life 
Saving Mid North Coast Branch on behalf of the Board of 
Directors and members of the South West Rocks Surf Life 
Saving Club (SWRSLSC). 
This season has been one of celebration and reminiscing 
with the Club’s Centenary Celebrations held across many 
months. SWRSLSC is the first surf life saving club on the 
Mid North Coast to celebrate its 100th season, a huge 

milestone for all current and past members. 
 
The organisation of the Centenary Celebrations bought to light the importance of documenting as 
much history as possible, to ensure that it is available for generations to come. This included 
framing all remaining memorabilia in the clubhouse, interviewing Life Members and others who 
have a significant relationship with the Club, developing a timeline of important events throughout 
the decades for display and a commemorative book which documents all the history of the club 
and acknowledges the contribution from many aspects including Indigenous members and 
women. 
 
SWRSLSC provided just under 2000 patrol hours 
for the reduced season and carried out a number 
of serious rescues and incidents both in and out 
of patrol hours. The ‘rescue readiness’ of our 
assets and members was shown when four 
kayakers were rescued in two separate incidents, 
less than seven days apart. Both rescues were 
conducted in hazardous conditions with our 
members displaying their high lifesaving 
expertise and local knowledge to provide a 
positive outcome.  As well as these incidents members also assisted with the search of a missing 
man in the Macleay River and a fatal incident on Horseshoe Bay beach. 
 
The ongoing development of our members continues to be at the forefront of all decisions. The 
start of this season saw the delivery of a member’s forum which was facilitated by the Board of 
Directors. This provided the opportunity for members to collectively engage their ideas in a 
positive environment.  
The education that is provided at SWRSLSC is second to none with our six trainers having over 
150 years’ experience in the SLS movement and are still all active patrolling members. The 
enthusiasm of our trainers is shown with the senior awards for this season more than doubling 
that of last season. The Club conducted three Bronze Medallion and Surf Rescue Certificate 
training groups over the season, upgrading the education of both current and new members. 
 

Community engagement was continually showcased 
throughout the 2019/20 season through many facets, 
including: a relaunch of the Beachside Markets with the 
South West Rocks Chamber of Commerce, providing 
assistance for the Trial Bay Triathlon, delivering surf 
awareness programs for South West Rocks Public 
School and other visiting schools, providing local 
returned serviceman and women to engage in fitness 
classes through the South West Rocks RSL Sub-
branch, Queenscliff SLSC Nippers Camp and the 
inaugural season of ‘Macleay Nippers’. A close 
relationship with the First Nations people of South West 



 

 

Rocks and the SWRSLSC has always existed and this was shown during the ‘Welcome to County’ 
which was performed at the Centenary Weekend and the SLSMNC Raising of the Flags. 
 
Competition and Surf Sports were identified as needing some additional focus. The weekly Senior 
Pointscore was reintroduced and was held at the same time as Nippers. This was a success with 
the junior members witnessing the older members compete for fun and fitness. Unfortunately due 
to the conditions leading up to the Branch Championships, the numbers were not as high as 
previous years, but SWRSLSC showed its ability to host a carnival and why it has been stated as 
being ‘the best in the business’. The third round of the SLSNSW IRB Championship was to be 
held at South West Rocks in May but was cancelled due to COVID-19. Our senior members, Mark 
Notley and Steve Smailes, exhibited their competitive side by winning five medals at the SLSNSW 
Envirobank Country Championships. Also, we had two members Georgia and James Gaddes 
selected in the Interbranch team. 
 
Members represented SWRSLSC in the following development opportunities: SLSA Masterclass, 
Beach to Bush, JLOTY, YOM and the SLSMNC Dee Why Development Camp. 
A new constitution was endorsed at the AGM which was held in October. 
 
A huge thank-you goes to all our local sponsors: The Heritage Guest House, East Coast Freight 
Specialists, Shoey’s Bakery, BKM Contracting, LJ Hooker, Coastline Credit Union, The Links, 
Salt, Macleay Valley Holiday Parks, Ball’s Butchery, Pick of the Crop, SWR Marine and Auto, 
Ellison Signs, Macleay River District Fisherman’s Co-op, Lou’s Café, Macleay Argus, Seabreeze 
Beach Hotel, Chillati, Regional Bank, Haircraft and Sheridan Legal.  
 
On behalf of South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club our sincere thanks go to the SLSMNC 
Branch committee, your continuous support is paramount in the day to day running of our club. 
Many thanks to SLSA sponsors – DHL, Holden, Dulux and Westpac, SLSNSW sponsors – 
ClubsNSW, Envirobank, Sharkskin and our Branch sponsor Newcastle Permanent. 
 
Our Board of Directors and members are looking 
forward to a successful 2020/21 season, where will be 
back on the beach doing what we do best. 
 
Yours in surf life saving  
Alys Farley 
Director of Finance 
South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club 
 
 
 
                 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

               
 

  

                     
 

 

 

HAT HEAD SLSC PRESIDENT REPORT 
2019/2020 Season 

 

Well another year has passed and it has been a year of up’s and down’s. Although we didn’t suffer 
any damage from the bushfires, we were affected as much as most clubs with patrols being 
interrupted by the smoke hazard and some of our members fighting the fires locally. Then the 
Covid-19 hit and we had to of course cancel all patrols for the rest of the season.  
 
We also took the steps to cancel our nipper’s presentation and senior’s presentation, to look after 
our club members. All rescue equipment was left ready to go in case of an emergency call out. I 
would like to thank the committee and all our members for all their help and support throughout 
the year. 
 
This year has not been without its challenges but out of those challenges you come to realise just 
how great this Club is and the special people it is made up of. 
 
Many people in this Club have put in an extraordinary effort this season and because of those 
efforts we can stand proud as a club who has made a big contribution to supporting our mission. 
 
We have kept the beach safe with no loss of life on Hat Head Beach. We have mentored and 
coached our nippers, our Surf Rescue Cadets (SRCs), new and existing bronze members and 
supported the community. 
 
Our Nipper program ran seamlessly again this season. I wish to acknowledge the amazing hard 
work and dedication of Nicole Browne and Ian Webster who lead the large team that contributes 
so much to this highly successful club activity. Children who participate in our Nipper program 
gain important water and beach skills in an environment of fun and friendship. 
 
Patrols continued to be a highlight for our club throughout the entire season. Although there are 
a number of challenges that inevitably emerge each season, our loyal group of active members 
still ensured that club members and the general public were safe when swimming at our beach, 
completing a total of over 2,028 patrol hours and undertaking almost 1,000 preventative actions. 
The efforts of all these patrollers, as well as the leaders on each team are essential in maintaining 
our core operational focus, as is the tireless work performed by our Director of Lifesaving (Tom 
Arndell).                                                     
 



 

 

                                                            
                            

                               Ellie Barbour              Ken Parish 
            Junior Club Person of the Year         Senior Club Person of the Year                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

Thank you also to Woodside for the cover provided for us to shelter under during surf carnivals 
and nipper days on the beach. 
 
Also thank you to Telstra and DHL for the uniforms provided, without these we would not have 
the protection we receive from these on the beach. 
 
 Ken Parish    
 President Hat Head SLSC.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                                 

Kempsey Crescent Head SLSC  

Annual Report 2019 / 2020 
 

Our charitable purpose is to save lives by providing safe beaches and aquatic environments. Whilst also 

educating members, particularly youth, so they are able to provide this service for the future. 

 
Club Executive 

President Carl Thurgood 

Vice President Scott Edwards 

Treasurer Robyn Fuller 

Secretary Alison Koivu 

Club Captain Maurie Fuller 

Life Members 

Maurie Fuller Colin Hudson Hazel Conomos 

Evelyn Jacobs Scott Edwards Brian McMahon 

Dennis Packwood Tim Trotter Michael Conomos 

Robyn Fuller Ross Foster Shelley McLean 

Patrol Captains 

Matt Worrall Carl Thurgood David Jacobs 

Dave Bartlett  Michael Conomos 

Patrons 

Phil Harvey (HCD Lawyers) Frank Evill Plumbing Wayne Perks 

Major Partners and Supporters 

The Australian Government Sport and Recreation 

Surf Life Saving NSW NSW Ministry for Police and Emergency Services 

Kempsey Shire Council The Crowns Land Department 

DHL  Telstra 

Federal Government NSW Government’s Department of Justice 

Crescent Head Country Club Holden 

Cancer Council NSW Envirobank 

Dolphin Sharkskin 

Midford Westpac 

 



 

 
Statistics 

Volunteer Hours – Surf Life Saving Activities  2104 

Total Rescues 9 

First Aid 29 

Members 185 

New Awards Gained 

Surf Rescue Certificate 5 

Bronze Medallion 12 

Silver Medallion Beach Management 2 

Gold Medallion 2 

25-year Long Service Award 1 

 

Club Report 

The 2019/2020 season was certainly a unique one on many levels. Our patrols were impacted by the 

bushfires late in 2019 followed by the season concluding early with the Covid-19 situation. We would like 

to thank all our patrolling members for their dedication and commitment throughout the season and for 

their understanding and patience during those uncertain times.   

 We had 75 Nippers registered for the 2019/2020 Season. The Nippers season was unfortunately also 

impacted by bushfires and Covid-19, however the enthusiasm of our nippers remained strong. We had an 

increase in competing nippers who attended all the available carnivals with enthusiasm and dedication. 

We also had three of our Nippers selected into the MNC Interbranch Team who competed in Bulli, a 

fantastic effort for our small club. Our local collaboration with Hat Head and South West Rocks nippers, 

the “Macleay Nippers” was a huge success and recently recognised at the Branch Awards for Innovation 

of the year. We look forward to continuing this collaboration in the upcoming season. The season would 

not have been a success without the help, support and commitment of the Nippers Committee, Age 

Managers, Water Safety and parent helpers. 

The impact of Covid-19 has provided us with the opportunity to complete some maintenance work in and 

around the Surf Club, with the focus on starting the 2021 season with our club in prime condition.  

Our club is also fortunate enough to have a wonderful group of non-patrolling members who work tirelessly 

in their fundraising efforts for our club. Throughout the holiday periods where possible our Pandanus Room 

Bar is open to the public for Sippers on Friday and Sunday afternoons. We also host Bingo and Trivia 

nights and our famous duck races down Killick Creek, all supported by both locals and tourists. The 

success of our club fundraising allows us to continue to maintain and purchased new equipment for the 

club. 

We would also like to thank our Committee members. This small and 

dedicated group work tirelessly through the year to ensure our Club 

continues to operate to its optimum capacity.  

The success of our club if truly a team effort. 

Alison Koivu  

Secretary Kempsey Crescent Head Surf Life Saving Club  

   

 



 

 

PORT MACQUARIE SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB INC 
35 Tuppenny Road, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

PO Box 4, Port Macquarie NSW 2444 

secretary@pmslsc.com.au 

 
Season Report – 2019/2020 

 
I am pleased to report that the club had another strong season albeit cut short due to  
COVID-19, as highlighted below: 
 
Patrols 
The club was able to field 12 patrols this season with approx. 120 active patrolling members plus Active 
Reserves. This provided sufficient coverage of Flynns Beach through out the season which was 
unfortunately cut short due to COVID 19. In addition, severe bush fires in the early part of the season 
caused unanticipated beach closures. Whilst good numbers were available for patrols, IRB Drivers & Crew 
shortages continue to be an issue especially when subs were required. The acquisition of an ATV and 
new IRB motors has enhanced the  
effectiveness of our patrols. 
 
Rescues  
Whilst its pleasing to report that no fatalities occurred during the season, on a number of  
occasions this was only due to the vigilance & quick response of patrols. Challenging  
conditions were faced many times, due to heavy swells and unfavorable beach formations, leading to 
several intense rescues which would have resulted in drownings or serious injuries without intervention.  
 
Awards 
The club ran a number of courses throughout the season including Bronze Medallion that 
 bolstered patrol numbers upon completion. 
 
Nippers 
The season saw a very strong contingent of approx. 250 nippers attend the beach with a high percentage 
entering competition. The junior club enjoyed a very successful season not only 
taking out the branch title but also greatly contributing to the club’s overall 6th place at the country titles. 
The Junior Committee are to be congratulated on their efforts and are looking forward to another strong 
season with some new faces in key roles. 
 
Surf Sports 
The club placed 6th overall at the Country Championships, largely on the back of a very good showing by 
the junior club together with a numbers of successful results for our Masters. A few of our Masters 
competitors also competed successfully at State Titles. The Senior club has identified a lack of competing 
members at major titles as a problem, and is looking at measures to return the club to a competitive force. 
A very successful cadet program was run this year and we are hoping to retain these young members in 
our senior ranks. 
 
Financial  
The club is in a very strong financial position despite losing some important income streams due to the 
COVID-19 shutdown. This has been compensated by an increase in sponsorship activity along with a 
number of successful grant applications. A return to normal operations will see the traditional income 
streams return on a consistent basis. 
 
Facilities 
There is ongoing maintenance and repair of our old facility. We are also looking to install a suitable 
structure to provide covering of the upstairs deck and are investigating the sound  
deadening of the hall. In addition, solar panels are to be installed. 
 
Rick Rolff 
President 

mailto:secretary@pmslsc.com.au


 

 

 
TACKING POINT SLSC Inc REPORT 2019/2020 

 
I don’t think any of us would have imagined the issues our communities were going to encounter when we 
commenced the 2019/2020 season. 
 
The latter half of this season was marred by bush fires and the Covid19 pandemic. All Clubs within, not 
only the State, but in this Branch have been affected in some way.   
 
So, I will now go into our synopsis of our 2019/2020 season.  We commenced the season with 456 
members, slightly up over previous years. 
 
Unfortunately, in January 2020 we lost one of our founding members and past Presidents in Graham 
Bingham after a long battle. “Bingo” as he was affectionately known was a much loved and respected 
member of the Club and he was also a Life member of the MNC Branch, which I know he held in high 
regard.  It was great to see many of the Branch’s Life members in attendance at his Memorial Service. 
 
LIFESAVING: 
The first thing I’d like to report is that we had no drownings on Lighthouse Beach. Again this season our 
lifesaving was managed extremely well by Brent Wilkinson.   
 
During the season our members were involved in 5 minor rescues, but thankfully none of these rescues 
escalated into something worse, so it is a credit to the lifesaving skills of the Patrols involved. Well done 
to all of our Patrolling members under Brent’s leadership. 
 
EDUCATION: 
This section basically goes hand in hand with Lifesaving.  Our education was again in the very capable 
hands of Sarah Rayner.   
 
COMPETITION AND COACHING 
Richard Broomby our Head Coach again challenged all our athletes this season with his Pathways 
program. All our athletes trained hard all season and had strict coaching and training sessions locked in 
for the entire season.  There were some great results at Country and State Championships. Tyse Thower, 
Auraiha Hewens, Tahj Thrower, Jesse Hiatt, and James Moore all made the Interbranch Team. I would 
like to also congratulate one our new coaches, Dave Moore who was selected as one of the Interbranch 
Coaches.   
 
Tom Osborne and Raelene Myers were awarded Athlete and Masters Athlete of the Year at the recent 
Branch Awards evening.   
 
We have an exciting group of young athletes coming through the ranks and our Masters section is growing 
in numbers so I am looking forward to next season if and when we commence.  
  
At this point I would like to thank all the Club Coaches, parents and supporters for their efforts in assisting 
our athletes this season, with things like water safety and gear.  It was a great Team Effort. 
 
JAC: 
Sandra Slattery led the JAC very capably and in January took over the responsibilities of the Director of 
Finance as well.  For all her hard work she was awarded the Volunteer of the Year at the Branch awards 
evening.   
 
 



 

 
SPONSORS and SUPPORTERS 
The Club is in a good position financially and I would like to congratulate Sandra Slattery on the job she 
has done since taking over the Finance role in January 2020.  I would like to acknowledge our Sponsors 
and Supporters who have supported the club this season and take this opportunity of thanking the Club’s 
Sponsorship Coordinator, Jennifer McCullough, and other members of the Club for their support through 
their external contacts. 
 
Elders Real Estate  Simon Bank Webstudio   G&M Hanks Optometrists  Apps Mechanical 
The Westport Club  Bennett Surfboards    Evolution Road     Midcoast Windows  
McDonald Jones Homes   Macquarie Signs & Tinting     The Mid Pacific Port Macquarie 
    
BRANCH RECOGNITION AND AWARDS 
At the recent Branch Annual Dinner our Club was successful in gaining the following awards: 
Volunteer of the Year: Sandra Slattery 
Athlete of the Year: Tom Osborne 
Masters Athlete of the Year: Raelene Myers 
Junior Lifesavers of the Year:  Bronte McAlister & Jacob Ross. 
Distinguished Honours:    Warren White, Tony Hallinan, Mitch Dawson, Richard Broomby, Paul Rayner,   

Mick Lang.  
 
BAR & BISTRO: 
The bar and bistro were again one of the main income streams for the Club.  During the summer period 
we experienced good crowds and the pleasing aspect of this is that the majority were locals.  We have a 
new owner of the Café premises, Brad Hodge, trading as COAST Cafe and he supplied meals on Sundays 
as did the Asian Kitchen on occasions. The Covid19 pandemic resulted in the closing down of the bar. 
 
ADMINISTRATION: 
Lynn Smith was our Director of Administration and once again she displayed unbelievable dedication and 
professionalism in this role.  We are so thankful to have her expertise and experience.   
 
Thankyou 
 
Mick Lang  
PRESIDENT  
 
 
 
 

                    
       JLOTY SLSMNC Branch winners         Sunday morning Nippers 
      Bronte McAllister & Jacob Ross with  
Branch & Newcastle Permanent representatives 
 
  

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
2020 Season Presidents Report 
 
As a club we celebrate our 61st consecutive season meeting our commitment to; save lives, prevent 
drowning and injury, provide a Safer Beach, grow our members capabilities and give to our Community.  

Wauchope Bonny Hills SLSC began operations in 1958 around at “Little Beach” – Bartlett’s Beach, just to 
the south of our current location.  The surf season runs from September School holidays through to the 
end of April School Holidays.  During that time, we patrol the beach every Saturday/Sunday and on public 
holidays. 

Visitors to the beach vary from locals, tourists, elderly, families, community members with disabilities, 
visitors from a non-English speaking background.  Visitors have access to the grounds and reserve area 
around the surf club, the beach and the water. 

We have a proud history of providing a quality service to our community and keeping Rainbow Beach safe 
for all beach goers and demonstrating through competition our members skills of lifesaving.  
 
We have a current membership of 380. 
 
Our Activities  

• Lifesaving and aquatic rescue 

• First Aid 

• Service to the community 

• Surf Sports 

• Fundraising 

• Personal and educational development 

• Youth development & education 

• Volunteerism 

I acknowledge and thank those of you who have generously donate your time to save lives, prevent 
drowning and injury, provide a Safer Beach, grow our members capabilities and give to our Community.  

I also acknowledge and thank our Executive who have worked tirelessly to ensure the functioning of our 
club on all levels.  Without each of you stepping up, we as members would not benefit from and have 
access to the first-rate facilities, Carnivals, Training and Equipment. I challenge you all to take time to 
personally thank Leanne, Michelle, Gayl, Elaine, Christian, Anni and Jeoff for the outstanding work they 
do on our collective behalf.  I have appreciated your support and commitment throughout the season. 
Thank you for your dedication, service and passion. 

The 2019-20 season has certainly presented its fair share of challenges on a number of fronts. In true 
Wauchope-Bonny Hills Surf Club spirit we have met and risen above each and everyone of them. We have 
faced Fire, the loss of much loved and respected members and more recently Covid 19.  

We also take the opportunity to recognise the contribution over the past 40 years to our club, NSW and 
Australian Surf Lifesaving. We have a proud history within our club of women patrolling our beach, 
performing strongly in competition, mentoring and taking our numerous leadership roles at all levels. Our 
ladies have been recognised for the following: 

The 2020 season also marks 100 years of Surfboats, R&R and March Past competition. Again, as a club 
we have an exceptional record in competition. 



 

 
General Achievements and Milestones: 

• Established and Emergency Evacuation Plan; 

• Established WBHSLSC Constitution and Bylaws; 

• Developed a 2020-25 Strategic Plan; 

• Developed a @Beaches Business Plan; 

• Developed planning and member collaboration on Leasing arrangements with Hastings Council;  

• Christened our newest Surfboat - ‘Buck’; 

• Unveiling of the - WBHSLSC Lifesaver Statue; 

• Negotiated a Community AED Project with local clubs; 

• Submitted a number of Grant Applications through Federal, State and Hastings Council; 

• Established sponsorship arrangements with UltraFloor, Wauchope RSL and Port Orthodontics; 

• Hosted MNC Carnival; 

• Hosted Christmas Carols by the Sea; 

• Provided a Surf Safety Program for the International Rotary Exchange Students. Leanne Goggin 
was key to this initiative; 

• WBHSLSC was part of the 'HEROS' Display (Community Workers) at North Haven Public School 
Spring Fair; 

• Participated in Community Engagement Day at the Bonny Hills Nursery; 

• Held a Bucket drive Fundraiser at Port Macquarie Donut; 

• Donated to the Bonny Hills Bushfire Brigade; 

• Participated in SLS IHEART Radio Programming. This required our members to be recorded and 
these were then emailed to them ((Nov/Dec) and WBHSLSC aired over 2 consecutive weekends;  

• Two of our U/14's chosen to participate in the MNC JLOTY Program. Tia McGrath & Josh Pike; 

• Nominated Piper Searle for SLS YOM Program; 

• Large junior membership 5yr's + - 129, 13yr's + - 16, 15yr's + - 25 participating in Junior Activities 

• Participated in the Pre-Season Camp - Held at MSHSLSC; 

• Participated successful at Branch and State competitions; 

• Provided a Bush Fire - Evacuation Centre; and 

• Prepared our IRB's on Standby for fire evacuation transfers. 
 
Surf Lifesaving: 

• Maintained 11 patrols over the season comprising 93 rostered patrolling members and 12 Active 

Reserve and Sub members; 

• Total patrol hours for the season 3310.25 (members only), 3337.25 (including visitor hours); 

• Estimated 15500 visitors to Rainbow Beach during patrol hours; 

• 2 rescues conducted; 

• 14 First aid incidents, 3 requiring ambulance; 

• Beach closed by patrol members for 25.5 hours across the season (dangerous surf, pollution, 

algae); 

• Call out team comprising 14 members. Responded to all call outs in our area during the season; 

• 2 dedicated call out teams on standby during the worst of the bush fires in the area in case of river 

evacuation in the Camden Haven; 

• Team of 14 were all on standby after the early finish to the season; and 

• Call Out Bags introduced and implemented towards the end of the season. Successfully used in 

the most recent call out. 4 ‘wet bags’ plus first aid ‘bum bags’ easily accessible to call out members 

in the case of emergency. Contain first aid items, space blanket, sun cream, water, hat, muesli bar, 

garbage bags, chamois, sanitizer, gloves etc. 

 

Vale: Members sadly called home 
Barend Deegrenaars and Ged Roods 

 
Ian Latham 
WBHSLSC President 
 



 

 

 

Camden Haven SLSC Branch Annual Report 2019/20 

The season 2019/2020 will never be forgotten and will go down 

as having some the biggest changes to happen to surf clubs and 

our country this century.  

We had smoke affecting Port Macquarie and Camden Haven from 

July last year right through until the devasting bush fires which 

turned our days to night for days at a time. The smoke and fires 

interrupted the start of our season because of the dangers to every ones health, with the thick 

blanket of smoke and the ever present dangers of fires approaching our communities and the 

drought effecting our water usage. We than had to deal with heavy rain nearly flooding some 

areas and large and dangerous surf conditions which hampered patrols the running of nippers 

and carnivals. It also effected the training and assessing of awards which put our club in short 

supply of qualified IRB drivers and crew thus putting a strain on some patrols to be compliant.  

But thanks to the few who were qualified backing up doing extra patrols as needed we  were able 

to have compliant and well attended patrols  right through until the premature finish of patrols due 

to this world wide pandemic,  Covid 19  which still has our country and the world waiting and 

watching to see what is to come.  

Through all this I am proud of Camden Haven we stood strong as a club and have been there to 

lend assistance when we thought we would be needed to help with evacuations, we  opened  our 

surf club to assist with accommodation for stranded travellers when the LUSC was as breaking 

point. 

Even with all these disruptions to our season Camden Haven has once again had a very 

productive year with new member ships increasing and our nipper’s family growing from strength 

to strength and size as well. This increase in numbers bodes well for our future senior member 

ship.  

Ongoing training and new Bronze members was a priority for us this season and with our 

scholarship program with CSU Paramedics from Port Macquarie CSU has been fruitful with 14 

new Bronze members completing their training, and great attendance  on patrols for the Christmas 

and end part of our season. 

Our club has been extremely  fortunate to have a strong and dedicated executive and committee 

who work tirelessly and are united with plans for our club, we have had a committee that has 

worked together for the past 5 years and we are pushing forward with only one  change to our 

committee this season  with  the loss of Susie Bell  from our executive  she will be sadly missed.   

But with Ben Hosick as our new DOA we are looking good and still have a very strong and hard-

working committee to move our club forward. 

Thanks to the support of grants and donations we were able to update our ATV to new stronger 

and more powerful model to help with emergency responses and ease of getting equipment on 

and off our beach. With the purchase of this new equipment we felt the need to honour a long 

time life member and much loved local identity John Vipond. Our new work horse has been so 

named after another work horse The John Vipond.    



 

 

                          

Camden Haven SLSC would like to acknowledge all the support and assistance we have received 

this season from grants and donations from the numerous organisations, businesses and 

individuals. Surf Life Saving Services, SLSNSW, SLSMNC, Port Macquarie Hasting Council, 

Camden Haven Chamber of Commerce, Camvet, Lions Club, Laurieton, Club North Haven 

,LUSC Social Bowling Club, Camden Haven Quilters, Laurieton United Services Club, 

Woolworths, Wiggly Tail Butchery, Camden Haven Tyres, Adrenalin Fitness ,LJ Hooker 

Laurieton, Slice of Haven, Beach Break Café, Total Lawn care, Port Macquarie Tri Club- Ironman, 

LUSC Friendship Quilter, nipper BBQ family donations and local community, and individual 

donations. 

Camden Haven SLSC would also like to acknowledge all the members from all clubs in our branch 

who were nominated for Awards of excellence. You all do our branch proud and to the winners 

for Season 2019/2020 your efforts are amazing and I am hoping we will get to celebrate all your 

achievements for this season at some stage.  

To our own winners I could not be more proud of Jenny Cooper, Rachel Hosick and Tony Worton, 

good luck and best wishes for the State awards to come. 

                  

 

Michelle Garvan 
CHSLSC President 
 



 

 

 
 
 

                    
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 


